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Daily flights to 

London. 

Starting June 30, 1996. 

For further information please call 
Royal Jordanian Sales Office at 
67832 1 or your travel agent. 
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AMMAN I'J.T.) — The 
director of Middle East 
affairs m the Foreign and 
Commonwealth office in 
London, Mr. John Shepherd, 
will be visiting Jordan on 
June 25-26 as part of a re- 
gional tour. Mr. Shepherd 
will hold talks with Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim A1 
Kabariti and other senior 
government figures covering 
bilateral relations and issues 
of regional concern. 
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MANAMA (AP) — A car- 
bomb went off Sunday out- 
side a hotel in a busy part of 
the Bahraini capital Man- 
ama, and an anonymous cal- 
ler sajd the blast was meant 
to pressure the government 
to free political prisoners. 
There were no reports of 
casualties from the blast 
shortly after 8 p.m. (1700 
GMT) which caused little 
damage to the eight-storey 
Le Vendom Hotel. The 
bomb-laden car. a green 
Grand Marquis Ford with 
Saudi number plates, was 
destroyed. Three cars parked 
next to it were damaged, one 
badly, and the glass window 
of a nearby travel agency was 
shattered by the blast. Three 
fire engines and scores of 
policemen rushed to the 
hotel. 


Yemeni president 
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PARIS (R) — Yemeni Presi- 
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh met 
French President Jacques 
Chirac oh Monday while on a 
private visit to Paris. Yemeni 
and French officials said. 
France played a key raid' in 
convincing Yemen and Erit- 
rea last month to agree to 
arbitration of their' dispute 
over the Red Sea Hanish 
Islands, in which at least 12 
people were killed in fighting 
last December. Mr. Saleh 
wanted to thank Mr. Chirac 
for France’s' mediation, 
which included sending milit- 
ary monitors to the islands, 
officials said. He also wanted 
to discuss cooperation be- 
tween the two countries. Ye- 
men also is seeking a resche- 
duling of its S8 billion foreign 
debt through the informal 
Paris Cub group of sovereign 
creditors. 


Tichon elected 
Knesset speaker 
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TEL AVIV (AP) — The 
Knesset on Monday elected 
veteran lawmaker Dan 
Tichon, a polished but com- 
bative economist from the 
ruling Likud Party, as its 
speaker. “I will make every 
effort to bring the Knesset 
closer to the public and the 
public closer to the Knesset,” 
Mr. Tichon said, vowing to 
improve legislators' dismal 
attendance record and make 
the televised sessions of the 
plenum ‘‘more interesting.” 
As speaker, the 59-year-old 
Tichon will be in charge of 
maintaining order and de- 
corum in a legislature some 
Israelis already consider 
plenty interesting — with 
sharp disagreements over 
policy frequently degenerat- 
ing into invective and acri- 
mony. Born in the northern 
port of Haifa and educated in 
Jerusalem, Mr. Tichon will 
be the first native Israeli to 
serve' as speaker of the 120- 
member parliament. He de- 
feated challenger Abdul 
Wahab Darawsheh of the ' 
Arab Democratic Party by a 
60-8 vote Monday after best- 
ing two other Likud candi- 
dates earlier in the day. 
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as a new era 
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ARAB COUNTRIES on 

Monday hailed their two-day 
summit saying it had turned 
the page on past feuds. 

"The summit was very suc- 
cessful, this Arab conference 
was very important and was a 
very strong platform to re- 
cover Arab unity,” said 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat. 

Jibran Kuriyeh. spokes- 
man for Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad said: "The 
Arab summit has resulted in 
positive actions which have 
set a new stage for joint Arab 
action.” 

The final declaration 
adopted by 21 Arab leaders 
on Sunday in Cairo had de- 
fined “the path which the 
Arab countries will follow to 
face up to the challenges and 
arrive at a true peace." Mr. 
Kuriyeh added. 

The Syrian press hailed the 
summit as a “victory for Sy- 
rian positions” in the peace 
process. 

"By calling for a total 
Israeli retreat from the occu- 
pied Golan, Arab leaders 
showed their unanimous sup- 
port for Syrian rights and 
backed its position," said 
official daily Al Thawra. 

But the daily Tishrin urged 
Israel’s new right-wing lead- 
ership to “define its position” 
in the peace process saying 
Arab leaders were testing its 


desire for peace. 

"In reaffirming their de- 
mands for peace. Arab lead- 
ers have ended the man- 
oeuvring of Israel and its 
protectors, aimed at duping 
the Arabs and dividing them. 

"The government of Be- 
nyamin Netanyahu can stall 
no longer, it must define its 
final position in the peace 
process. The Arabs are 
saying ... that the Israeli gov- 
ernment policies cannot lead 
to peace, and Israel must 
revise these policies if it truly 
wants peace” the daitv 
added. 

”The final declaration 
strengthened the Arab line of 
defence against any Israeli 
infiltration and has led to the 
stan of a reconciliation." the 
Qatari daily Al Watan wrote. 

The Saudi daily Al Madina 
said the summit declaration 
was a "political programme" 
for the Arab World. 

"The success of the summit 
lies in the fact that it was able 
to circumvent inter-Arab di- 
visions and avoid in its final 
declaration using provoca- 
tions or threats. It is the 
language of peace and a clear 
message for the Israeli gov- 
ernment." the Saudi daily Al 
Riyadh wrote. 

The gathering also "re- 
turned hope to the Arabs, 
tom by conflicts aiid restored 
order to our house." added 
the United Arab Emirates 
daily Al Khaleej. 


For the Saudi daily Okaz it 
marked "the first steps in 
reconciliation between Arab 
leaders. That is the best way 
to confront Israeli intransi- 
gence." 

But Iraq, the only Arab 
countiy not invited to the 
summit because of lingering 
divisions following its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait, sounded 
a discordant note, accusing 
■its fellow Arabs of bowing to 
U.S. pressure. 
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“You rush to please Israel. 
You seek the sympathy of the 
United Slates. Russia. 
Europe and Japan to make 
Israel launch talks with you. 
but you reject any dialogue 
with a brother country sub- 
jected to six years of collec- 
tive genocide." said the offi- 
cial daily Al Joumhuriya. 

The summit, the first since 
the invasion, was marked by 
symbolic reconciliations as 
the Arab World buried past 
differences to forge a united 
position on the peace process 
after the right-wing victory in 
Israeli elections. 




DEMONSTRATION FOR PEACE: Israeli peace activists demonstrate in Tel Aviv Monday outsideThe^S 
mmjst^- demanding the new government of Prime MinisterBeny amin Netanyahu honour an accord cut by 
the previous government with the PLO by which Israeli troops vroold redeploy in the West Bank town of Hebron. 
The protest came a day before a visit by U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher to Israel (Reuter photo) 


Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak overcame differ- 
ences to hold talks with his 
Sudanese counterpan Omar 
Hassan Al Bashir, even 
though Cairo has accused 
Khartoum of aiding an assas- 
sination attempt against Mr. 
Mubarak. 


Kabariti briefs EU envoys on summit 
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Minister 
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European 


fJ.T.l — Prime 
Abdul Karim 
Monday briefed 
Union (EU ) 


(Continued on page 7) 


Netanyahu willing to mee 
Arafat if it will serve Israel 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Be- 
nyamin Netanyahu was 
quoted as saying in an inter- 
view in Newsweek that he 
was willing to meet Palesti- 
nian President Yasser Arafat 
if he deemed it “important 
for Israel’s security and in- 
terests.” 

Mr. Netanyahu also told 
Newsweek that he rejected 
Arab conditions for peace 
negotiations as spelt out in 
the final communique of the 
Cairo Arab summit which en- 
ded Sunday. 

Negotiations towards a fin- 
al settlement with the Palesti- 
nian National Authority 
(PNA) would continue “pro- 
viding it keeps its obliga- 
tions,” including blocking 
militant attacks against 
Israel, he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu told News- 
week he would seek peace 
with Syria “but not one based 
on withdrawal from the 
Golan.” 

Israeli Foreign Minister 


David Levy also rejected 
Arab demands that it give up 
the Golan Heights and East 
Jerusalem, and said Israel 
would not be subject to "dic- 
tates” from the Arab world. 

"The version of the other 
side that Israel must make 
total withdrawal and divide 
Jerusalem, if not more, and 
dismantle the settlements, 
etc., etc. — this position is 
not acceptable to us.” Mr. 
Levy said on Israel Radio., 

Mr. Netanyahu earlier cal- 
led any such preconditions 
"incompatible withpeace 
negotiations” and said they 
“must be removed." 

“The peace process cannot 
be made hostage to any prior 
conditions,” he said. 

Arab leaders meeting in 
Cairo on Sunday endorsed 
the establishment of a- 
Palestinian state with Jeru- 
salem as its capital and 
warned that normalisation of 
Arab- Israeli ties would be 
discouraged if Israel aban- 
doned a land-for-peace for- 


mula. 

“Israel has made clear that 
it would not accept any dic- 
tates or forcing of results 
before negotiations were 
completed," Mr. Levy said 
Monday. “This contradicts 
all the rules.” 

Yossi Beilin, a minister in 
the previous government of 
Shimon Peres and an 
architect of the autonomy 
accord with the Palestinians, 
said the summit was "not a 
pos itive de velopment.” 

The Arab leaders met over 
the weekend in response to 
Mr. Netanyahu's May 29 vic- 
tory, aiming to pressure the 
new Israeli government into 
continuing the peace policies 
of its predecessor. 

Uzi Landau, the new head 
of the Israeli parliament's 
foreign affairs and defence 
committee, accused "the 
Arab countries under the 
leadership of Egypt.” of 
trying to intimidate Israel. 


ambassadors in Jordan on the 
outcome of the Arab summit 
meeting which ended Sunday 
in Cairo and emphasised the 
need for the EU to maintain 
its full support for the 
Middle East peace process. 

Speaking at_a meeting with 
the envoys in his office. Mr. 
Kabariti said that it was 
important to build on the 
summit's resolutions that 
pertain to the peace process 
to which ali the Arab 
countries are committed 
because, he said, they all seek 
a durable and comprehensive 
peace based on U.N. 
•resolutions and as agreed on 
at the Madrid peace 
conference. 

Thanking the EU nations 


for (heir continued backing 
to the peace process Mr. 
Kabariti noted that the EL' 
leaders have emphasised their 
position with regard to the 
peace process during a rccenl 
meeting. But he said the 
Europeans should back the 
resolutions of the Arab 
summit meeting in order to 
ensure ihe success of the 
peace process in the region. 

During the meeting 
discussions covered EU- 
Jordanian relations and the 
negotiations for Jordan to 
conclude a partnership 
agreement with the EU. 

In this respect Mr. 
Kabariti reaffirmed Jordan's 
total commitment to (he 
Barcelona conference and its 
resolutions in all their 
political, security, economic, 
social and cultural aspects. 

France said Mondav it 


to 


is 


hacked the Arab summit 
statement that there was no 
going back on Israel 
swapping occupied land for 
peace in the Middle East, 

"The Cairo summit 
real firmed the Arab states* 
commitment to pursue the 
peace process according 
the principles on which it 
founded and the agreements 
that have already been 
reached." French Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Yves 
Douirijux told reporters, 
adding: "This is also France's 
position." 

But Mr. Douiriaux added: 
"As >ou know, the new Israeli 
prime minister tBenyamin 
Netanyahu) has also 
reaffirmed his willingness to 
pursue the peace process." 

At the Cairo meeting. Arab 
leaders from 21 states warned 
Israel's new government they 


would reconsider the promises 
they made in five years of 
peace talks it Israel tried to d0 
the same. 

They said their price for 
full peaceful relations w.i< 
Israel’s complete withdrawal 
from occupied lands, as agreed 
at a 1991 peace con Ica-nce. 


Kabariti to brief House 


Mr. Kabariti is today 
expected to bnet the Lower 
House of Parliament on the 
outcome of the Arab summit 
during a meeting which w’ill 
be held at the Hall of Pictures 
within the Parliament 
complex. 

House Speaker Saad Havel 
Srour said that the prime 
minister was expected to 


(Continued on page 3) 


U.S. seeks to stiffen 
its resolve for peace 
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Clinton assures PLO 
leader of commitment 
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CAIRO (AFP) — Egytp's 
highest appeals court is to 
rule Aug. 5 on whether a 
Cairo university lecturer 
should be forced to divorce 
his wife on the grounds he is a 
heretic, judicial officials said 
Monday. The court of cassa- 
tion was to have given its 
verdict on the case of Nasser 
Hamed Abu Zeid on Mon- 
day, but it was postponed to 
consider a change to Egyp- 
tian law. 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
U.S. President BUI Clinton 
has written to Yasser Arafat 
to assure him of his commit- 
ment to Mideast peace, the 
Palestine leader's spokesman 
said Monday. 

In a letter to Mr. Arafat, 
Mr. Clinton "stressed his per- 
sonal commitment and that 
of ms country to the peace 
process and promised to ex- 
ert all his efforts to see it 
succeed,” said Nabil Abu 
Rdaina. 

He said the letter was deli- 
vered to Mr. Arafat in Gaza 
on Monday by Edwrd 
Abbington, the U.S. consul 
general in Jerusalem. 

The U-S. consulate con- 
firmed that such a letter was 
delivered to Mr. Arafat. 

Earlier. Mr. Arafat told 
reporters that the two-day’ 
Arab summit in Cairo helped; 
heal rifts among some rival 
leaders. 

The summit that ended 
Sunday opened “a new page 
between all of us,” Mr. Ara- 
fat said. 

■ “The Arab summit confer- 
ence was very fruitful, very 


important and a very strong 
platform for recovering Arab 
unity and Arab solidarity.” 
'Arab leaders met over the 
weekend in response to 
Israeli Prime Minister Be- 
njamin Netanyahu's May 29 
election victory, aiming to 
pressure the new Israeli gov- 
ernment into continuing its 
predecessor’s peace policies. 


Some progress was re- 
ported in ' resolving inter- 
Arab disputes caused by the 
. 1991 Guff war and by peace* 
moves with Israel. 

Egyptian; president Hosni 
Mubarak ijianaged to bring 
together Syrian President 
Hafez Assad with Mr. Arafat 
and King Hussein. 

Mr. Assad was upset at the 
two for going ahead withr 
peace accords with Israel instead of 
waiting until the Jewish state 
fnade peace accords with 
Syria and Lebanon, too. 


After the meeting in Cairo. 
Mr. Assad invited Mr. Arafat 
to visit Damascus. 

Mr. Arafat also met with 
Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi. who expelled 2.000 


Palestinians last year to focus 
attention on the shortcom- 
ings of the Israeii-Palestinian 
peace accords. 

Mr. Arafat is due to meet 
Wednesday in Cairo with 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher following 
talks between the U.S. diplo- 
mat and Mr. Netanyahu on 
Tuesday. 

“President Arafat will 
meet Mr. Christopher in 
Cairo on Wednesday," said 
Mr. Abu Rdaina. 

"They will discuss the 
situation following the latest 
changes on the Israeli arena 
and following the resolutions 
of the Arab summit. They 
will also discuss the develop- 
ments in the Middle East 
peace process,” he said. 

Palestinian legislative 
council member Haidar 
Abdul Shafi, who led the 
Palestinian delegation at the 
1991 Middle East peace con- 
ference in Madrid that laun- 
ched Israeli-Arab negotia- 
tions, called on the United 
States and Russia on Monday 
to reconvene the confe rence 

(Contin ued on page 3) * 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
U.S. secretary of State 
Warren Christopher flies to 
the Middle East on Tuesday 
seeking to stiffen the 
region's resolve for peace, 
cast into doubt by the 
emergence of a right-wing 
government in Israel. 

He will hold his first 
meeting with the new Israeli 
prime minister, Benyamin 
Netanyahu, just two days 
after 21 Arab stales meeting 
in Cairo warned Israel to 
respect commitments made 
by Mr. Netanyahu's Labour 
predecessors. Shimon Peres 
and Yitzhak Rabin. 

On Wednesday Mr. 
Christopher is due in Cairo 
to meet Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak and 


Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat. 

His return to the region 
comes at a crucial juncture, 
with both Israel and the 
Arabs having polarised their 
positions amid dimmed 
hopes for the future of the 
peace process. 

Mr. Netanyahu has 
reaffirmed his opposition, 
loudly proclaimed during his 
time as opposition leader, to 
the creation of a Palestinian 
stale, the return of the Golan 
Heights to Syria and 
discussions on the status of 
Jerusalem. - 

On Sunday Arab leaders 
attending a summit in Cairo 
said Israel must stand by its 


(Con tinned on page 3) 


Exiles deny receiving U.S. 
aid to overthrow Saddam 


AMMAN (AFP) — An Iraqi 
opposition group based in 
Jordan denied in a communi- 
que Monday it had received 
financial aid from the United 
States to overthrow Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein. 

The Washington Post re- 
ported Sunday that U.S. 
President Bill Clinton autho- 
rised a S6 million payment to 
the group, the Iraqi National 
Accord, in January to fond its 
activities. 

But the group said in a 
statement: "The Iraqi 
National Accord knows no- 
thing about aid from the U.S 
administration to Iraqi efforts 
to overthrow Saddam Hus- 
sein. as reported in the 
Washington Post.” 

However, it did not deny 
the newspaper's reports 
links' with the U.S. intelli 
gence, the Central Intelli 
gence Agency (CIA). 


of 


“Our movement will not 
hesitate to meet any countrv 
or party, with the exception 
of Israel; if the objective of 
such meetings is to put an end 
to the suffering of the Iraqi 
people and increase the isola- 
tion of the dictatorial regime 
in power” in Baghdad," the 
statement said. 

It said its strategy to oust 
President Saddam “depends 
on the ranks of the army and 
the support of different sec- 
tors of society. Arab and 
regional support as well as 
international support, espe- 
cially from the permanent 
members of the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council.” 

The Post said the group 
was plotting a coup by milit- 
ary leaders in the Iraqi presi- 
dent's enrourage but that its 
chances of success were li- 
mited as the Iraqi opposition 
was divided: 


Succession battle is 
launched in Greece 


ATHENS (R) — Greek Pre- 
mier Costas Si mil is and In- 
terior Minister Akis Tsohat- 
zopoulos looked certain on 
Monday to wage a bitter bat- 
tle to succeed "the late party- 
founder and political legend 
Andreas Papa n dr ecu. 

Mr. Papandreou died after 
a heart attack on Sunday, 
setting the stage for a show- 
down among his ambitious 
lieutenants for control of the 
powerful socialist party 
machine. 

The Pan-Hellenic Socialist 
Movement (PASOK) will 
elect his successor on Sunday 
at the end of a four-day con- 
gress attended by more than 
4,000 delegates. 

The successor will be the 
first new PASOK president 
since 1974 when Mr. Papan- 
dreou forged the party from 
various leftist factions after 
the fall of a seven-year milit- 
ary dictatorship. He led the 
party to three national elec- 
tion wins. 

Thousands of Greeks lined 
up outside Athens' cathedral 
in sweltering heat to pay their 
last respects to Mr. Papan- 
dreou. one of Greece's most 


popular and influential lead- 
ers this century (see page 4). 

His black-clad widow 
Dimitra Ltani wept as she 
received condolences, 
obviously shattered. 

While preparations were 
made for his funeral on 
Wednesday, the rival 
PASOK candidates were ral- 
lying support among dclc- 
gates. 

Both Mr. Simitis and Mr. 
Tsohatzupoulos contend that 
their election will unite the 
divided and disoriented 
PASOK. trailing slightly in 
opinion polls behind the con- 
servative opposition party. 

The race could boil down 
to a personality clash be- 
tween Mr. Simitis, a pro- 
European reformer who chal- 
lenged Mr. Papandreou's 
autocratic rule, and Mr. Tso- 
hatzopoulos. a Papandreou 
lieutenant who embraces his 
populist style. 

The choice for the party’s 
future will be dear: If Mr. 
Simitis, 60. wins, he will have 
foil control over both the 
government and the PASOK 
party machine to carry out his 


(Continued on page 7) 


The Embassy of the Hellenic 
Republic in Amman informs with 
profound sorrow that 


Former Prime Minister oi Greece 
Andreas Papandreou 


passed away , on Sunday 23rd June 1996. 
A register of condolences will be opened at 
the Ambassador’s Residence Tuesday 25th 
and Wednesday 26th of June 1996 
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Muslim leader fears 
unrest if Israel follows 
radicals on Jerusalem 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, June 25,1996 



OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) - The mufti of 
Jerusalem, the highest 
ranking Muslim clergyman 
in the Holy City, was fum- 
ing about an Israeli propos- 
al to give Jews the right to 
pray in the A1 Aqsa Mosque 
complex. 

“It's not a matter for 
negotiation or compro- 
mise." Ekreraa Sabri, his 
voice rising with emotion, 
said in an interview Mon- 
day. 

“AL Aqsa is an Islamic 
mosque by a decree of 
Allah." 

The smooth stone floors 
and vaulted ceiling of his 
SOO-year-old office sit 
astride the fault-line of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict — the 
- wall that separates Jewish 
and Muslim holy places in 
the Old City. 

To the Muslims, the A1 
Aqsa complex is known as 
the Haram A1 Sharif, the 
noble sanctuary, the place 
where an outcropping of 
rock marks the site where 
the Prophet Mohammed 
ascended to heaven on a 
white steed. 

To the Jews, it is the 
Temple Mount sacred site 
of the ancient temple first 
built by King Solomon and 
destroyed by the Roman 
Tenth Legion in AD. 70. 

Sheikh "Sabri, his white 
turban resting on a shelf of 
holy books under a sign 
that declares him mufti, or 
interpreter of religious law, 
for Jerusalem and the Holy 
Land, said the Koran sug- 
gests the children of Israel 
will lay waste to the earth. 

"This is what Allah 
said. And we consider what 
is happening now as a 
beginning for this ifsad, or 
destruction. . when Jews 
reach the. level that- they 
will trigger God's wrath.” 
said Sheikh Sabri, who was 
appointed ‘ by Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat. 


Jews pray at the Western 
Wall, the holiest site in 
Judaism which , they say, 
was built as a containment 
wall for the temple rebuilt 
by King Herod, directly 
below the A1 Aqsa site. But 
to prevent conflict succes- 
sive Israeli governments 
have kept the site out-of- 
bounds for Jews to pray 
since it was seized in the 
1967 Middle East war. 

*’I want the right of Jew- 
ish prayer on the Temple 
Mount just like other reli- 
gions have rights." said 
Han an Porat, a lawmaker 
from the National Religious 
Party whose proposal made 
front-page news in Arabic 
dailies Monday. 

Mr. Porat called on Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's new Likud 
party-led government to 
make good on a promise in 
its guidelines to make 
"prayer arrangements for 
Jews at holy sites." 

Israel's new minister in 
charge of police, Avigdor 
Kahalani. a former member 
of the liberal Labour party, 
said he would continue the 
policy of preventing prayer 
on the Temple Mount. 

Most orthodox Jewish 
rabbis oppose Jews going 
to the Temple Mount, fear- 
ing that since no one knows 
the exact site of the ancient 
temple they could walk in 
the wrong place and dese- 
crate the holy of holies. 

"The rabbis today feel 
that the Temple Mount 
should be reserved for the 
time when the Messiah 
comes, and that's it.'’ said 
Gadalia Schreiber. 

spokesman for Israel’s 
chief rabbinate. 

The A1 Aqsa Mosque 
.complex has been the focal 
•point of.tensions at various 
times over the past 30 years 
and has the potential to trig- 
ger violence at any time. 
Several extremist Israeli 


groups try regularly to pray 
on the Temple Mount and 
often clash with police. 

Muslims protested in 
Jerusalem and violence 
spread throughout the 
region after an Australian 
man set fire to A1 Aqsa in 
1969 and 17 people were 
killed in 1990 when Israeli 
police opened fire on Pales- 
tinians who allegedly threw 
stones at Jews praying at 
the wall. 

"It is our right to have 
fear and to be concerned 
about the statements from 
Israeli officials. We are 
afraid that these statements 
will be turned into deeds,” 
said Sheikh Sabri. 

His statement followed a 
meeting earlier in the day 
by the 12-member execu- 
tive committee of the High- 
er Islamic Council, a group 
of lay and religious leaders 
who control Muslim affairs 
in the city. 

The council expressed 
concern about the outcome 
if Jews were allowed into 
the Ai Aqsa complex to 
pray. Non-Muslim visitors 
are currently allowed to 
visit the site but not to wor- 
ship. police spokesman 
Shmuel Ben-Ruby said. 

Sheikh Sabri made clear 
to a visiting LT.S. diplomat 
who arrived in the midst of 
the interview that he held 
the United States responsi- 
ble for any unrest 

"We consider the United 
States would be responsible 
for any tension in the city 
from the Likud people," 
said Sheikh Sabri. express- 
ing fear that U.S. President 
Bill Clinton would "try to 
appease" Israel and Ameri- 
can. Jewish voters in his 
reelection bid. . . - 

"We expect everything to 
be frozen, but we hope that 
Israel will not make any 
step against peace," he said. 


Way cleared for Hekmatyar’s arrival 


KABUL (AFP) — 
Afghanistan's lightest state 
body has formally cleared 
the way for former Premier 
Gulbuddin Hekmalyar to 
come to the capital to head 
the government, Kabul 
Radio said Monday. 

"The state high council has 
endorsed and welcomed 
engineer Hekraatyar's 
expected arrival in Kabul to 
take up his new post,’* the 
radio said. 

The council, made up of 
leaders of factions in the 
government alliance, gave 
its blessings just two days 
before Mr. Hekmatyar is due 
to be swom-in as prime min- 
ister for the second time 
Wednesday. 

The 10-man body's 
approval is needed to 
endorse any major political, 
military or economic deci- 
sion taken by the Kabul gov- 
ernment before it can be 


implemented. 

Tbe council last month 
approved a military and 
political alliance between 
the beleaguered government 
and Mr. Hekmatyar’ s Hezb- 
e-Islami party under which 
he will head the government 
while two of his top lieu- 
tenants will take over as 
ministers of defence and 
finance. 

The May 24 pact should 
culminate in the swearing in 
of Mr. Hekmatyar, his new 
finance minister, Abdul 
Sal am Hashmi and his 
defence minister. Waheedul- 
Iah Sabawoon, at a ceremo- 
ny here Wednesday. 

The landmark deal came 
after months of negotiations 
between former foes Mr. 
Hekmatyar and President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani’s gov- 
ernment and after two years 
of bitter hostility between 
the two groups. 


Mr. Hekmatyar, who 
became premier in 1993, 
never came to Kabul during 
his one-year term in office, 
basing himself instead at 
Charasiab, 25 kilometres 
south of here. 

He split spectacularly with 
Mr. Rabbani by launching 
an abortive coup attempt in 
January 1994 with northern 
warlord General Abdul 
Rashid Dostum which was 
eventually repulsed by the 
government. 

Meanwhile the state news 
agency Bakhtar reported 
Monday that all necessary 
preparations had been made 
for Mr. Hekraatyar's first trip 
to Kabul in 16 years. 

"Kabul is now ready to 
welcome the amir (chief) of 
the Hezb-e-Islami. In order 
to welcome Hekmatyar to 
Kabul, several commissions 
have already been set up," it 
said. 


Iran says Arab stand on 
Gulf islands raises heat 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran said 
the Arab summit stand 
backing the United Arab 
Emirates ’ claim over three 
disputed Gulf islands 
would increase tensions in 
the region, the official Iran- 
ian News Agency (IRNA) 
reported late on Sunday. 

“It was better for the Arab 
countries to encourage the 
(United Arab) Emirates ... 
to hold direct negotiations 
with Iran instead of 
indulging in vain propagan- 
da which will bear no result 
except increasing tension 
and paving the way for out- 
siders to interfere in region- 
al affaire," IRNA quoted 
Foreign Ministry 

spokesman Morteza Sarma- 
di as saying. 

Arab leaders meeting in 
Cairo over the weekend 
supported the UAE's claim 


over Abu Musa and nearby 
Greater and Lesser Tunb 
and called on Iran to end its 
“occupation" of the islands. 

Iran and the UAE both 
claim sovereignty over the 
islands, which are near key 
Gulf oil shipping lanes. 

Mr. Sarmadi said Iran was 
ready to negotiate with the 
UAE over the islands but 
stressed that they belonged 
to Tehran forever, IRNA 
said. 

"Stressing that the islands 
belong to Iran forever, he 
once again announced the 
readiness of Islamic Iran to 
sit at the negotiating table 
with the United Arab Emi- 
rates in order to remove the 
misunderstandings,” the 
agency said. 

The UAE has urged 
Tehran to agree to taking 
the dispute - to the 


Inte rnational Court of Jus- 
tice- in the Hague. 

Iran says its sovereign- 
ty over the islands is not 
negotiable and has called 
for bilateral talks with the 
UAE to clear up any misun- 
derstandings. 

Iran opened an airport on 
Abu Musa in March. 

In April it opened a 1.6 
megawatt power plant on 
Greater Tunb island, a 
move that was condemned 
by the UAE as a violation 
of the rules of international 
law and its sovereignty. 

Gulf states have grown 
increasingly nervous about 
their powerful neighbour 
across the waterway. 
Bahrain recently accused 
Tehran of masterminding a 
plot to topple the govern- 
ment by force, a charge that 
Tehran denied. 


India to build chemical plant in Iran 


LONDON (AP) — India has 
agreed to build a sophisticat- 
ed chemical plant in Iran that 
could be used to manufac- 
ture chemical weapons, the 
Sunday Telegraph reported 
The plant will manufacture 
phosphorous pentasulphide. 
which can be used to make 
pesticides or the same kind 
of chemical weapons Iraq 
used against the Kinds at the 
end of the 1991 Gulf war, 
the paper said 

“It can also be used to 
make primitive chemical 
weapons which could be fit- 
ted to ballistic missiles for 
use against Iran's longstand- 
ing enemies, such as Israel," 
the paper said 
According to the Sunday 


Telegraph, the Iranians 
raised the possibility of a 
chemical plant deal during a 
state visit to New Delhi by 
Ir anian President Hasbemi 
Rafsanjani last year. 

The secret dead believed to 
be worth more than $15.4 
million, was negotiated ear- 
lier this year by Melli Agro- 
chemicals, an Iranian com- 
pany specialising in pesti- 
cide pnxiuction, it said 

Under the deal, an uniden- 
tified Bombay company will 
build a "turnkey'’ chemicals 
complex for the Iranians at 
Qazvim on the outskirts of 
Tehran, the paper said. Work 
is expected to begin later this 
year. The Sunday Telegraph 
said phosphorous pentasul- 


phide has been identified as 
a trigger agent in lethal 
che micals by the Australia 
Group, an international body 
set up to curb the develop- 
ment of chemical weapons. 

Members of the Australia 
Group, including the United 
States and Britain, are 
required to observe strict 
restrictions on the use of 
phosphorous pentasulphide. 
But neither Iran nor India 
belong to the group, the 
paper said 

A study by the U.S. Office 
of Technology Assessment, 
published in August 1993, 
identified 20 countries most 
likely to have secret chemi- 
cal weapons programmes, 
including Iran and India. 


Iraqi-graduate 
contacts Israeli 
professor 
for help 

The Jerualem Post 

AN IRAQI graduate student 
turned to an unlikely source 
for help on her dissertation in 
applied linguistics — the 
chairman of Bar Dan's Eng- 
lish Department. 

am badly in need of your 
help,” Zahra’a Nasir Talib 
wrote Professor Bernard 
Spolsky, in a letter mailed 
from Jordan, before asking 
him for recent material on her 
topic. “I am sorry for annoy- 
ing you with a subject that 
might not be your interest 
Forgive me! Believe me that 
your comments and opinions 
will be of great value for me," 
she concouded 
Spolsky’s wife, Ellen, said 
Che request almost went unan- 
swered “As chairman of the 
department he's naturally 
very busy,” she said “He 
thougthe letter was a joke, 
and was about to throw it 
away when I offered to han- 
dle iL We don’t really know 
who she is, or how she found 
he way to Bernard But we 
bad extra copies of most of 
what she asked for, so we 
were glad to help.” 


Kennedy school institute to host 
Mideast economic conference 


CAMBRIDGE — .The Insti- 
tute for Social and Economic 
Policy in the Middle East* 
(ISEPME) of Harvard Univer- " v 
sity’s John F. Kennedy School 
of Government is bringing 
and Israeli leaders together for 
the first rime since die Israeli 
election to discuss economic 
cooperation. The conference, 
which will feature ministers 
and top advisors from Egypt 
Jordan, Israel and the Palestine 
National Authority, will be 
held in London on July 2-3; its 
purpose is to find a sustainable 
balance between trade and 
security, the ISEPME 
announced this week. 

The keynote speakers ai the 
conference will be the Egypt- 
ian minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Amr Musa; the Jordanian min- 
ister of information, Marwan 
Muasber, the Palestinian min- 
ister for planning and 
international cooperation 
Nabeel Sha’ath; and professor 
Moshe Arens, former Israeli 
minister of defence and for- 
eign affairs. Economic experts 
and security specialists from 
foe Middle East foe U.S„ and 
the European Union will par- 
ticipate in the discussions. 

Professor Leonard Haus- 
maa Director of Harvard's 
Middle East Institute, notes 
that just prior to the 1993 
Israeli-Palestinian peace 


accord, Israeli- Jondanian- 

Palestinian experts waiting 
"under this Institute's umbrella 
withHeadiiig Harvard and MTT 
economists, recommended an 
Israeli-Joidanian-Palestinian 
customs union. This approach 
was adopted by foe Israelis and 
Palestinians. Now. because of 
growing hostility and the clo- 
sure of the Palestinian territo- 
ries, questions have been 
raised about the viability of 
this approach. 

Kennedy School Professor 
Robert Lawrence, a specialist 
in international trade, adds that 
the regionaiisation process 
could bring prosperity to foe 
region. A failure to implement 
it. on the other band, will hurt 
all — including Israel “There 
is no doubt in my mind that 
regional integration is foe best 
solution for the long run. 
Today, however, we have to 
answer foe immediate eco- 
nomic and security concerns," 
according to Dt Lawrence. 

Dr. Hausman said that an 
impartial host such as 
ISEPME can bring together 
both academic experts and 
political leaders to discuss 
common problems in a free 
and open manner. “The current 
situation in foe Middle East 
requires creativity and perse- 
verance," Dr. Hausman said. 


news in brief 


Deputy opposes Israeli ‘first ladyshij 

TEL AVIV (AFP) - An opposition deputy sought ,^ 
MontSy to prevent Israel's new d.rectlv 

Benvamin Netanyahu, from giving official first 
ETstams to his wife Sarah. 'The law rntroduemstee, 
Sons for prime minister in no way provides for grv. 
filka special status to his wife.” Labour Party Deputy 
Rafi Elul told Israel Radio as rhe new parliament began 
feday-toSy business Monday. Mr. Etui notab y object- 
that Mr. Netanyahu. 46 planed to 
provide a government office, secretary and official car 
for his wife, which would be a first in Israel. The state 
L not obliged to finance an office for h.s ^ ^ 
for his children,' Mr. Elul said. Since com mg to office 
last week. Mr. Netanyahu has taken several steps seen 
here as designed to turn the pnine rnmister s ofiwc , rao 
an American style executive presidency. He ‘- re utei a 
national security council and a council of economic 
advisors both modelled on similar bodies in the Wute 
House. Sarah Netanyahu, -■’7. obtained her masters 
degree in child psychology last week from Jerusalems 
Hebrew University. 

9 killed, 40 wounded in Mogadishu 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — Nine people were killed and 
40 others wounded as fighting between nval militiamen 
in south Mogadishu escalated late on Sunday, witnesses 
said Monday. The latest casualties in foe clashes- 
be tween supporters of warlord Mohamed Farah Afdee^ 
and those of his rival Osman Ali Atto bnng to 17 tiff 
number of people killed in foe violence dunng foe past 
four days. More than 55 other people have been wound- 
ed. The combatants have since Friday battled with 
recoilless rifles, anti-aircraft guns, rocket-propelled 
grenades and mortars. 

Anti-rocket laser to be tested in Israel 

tft AVIV (AFP) — An Israeli-U.S. anti-rocket laser 
system will be tested in Israel soon for use against 
Katyusha rockets fired by Hizbollah guerrillas from 
Lebanon, a senior defence official said in an interview 
published Monday. Uzi Elam, head of the defence min- 
istry’s weapons research and development division, told 
foe Israeli air force journal that foe Nautilus laser system 
“seems to us to be foe most promising defense against 
Katyushas fired" at northern Israel. “Soon we will have 
a working system that will arrive for tests and.be 
deployed in foe north,” he said "It's already clear that 
this will be an expensive system, foe prototype itself will 
cost tens of millions of dollars, from which you can esti- 
mate foe cost of foe entire operational system." he 
saidThe Hizbollah militia fired several hundred 
Katyusha rockets into northern Israel during Israel's 17? 
day-long Grapes of Wrath offensive against the move- 
ment in ApriLThe Katyushas are highly mobile but inac- 
curate weapons with a range of slightly more than 20 
kilometers. 

Group claims fatal Istanbul attack 

ISTANBUL (AP) — A leftist urban guerrilla group 
claimed responsibility Sunday for an attack on a branch 
office of former Prime Minister Tansu Ciller’s party, a 
report said. A police officer and a suspected assailant 
were killed in a shootout Saturday in an Istanbul slum. 
An anonymous caller, claiming to represent the Revolu- 
tionary People’s Salvation Party, said the attack was 
launched to support hunger striking inmates, foe Anato- 
lia news agency said. About 2.000 leftist and Kurdish 
inmates have been on hunger strikes around foe nation 
for more than 10 weeks to protest prison conditions. 
Meanwhile, foe death toll rose to seven from another 
Saturday attack near foe southeastern city of Diyarbakir, 
where four gunmen fired at patrons of an outdoor restau- 
rant and hurled hand grenades. The latest victim died in 
a hospital. No one claimed responsibility for that attack 
but it was suspected to be linked to Kurdish rebels, wlro 
have fought for autonomy in Turkey's southeast since 
1984. 

Algeria tries suspected killers ofMerbah 

PARIS (R) — Suspected killers of former Algerian 
Prime Minister Kasdi Merbah went on trial in Algeria on 
Monday, facing death by firing squad if found guilty, 
lawyers said. The Algerian lawyers, speaking by tele- 
phone from Algiers, said about 30 suspected militants 
were being tried by foe criminal court of Tizi-Ouzou, 90 
kilometres east of Algiers. Algerian authorities blamed 
guerrillas for Merbah 's death, caught in an ambush and 
gunned down with his brother in’ August 1993 at the 
coastal suburb of Bordj AJ Bahri. some 20 kilometres 
east of Algiers. More than 30 suspected militants were 
arrested after foe murder. People were on trial for Mer- 
bah's murder but gave no other details. Algerian news- 
papers said 36 militants would appear in court. 
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CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 637440. 

De la SaDe Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church TeL 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
TeL 824328. 

German-speaking E vangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 

654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 


cSLsfyyj 

in Amman Tei. Si 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Relative warm weather condi- 
tions will prevail with tempera- 
tures northeasterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
active and seas calm. 

MuiVMax. temp. 

Amman — — — .20/34 

Aqaba —25/41 

Deserts 17/37 

Jordan Valley 24/40 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 33, Aqaba 39 Humidity 
readings; Amman 25 per cent. 
Aqaba 28 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTl' 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ramzi Mazzawi — 894788 
DtBassam Karadsheh -759200 
Dr. Salman Daboubi ...776759 



Dc Abdul Wahat Awab S46070 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Asema pharmacy ...637055 

AJ Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ..637660 

Nairookh pharmacy ...623672 

Nayib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mazen Abu B alrir .276852 

AI Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

De. Ratib AtaHah 994422 

Khafifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre ...63711 1 

Crvfl Defence Dept 661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue — 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency .199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade ...... 617101 

Blood Bank .775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

......630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Con- 
plaints 897467 


Evrs’sSL ....... 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) — _ 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

AbdaD Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television ..7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Wats - Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 

53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khabdi Maternity 644281/6 

AkOeh Maternity. 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

.642362 

Malhas,J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani ...60707] 
Shmeisani Hospital 669131 


University Hospital .....845845 
AFMuasber Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdafi 666 1 26/37 

Al-Ahli, AbdaK .664164/6 

Italian, AFMnbqjreai 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 7751 1 1/26 

Army, Marita. .89161 1/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674 1 55 

The Arab Centre for Heart 

and Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zanja Govt Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibo Sina Hospital ..(09)986732 
AI Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

- (02)275555 

Greek Cathode Hosp ital 

.(02)272275 


Ibn AI 


Nafees Hospital 
— (02.1247100 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 
ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


08:00 ....Damascus (RJ) 

08:15 — Sanaa (RJ) 

09:45 -Doha (RJ) 

10:15 Abu Dhabi, Al’Ain (RJ) 

10l 35 Muscat Dubai (RJ) 

M.-05 .....New York 

16:05 DetrioL Amsterdam (add) 
(RJ) 

17 JO .Cairo (RJ) 

17:30 London (RJ) 

17:40 ..Frankfurt (RJ) 

18:45 Toronto, Amsterdam. 
Montreal (add) (RJ) 

19:45 Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 

22:50 Beirut (add) (RJ) 

Other Fights 

14:00 ....Munich, Aleppo (YP) 

14:10 .Frankfurt (YP) 

16:00 Rome f AZ) 

16130 .......Dubai (EK) 

19:35 Amsterdam (KL) 

2020 London (BA) 

20:20 - AdenOY) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:15 Cairo (MS) 

00:55 - — Bucharest (RO) 

05:00 .Kuwait (KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

Aqaba (RW) 

19:45 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


06:35 .Beirut (SJ) •" 

0930 Amsterdam, New Yon* 
(RJ) 

12:10 Vienna, Frankfurt (RJ) 
12:15 Amsterdam. Montreal. 
Toronto (RJ) 

13:00 ...Geneva, Brussels (RJ) 

13:10 Paris. Madrid (RJ) 

13:15 .Cairo (RJ) 

14:05 London (RJ) 

19:15 Beirut (add) (RJ) 

21:10 — Lamaca (RJ) 

21:45 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

21:45 .Damascus (RJ) 

22: 30 ..Kuala Lumpur, Singa- 

pore (RJ) 

23:59 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 


01:00 

Other Flights 
09:15 

...Jeddah (RJ) 

15:10 


15:45 


17:00 


17-J0 


20:45 


21:20 



22:15 Cairo (MS) 

01:55 Bucharest (RO) y, 

°4:00 Amsterdam (KL) > ‘ 

Royal Wings (RW) Ffigbts 
10:00 Aqaba (Matka Airport 
(RW) 

20:30 Aqaba (Matka Airport 
proceeding to QAIA) (FW) 
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Japanese government 
extended a $3.7 million 
grant to Jordan to finance 
the purchase of fertilisers, 
agricultural equipment and 
maddneiy by the Ministry 

of Agriculture to help the 

„ tll conntryboostitsfoodpro- 

- primo jiiiiiiM^^ s,c Psi ducrioo, according to an 
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The grant, the fourth such 
provision from Japan, wOl 
also be used also to pur- 
chase vehicles and other 
items, according to a 

Japanese embassy state- 
mem. 

Tokyo’s Ambassador to 
Jordan, Takaytdd Kimiira, 
signed the agreement with 
Minister of Planning Rima 
KhalafHimddi 
Ml Kimiira told Jordan 
Television; “Today we 
to provide a $3.7 
million grant for agricultur- 
al equipment and machin- 
ery to help improve Jordan- 
ian agriculture. The grant 
is another aspect of the 
multi-faceted assistance 
from Japan to the Jordanian 


■ Khalaf Hane,dl *** Japanese Ambassador to Jordan 

dan^rift m 2ft S1 ? a *** ■P"?" 1 * wherefa y will provide Jor- 

OPetra photo) 7 ^ to purchase agncul tural needs to help raise food production 


economy. I appreciate Jor- 
dan’s endeavours to pro- 
mote Jordanian- Japanese 
relations and Japan Week 


in Jordan as well.” 

With the conclusion of 
Monday’s agreement, 
Japan will have granted 


production 

Jordan a total of $18.2 mil- 
lion since 1993, specifically 
to help increase the coun- 
try’s food production. 
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EDF offers soft loans 
for small businesses 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Employment and Develop- 
ment Fond (EDF) Director 
General Ali Qpbba’a Mon- 
day said vocational training 
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contact 
the EDF about obtaining 
soft loans. He said unem- 


ployed persons considering 
the same prospects should 
look to the EDF as an 
avetme towards starting up 
, their own income-generat- 
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well as in other less fortu- 
nate areas where unem- 
ployment rates are highest 
Mr Qubba’a said the 
fund is also financing the 
training of job-seekers in 
new and different trades 
with social development 
assistance from the Euro- 
pean Union (EU). 

The EU last year granted 
the EDF nearly $4.5 mil- 
lion of which $3 milion 
were allocated for voca- 
tional training within the 
social development pro- 


Thfr'EDF; £ifefcled in I99t, n Ll '''gramme aimed at needy 


has granted a total J ‘6f T 
JD18^68,266 In loans to 
finance 3,704 production 
projects that created 8,354 
jols, according to .Ml. 
Qubba’a. 

He said that the EDF 
board is seeking to increase 
its loans to particular target 
groups especially in the 
rural and badia regions as 


groups, added Mr. Qub- 
ba’a. 

According to EDF rides, 
priority in obtaining the 
loans is giyra to unepir. 
ployed persons who sup- 
port a family and graduates 
of vocational training cen- 
tres and universities upon 
demonstrating that they 
have acquired the appropri- 


ate training required for the 
planned business and that 
they are serious about and 
committed to their pro- 
posed project 

Mr. Qubba’a said the 
EDPs is currently financ- 
ing handicrafts, services, 
tourist and agricultural pro- 
jects. 

Funding for the agricul- 
tural schemes is adminis- 
tered through the Agricul- 
. tural Credit Corporation 
. (ACC), he explained. 

This year the EDF passed 
on JD l.million jto. IhSi ACC 
for loans to unemployed 
persons starting agricultural 
projects, Mr. Qubba’a said. 

The EDF this year 
obtained government assis- 
tance of JD 25 million. 
The fund also depends on 
revenues from interest paid 
on loans to the public and 
interest paid on its bank 
deposits. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


King congratulates 
Slovenian President 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King 
Hussein on Monday cablea Slovenian 
President Milan Koran congratulating 


Mm on his country’s national day. His 
Majesty wished the Slovenian presi- 
dent continued good health and ' 
ness and the people of Slovenia 
progress ana prosperity. 
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Ensour receives Sabbah 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of High- 
er Education Abdullah Ensour 
received at his office the Roman 
Catholic Patriarch in Jordan and 
Jerusalem, Rev. Michel Sabbah. Mr. 
Ensour and Rev. Sabbah discussed 
issues related to Christian church. 
Rev. Sabbah voiced appreciation for 
Jordan’s stand towards ml Arab issues 
and the King’s wise and moderate pol- 
icy. 

Banks lend 3.8b in 5 months 

AMMAN (Petra) — Commercial 
banks in the first quarter of this year 
granted credit facilities to various sec- 
tors amounting to JD3.873 billion, an 
increase of JD 497 million over the 
same period of last year, the monthly 
statistical bulletin oi the Central Bank 
of Jordan shows. According to the bul- 
letin JD 775 million went to the con- 
struction and the rest to industry, 
hotels, services, trade, mining and 
transport . 

Anglicans to meet July 2 

AMMAN (Petra) — Leaders of the 
Anglican church in Asia will hold their 
paratory meeting for Lambeth 
iference July 2 in Amman. 

The conference which holds its ses- 
sdons once every ten years will under- 
line importance of dialogue among 


the monotheistic religions and to 
emphasise the cause ofJerosalem as a 
holy city for Muslims and Christians 
as well Jabal Amman Parish Priest 
Salem Dawani said; 14 We chose 
Amman to hold our meeting for its 
religious status for the whole 
monotheistic religions.” He praised 
Jordan for its religious tolerance and 
the affection among its various com- 
munities throughout its history. 


UNESCO opens 3rd office 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Educa- 
tion Munther Masri and the director of 
the regional office of the United 
Nations Educational Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) 
Abdul Qader Al Atrash Monday dis- 
cussed the opening of a new UNESCO 
office in Amman to deal with tourism, 
arts and music. UNESCO already 
operates two offices : the UNESCO 
office for Communication in the Arab 
States and the UNESCO Regional 
Office for Education in the Arab 
states. Dr. Masri said that the govern- 
ment will provide the organisation 
with all the facilities necessary for its 
operations. 


Tubeishat calls for 
environment body 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 

Municipal and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment Abdul Razzak Tubeishat 
Monday urged die creation of an inde- 



the director of the department 
ronment protection, the minister said 
that the environment question in Jor- 
dan is very important since it is related 
to the work of various private and 
public sectors. He urged the private 
and public sectors to join hands in pro- 
tecting the environment from various 
forms of pollution. 


Mobil Oil 
eyes Jordan 
for investment 
prospects 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A vis- 
iting official of Mobil Oil 
Company, an American 
oil industry giant, said 
here Monday that his 
firm was seeking to 
explore investment pos- 
sibilities in Jordan, espe- 
cially major economic 
schemes in cooperation 
with the government. 

Mobil Vice President 
for ihe Middle East Area 
Ron.tp illings , also head 
of the -company’s branch 
in Qatar, told Minister of 
Energy and Mineral 
Resources Hashem Dab- 
bas at a meeting Monday 
that his company has 
been marketing its prod- 
ucts in Jordan for many 
years and is now interest- 
ed in implementing pro- 
jects in the country. 

Discussion at the meet- 
ing covered the general 
Jordanian economic situ- 
ation, prospects for for- 
eign oil companies to 
invest in the country 
especially in oil and gas 
prospecting, and estab- 
lishing of oil refineries, 
according to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

Petra said Dr. Dabbas 
reviewed other agree- 
ments between Jordan 
and foreign oil firms on 
prospecting for oil and 
natural gas in the country 
in cooperation with the 
Natural Resources 
Authority (NRA), adding 
that Jordan must locate 
sufficient reserves to 
meet its growing energy 
needs. 

Dr. Dabbas also 
reviewed the country’s 
electric energy produc- 
tion which he said is on 
the rise in view of social 
and economic activities 
and industrial growth. 
He said the annual 
increase in electricity 
demands is estimated at 
10 per cent. 

Jordan this year signed 
deals with several U.S. 
firms to prospect for oil 
and gas. On June 16 the 
government and Corpo- 
rate Holdings of America 
(CHA) signed an agree- 
ment under which a con- 
sortium led by CHA will 
build, operate and trans- 
fer a $2.5 billion oil 
refinery at Aqaba. 

A Mobil Oil Company 
team accompanying Mr. 
Billings attended the 
meeting with the minis- 
ter. 
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Ports corporation says 
pollution from sunken 


AQABA (Petra) — The Jor- 
dan Ports Corporation 
(JPC) Monday denied that 
there has been any pollu- 
tion to Jordanian territorial 
waters in the Gulf of Aqaba 
as a result of an oil spill 
from a sinking vessel. 

Recent local press reports 
quoted foreign news agen- 
cies as saying that an oil 
slick was discovered near 
the entrance 10 the Gulf of 
Aqaba following reports 
that a 26-tonne vessel haul- 
ing potash and phosphate 
from Jordan sunk when it 



hit a coral reef in the gulf. 
The reports said the vessel 
was bound for the Far EasL 

The report attributed by 
Age nee France Presse to 
the Egyptian police in 
Cairo said that the vessel 
was registered in Cyprus 
and sank oa Saturday leav- 
ing a two-square kilometre 
oil slick in the sea. 

Responding to the press 
re ports JPC Director Gen- 
eral Mohammad Dalabeeh 
said the corporal on has 
marine pollution- fighting 
equipment and a team of 


qualified technicians pre- 
pared to deal with any such 
accidents within Jordan’s 
territorial waters if neces- 
sary. 

Captain Dalabeeh said 
that the pollution-fighting 
centre at Aqaba which was 
created early this year is 
considered one of the most 
advanced in the Red Sea 
region. 

Established through a 
Japanese grant of S5.5 mil- 
lion, the ceotre can control 
any form of marine pollu- 
tion in the Aqaba region 


and can act in cooperation 
with two similar centres in 
Eilat, Israel and Nweibeh- 
Sinoi, in Egypt. 

The Jordanian team at the 
centre has acquired the nec- 
essary equipment for locat- 
ing any oil spills and deal- 
ing with them immediately, 
said Captain Dalabeeh. 
adding that the JPC is now 
planning to instil special 
equipment to monitor ves- 
sel movements on ihe open 
seas and will purchase three 
speed boats to help in its 
pollution-control activities. 


Envoy says Britain to continue 
economic, expert assistance to Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — British 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Peter Hinchcliffe Monday 
said Britain will continue to 
provide economic assis- 
tance and expertise to Jor- 
dan and will play a key role 
in helping the Kingdom 
attain partnership with the 
European Union (EU). 

In an interview with Petra 
(the Jordan News Agency) 
on the occasion of the 
opening of a Jordanian 
Week in Britain, the ambas- 
sador said that Anglo- Jor- 
danian relations are excel- 
lent and are especially 
strong in economic fields. 

Mr. Hinchcliffe said the 
two sides are continually 
striving for even stronger 
ties. 

The Jordanian Week 
event opens in London 
today and will include an 
exhibition of national prod- 
ucts and a seminar on 
investment opportunities in 
Jordan. 


Since the convening of 
the Amman Economic 
Summit last year, Mr 
Hinchcliffe said, busi- 
nesspersons from Jordan 
and the United Kingdom 
have been discussing 
prospects of launching joint 
ventures approved during 
the summit. 

He said British busi- 
nesspersons have indicated 
keen interest in the Jordan- 
ian markets and they are 
currently discussing specif- 
ic joint projects. 

Following the conclusion 
of the Jordan-lsrael Peace 
Treaty, Britain wrote off an 
estimated £50 million in 
debts owed by Jordan and 
converted these into grants, 
said the ambassador. He 
added thar his government 
has played a key role in 
helping Jordan reschedule 
payment of its debts to 
other creditors through the 
Paris Gub. 

In addition, Britain has 


been involved in several 
Jordanian economic pro- 
jects and has been assisting 
the country in restructuring 
the Telecommunications 
Corporation (TCC). he 
said. 

Referrring to the Jordan- 
ian Week, the ambassador 
said it is being held to mark 
Jordan’s 50th anniversary 
of independence and it 
offers British and Jordanian 
businesspersons another 
opportunity to meet and 
discuss joint ventures. . 

Nearly 40 Jordanian com- 
panies are participating in 
the Jordanian Week activi- 
ties by displaying various 
manufactured goods. The 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade said invitations were 
sent to 250 British compa- 
nies interested in the Jor- 
danian markets to attend 
the week’s activities. 

Minister of Industry and 
Trade Ali Abul Rngheb 
arrived in London Sunday 


at the head of the delega- 
tion to the event. While 
there, Mr. Abul Ragheb will 
inaugurate the Jordanian 
Week and will hold talks 
with T : sh government 
oftV-’ economic coop- 
era l. 

The scheduled seminar, 
which the minister will 
address, will highlight the 
prospects of investments in 
Jordan and incentives 
offered to the investors. 

The event follows a 
British Lifestyles Exhibi- 
tion which was held in 
Amman between June 16 
and 19, and during which 
more than 100 British com- 
panies exhibited their con- 
sumer products. 

The balance of trade 
between the two countries 
is heavily in favour of 
Britain which last year sold 
JD 125 million worth of its 
products and imported JD 
4.2 million worth of Jor- 
danian goods. 


U.S. seeks to stiffen resolve 


(Continued from- page 1) 


commitments on trading 
land for peace or risk 
reversing the peace process 
and sparking further regional 
conflict. 

Mr. Christopher will 
particularly wish to sound 
out the depth of Arab 
concern at Mr. Netanyahu's 
seeming intransigence after 
his statement late Sunday 
that he would not allow the 
peace process to be "made 
hostage" to prior 
conditions. 

An earlier reaction in 
Israel had been relief at the 
"moderate" tone of the Cairo 
summit. Mr. Christopher's 
one-day visit to Israel will 
aim to judge first hand 
whether Mr. Netanyahu and 
his right : wing colleagues 
will make good on their 
promises to pursue the peace 
.process, notably with regard, 
to the partial withdrawal of 
Israeli troops from Hebron 
on the West Bank. 

The pull out. due three 
months ago but delayed by 
Israel because of a spate of 
bombings in Israel, is seen 


by the Arabs as a litmus test 
of Israeli intentions. 

Though the U.S. 
administration was careful 
not to come out too openly 
in support for Mr. Peres in 
ihe May elections, its 
preference was clear and Mr. 
Netanyahu's viclory sent 
shivers of apprehension 
through the White House. 

Mr. Netanyahu has proved 
prickly in his relations with 
Washington to date, for 
example refusing to receive 
the coordinator of U.S. 
Middle East policy Dennis 
Ross and insisting on seeing 
Mr. Christopher. He is 
intent, in the words of a 
European diplomat, on 
making the Americans "pay 
for their support for Peres." 

John Burns, ihe State 
Department spokesman, 
stressed that the Mr. 
Christopher visit to Israel 
had been jointly decided by 
Israel and Washington, since 
Mr. Netanyahu is "new to the 
group" and it is thus normal 
for the U.S. envoy to travel 
to meet him. 


Sceptics in Washington 
regarding • Israel's intentions 
point to recently- published 
policy guidelines which 
reject the land- for- peace 
principles which have 
provided the basis for the 
peace process over the past 
four years. 

There is concern too at' 
•the increasingly negative 
comments emerging from 
Damascus and the 
accompanying prospect of 
an anti-Mr. Netanyahu front 
forming around Syria. 

Mr. Christopher has no 
plans to visit Damascus but 


he will make a wider tour ot 
the Middle East after Mr 
Netanyahu t has visited 
Washington ’early next 
month. 

Washington was also 
unhappy to note the 
presence at the C «iro summit 
of Sudan and Libya, which it 
considers to be terrorist 
Mates, but was prepared to 
accept that it was up to 
Egypt to decide who it 
wanted to attend. Mr. 
Christopher will leave Cairo 
on Wednesday to attend the 
Group of Seven sumniii in 
Lyon. France. 
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Netanyahu may meet Arafat 


(Continued from page 1) 

”It is hard to believe that 
someone who is trying to 
intimidate wants real peace.” 
he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu ran on a 
hardline campaign platform 
that endorsed the expansion 
of Jewjsh settlements and 
opposed withdrawal from the. 
Golan Heights. Since the 
election, his failure to make 
direct contact with Mr. Ara- 
fat has increased Palestinian 
concern. 

Israeli media, which pre- 
sented the Cairo summit's 
final declaration as relatively 
moderate, said meanwhile 
Mr. Netanyahu's tactic was to 
highlight the negative in the 
Arab statement in the hope 
of getting a more sympathetic 
hearing from the Americans. 

’“There is no reason to pre- 
sent us as the guilty party." 
complained Mr. Levy in com- 
ments Monday to Israel 
Radio. 

Israel Radio said Mr. 


Netanyahu and Mr. Levy had 
carefully coordinated their 
comments stressing the 
"aggressive" nature of the 
Cairo declaration in a con- 
certed effort to convince the 
United States that the intran- 
sigent party in the peace pro- 
cess was the Arab camp and 
not the new right-wing gov- 
ernment in Israel. 

In preparation for his talks 
with U.S. -Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher on Tues- 
day, Mr. Netanyahu is also 
reportedly drawing up a list 
of alleged violations by the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity of the Oslo accords grant- 
ing limited autonomy to 
Palestinians in the Ga^a Strip 
and West Bank. 

Israeli press reports say 
Mr. Netanyahu will use the 
allegations to justify Israeli 
non-compliance with certain 
requirements of the peace 
accords, notably the much- 
delayed Israeli withdrawal 
from the West Bank city of 
Hebron. 


Kabariti briefs EU envoys 


(CoDtbmed from page 1) 

outline the discussions and 
resolutions of the summit and 
the Egypiian-Jordanian- 
Palestinian meeting that 
preceded the summit as well as 
Jordan's relations with other 
Arab countries. 

At the meeting Mr. 
Kabariti will also reply to 
deputies' questions 
concerning internal and 
external affairs, according to 
Mr. Srour, who said that the 
deputies have the right to be 
formally informed on the 
outcome of these important 
meetings and the 
government’s stand 

"We look forward to the 
coming meeting with Mr. 
Kabariti because we fee! that 


the House should follow up on 
the government s actions and 
policies on all fronts of 
concern to the public." added 
Mr Srour. 

He said that the meeting is 
to be considered as part of the 
ongoing process of 
consultation and coordination 
between the legislative and 
executive branches of 
government. 


Clinton 


(Continued from page 1) 

to reassess the peace process. 

**I support the convening 
of the Madrid conference to 
reassert the principles of 
peace and to review the en- 
tire Middle East peace pro- 
cess,” Dr. Abdul Shafi told a 
news conference in Gaza. 





Russia says Chechenya troop 
withdrawal to start Friday 


MOSCOW (R) — The commander of 
Russian forces in Chechenya said 
Monday he would begin pulling troops 
out of the region af the end of this 
week, news agencies reported. 

ITAR-TASS and Interfax quoted 
Lieutenant-General Vyacheslav Tikho- 
mirov as saying the 245th Mechanised 
Infantry Regiment, one of the main fe- 
deral army units in the breakaway re- 
gion. would begin to withdraw Friday. 

He told a news conference in the 
Chechen capital Grozny that the move 
was unilateral and imposed no new 
conditions on the separatist guerrillas 
who have fought die army for 18 
months. 

“Now the ball is in their court.” 
Interfax quoted him as saying. 

Chechen separatists and the Russian 
government agreed ar peace talks ear- 
ner this month that a withdrawal of 
Russian forces should be completed 
by Aug. 30 with the rebels laying 
down arms at the same time. 

The two sides also agreed to ex- 
change prisoners and are currently try- 
ing to settle on lists of those believed 
held. 

Russia has previously announced 


plans to withdraw individual units 
from parts of Chechenya or beyond 
the region’s borders. But it is not clear 
that troop numbers — estimated at 
around 40.000 — have been reduced. 

The withdrawal announced by Gen. 
Tikhomirov is likely to boost President 
Boris Yeltsin’s reelection prospects in 
a runoff for the presidency against 
Communist Gennady Zyuganov on 
July 3. 

Mr. Yeltsin has been under pressure 
from political rivals, whose support he 
is seeking in the second round of vot- 
ing. to end the conflict which has cost 

more than 30.000 lives. 

The Yabloko Party of liberal econo- 
mist Grigory Yavlinsky, who came 
fourth in the first round of voting on 
June 16, has said a condition of giving 
Mr. Yeltsin its full endorsement is for 
the Kremlin to provide more details on 
how it would end the war. 

Mr. Yavlinsky called Monday for the 
removal of those in the administration 
who, he said, still favoured continuing 
the war. Last week he sacked hawkish 
Defence Minister Pavel Grachev and 
three other leading figures in the state 
security hierarchy. 





South Korean President Kim Young-Sam shakes hands with an army officer Monday 
during his visit to a central border area in the south of the Demilitarized Zone divid- 
ing the two Koreas. Mr. Kira's trip was made on the eve of the 46th anniversary of 
the 1950-53 Korean War which ended only with an armistice agreement (Reuter 
photo) ‘Ms. ■ • r 1 

S. Korean president visits frontline 
troops on eve of war anniversary 

SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korean President Kim 
Young-Sam Monday visited 
frontline troops to mark the 
eve of the 46th anniversary 
of the outbreak of the 1950- 
53 Korean War. as North 
Korea protested allied mili- 
tary exercises. 

“The Korean War taught 
us all that we invite an 
enemy invasion if we are 
not completely prepared 
and capable of defending 
ourselves.” Mr. Kim was 
quoted by Yonhap News 
Agency as telling the troops 
in a frontline mess hall. 

Accompanied by General 
Kim Dong-Jin, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 

Mr. Kim monitored North „ 

Korean military movements South Korean President Kim Young-Sam takes a look 
from an observation post at areas north of inter-Korean border through 
I 7 00 metres from the binoculars Monday at an army observatory post In a 
demilitarised zone (DMZ). central border sector in the South (Reuter photo) 

Yonhap said. _ prepare a surprise attack on dragged on for three years 

The North’s Korean Cent- major targets in the interior with U.S.-led United 
ral News Agency (KCNA) of the DPRK (North Nations troops fighting for 
meanwhile lambasted “the Korea).” the South and Chinese “vol- 

U.S. imperialist war roani- The South Korean and unteers” for the North, 
acs and the Kim Young- U.S. military commands do The conflict ended in an 
Sam group" of staging what not comment on North inconclusive truce which 
it called “an adventurous Korean propaganda allega- left the country divided at 
joint air war exercise” on dons, but have said they the DMZ. 

June 21 and June 22. cany out continued training North Korea this year let 

KCNA charged that an E- exercises for “any contin- U.S. officials into the coun- 
3 aerial command plane, gency.” try for the first time to help 

and an EA-26 electronic The Korean War erupted seek for the remains of 
jamming plane were in- on June 25. 1950 when some 8.000 U.S. troops list- 
volved in the exercise North Korean troops poured ed as missing in the 1950- 
which it charged was “to across the 54th parallel,- and 53 war. 



prepare a surprise attack on 
major targets in the interior 
of the DPRK (North 
Korea).” 

The South Korean and 
U.S. military commands do 
not comment on North 
Korean propaganda allega- 
tions. but have said they 
cany out continued training 
exercises for “any contin- 
gency.” 

The Korean War erupted 
on June 25. 1950 when 
North Korean troops poured 
across the 54th parallel,- and 


dragged on for three years 
with U.S.-led United 
Nations troops fighting for 
the South and Chinese “vol- 
unteers” for the North. 

The conflict ended in an 
inconclusive truce which 
left the country divided at 
the DMZ. 

North Korea this year let 
U.S. officials into the coun- 
try for the first time to help 
seek for the remains of 
some 8.000 U.S. troops list- 
ed as missing in the 1950- 
53 war. 


Kinkel urges calm over China snub 


BONN (AFP) — German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel said Monday he hoped be 
could limit the damage caused by China’s 
postponement of his scheduled visit to 
Beijing in retaliation for a Bundestag reso- 
lution condemning human rights violations 
in Tibet. 

“We must react calmly. It is neither in 
Beijing’s interest nor in ouis to slam the 
door on each other,” he told reporters here. 

“The important thing is to limit the dam- 
age.” 

Beijing announced the postponement of 
the July 11 engagement Sunday after the 
Bundestag Thursday voted an all-party mo- 
tion condemning Chinese policies in Tibet. 

It said: "The Chinese side feels that given 
the current situation, the planned visit by 
Foreign Minister Kinkel on July 11-14 
could not take place in a suitable atmos- 
phere.” 

The action against Mr. Kinkel's visit came 


out of the blue for many diplomats and 
observers as Germany has in recent years 
become China's main ally and business 
partner in Europe. 

Mr. Kinkel, who Sunday regretted Chi- 
na's decision but defended the Bundestag's 
right to criticise human rights violations in 
Tibet sought to downplay the rift, saying 
China had~a “Confucian understanding” of 
human rights. 

He did not elaborate on the nature of this 
approach to human rights, but said Western 
states, with their “Western understanding. 7 ' 
should try to “feel a little of the necessities” 
of Asian culture. 

“We must try to restore order (to our rela- 
tions) one way or another," he said. 

Bonn would try to maintain its good rela- 
tions with China, he added, noting that the 
Chinese Foreign Ministry had expressed 
similar views to the German ambassador in 
Beijing. 


New Kremlin security adviser 
Alexander Lebed, who came third in 
the first round of the election, was due 
lo meet Sergei Stepashin, the secretary 
of the State Commission on Settling 
the Chechen Crisis, Monday, TASS 
said. 

Gen. Lebed would visit Chechenya 
after the second round of the election, 
Interfax said. It quoted a source in the 
Kremlin security apparatus as denying 
reports that the former general would 
visit the region this week. 

Gen. Tikhomirov accused the sepa- 
ratists Monday of deliberately abusing 
the peace deal. 

“For them it is a breathing space, to 
allow them to build up material and 
human resources for future combat 
activities,” Interfax quoted him as say- 
ing. 

One Omon police commando was 
killed and two were wounded Sunday 
night when guerrillas fired on their 
cars in Grozny. . 

Federal troops came under fire six 
times in Grozny overnight news agen- 
cies reported, and a handful of shoot- 
ing incidents occurred elsewhere in 
the region. 

Pope gets 
jeers and 
cheers 
during 

German visit 

BERLIN (R) — Pope John 
Paul wrapped up a week- 
end visit to Germany with 
jeers of angry protestors 
and cheers of faithful Ro- 
man Catholics still ringing 
in his ears. 

Hundreds of demonstra- 
tors from Berlins robust 
autonomous scene spit ve- 
nom at the Pontiff Sunday 
as he cruised by Pope- 
mobile down the famed 
■londay Unter Den Linden Bou- 

e divid- levard toward the Branden- 

'sary of burg Gate, symbol of Eu- 

Reiiter ropes cold war divide. * 

He appeared unperturbed 
IllP by two paint bombs that 

splattered his car and cries 
of “get lost” and “go to 
hell” from whistling pro- 
" testers, including one na- 

ked woman who dashed 
onto the road before police 
hauled her away. 

Symbollically celebrat- 
ing the demise of the Eas- 
tern European communism 
he so despised, the Polish 
Pontiff walked for the first 
time through the “Gate of 
Freedom” that was able to 
reopen when the Berlin 
Wall came down in 1989. 

Hecklers jeered and made 
obscene gestures as he 
called for freedom and res- " 
pect for human rights in 
Europe and the world. 

The Pope started die day 
by saying mass for some 
100.000 people at the 
a look Olympic Stadium that 

hrough Adolf Hitler built for the 

»$t in a 1936 games, intending it to 

,) be a showcase of Aryan su- 

periority. 

United come fr° m die former 
ins for ^ ast Germany and I never 

se“vol- bad the chance to see the 

■h Pope. It is simply incredi- 

i in an ble to be here,” one young 

which nun gushed, 

ided at The Pontiff beatified two 
anti-Nazi priests who died 
/ear let after being persecuted by 

e coun- the Nazis, but the step 

to help again thrust the church’s 

uns public silence about the 

» P 1950- holocaust into the lime- 

light 

Pope John Paul dropped 

- _ L parts of two prepared spee- 

liU ches defending the church, 

but won praise from Ger- 
t eara man ■* ews by telling them 

for the first time that too 
few Catholics dared stand 

■d Chi- U P to HitlCT - 

lestag's The head of world ca- 
tions in tholirism also met German 

saying Protestant leaders Saturday 

frig” of in Paderbom, where he 

encouraged them to contin- 
ofthis ue working to bridge the 

Yestera gap between their church- 

es. 

ssmes But he told them the Va- 
1 tican could still not agree 

fully with the Protestants 
xirela- about some teachings of 

that the Martin Luther, the rebel 

pressed German monk who 

adorin launched the reformation 

in 1517. 




An old Greek woman kisses an icon by the coffin of late former Greek Socialist 
Premier Andrew Papandreou in Athens* Metropolitan Church Monday as thousands 
of Greeks gathered to pay their last respect to the Socialist leader (Reuter photo) 

Greece mourns death of Papandreou 

ATHENS (R) — Thousands of mourners Muammar Qadhafi. 

Monday filed past the flag-draped coffin of Friends and rivals across Europe paid 
former Socialist Prime Minister Andreas tribute to him for his long fight to forge an 
Papandreou, who dominated much of the independent and democratic Greece, 
country's politics un til his death. The United States, denounced by Papan- 

Mr. Papandreou. who broke the Greek dreou during his first years in power, called 
right's long grip on power and infuriated him one of Greece's most influential lead- 
allies with his maverick anti-Western ers and a key figure in assuring the triumph 
stands, died Sunday at the age of 77 after a of democracy. 

heart attack. “"We have lost a pan of our existence that 

Monday’s newspapers carried full front- guided us and defined us,” said Prime Mi- 
page pictures of the veteran Socialist and mster Costas Simitis. who took over from 
headlines such as: “He now lives in our Papandreou in January, 
hearts”, and “In history’s arms.” Mr Simitis. 60, who opposed Papan- 

Senior members of the ruling Socialist dreou's policies inside the party in recent 
Party he founded in 1974 and first brought years, called Papandreou “a part of Greece, 
to power in 1981 stood guard next to his Greece itself.” 

flower-decked casket inside Athens cathe- The ruling Parthellenic Socialist Move- 

, _ , , ment (PASOK) announced it would go 

Papandreou will he in state for three days with a scheduled congress Thursday, 

before being buried in Athens Wednesday. hut will now face the task of electing a new 
Men, women and children, some weep- partY leader Sunday, 
ing, lined up despite the summer heat to pay ^ Congrcss W ould have elected a vice- 

“JIT wy- . , _*• r • ■ , president to take on some of Papandreou 's 

His black-clad widow Dunitra Liam wept 5 U ties 

as she received condolences, obviously The ' InailI candidau:s for the leadership 

shattered. .... . , . . _ are Mr. Simitis and Interior Minister Akis 

cUtaX Tsohatzopoulos, a nested Papandreou Ueu- 

hands with leading politicians and party have played a decisive 

5U pa^andreou will be buried with fbU ho- role at . ^ “ h f > iveA 

ours and Greece will observe a day of restgned as prune nnn.sier in touary after 
mourning four months in hospital but retained his 

“We have been orphaned,” Labour Mi- Position as PASOK leader, 
nister Evangelos YanSopoulos, a long-time Simitis wants to control and unite 

friend of Papandreou ’s, told reporters nauonal eleettons next year 

Loved by his Awad loathed by his en«-_ ..Mfc opinion polls had shown him leaduig 
dies, Papandreou -lei a stormy j*n£2&ttnd ^ace bur Paparidreou-s death may upset * 
personal life. He was prime minister from his standing. 

1 98 1 to 1989, and was reelected in 1993 but Mr- Tsohatzopoulos has said the posts of 

resigned early this year because of poor P 31 ^ president and prime minister should 
health. be held by two different people so that a 

His anti-Western rhetoric infuriated balance is maintained in the divided party. 
Greece’s allies and his open extra-marital Turkey expressed sorrow Monday at the 
affair with Liani, then an Olympic Airways death of Papandreou, a leader regarded by 
hostess half his age, shocked the nation. many Turks as a hawk during frequent dis- 
For most Greeks he was the one politician putes between the two neighbours, 
who stood up to powerful Western allies. “I learned with deep sorrow the passing 
He also showered money on the poor rural away of Mr. Andreas Papandreou, who all 
areas of Greece. throughout his life had been a distinguished 

But his critics blamed him for nearly personality in the Greek political scene,” 
bankrupting the country and steering Turkish Foreign Minister Emre Gonensay 
Greece into isolation from its Western allies said in a short letter to his Greek counter- 
with his Third World connections and part, Theodoras Pangalos. 
friendships with such leaders as Libya’s The letter was distributed to journalists. 


Pressure builds on White 
House over FBI files 


WASHINGTON (R) — The White House 
came under pressure Sunday from its demo- 
cratic allies in Congress to quell the grow- 
ing furore over its acquisition of more than 
400 sensitive FBI background files. 

Two key Democrats on the Senate Judi- 
ciary Committee. Paul Simon of Illinois 
and Patrick Leahy of Vermont, suggested 
that the White House fire its director of per- 
sonnel security because of the widening 
scandal. 

Craig Livingstone, a political appointee, 
was placed on paid administrative leave last 
week after an FBI report shaiply criticised 
President Bill Clinton's White House for 
improperly obtaining the sensitive FBI 
background files, including some on promi- 
nent Republicans, in 1993 and 1994. 

White House legal counsel Jack Quinn 
said the decision came at Mr. Livingstone’s 
request and was not a punitive or discipli- 
nary action. 

White House Chief of Staff Leon Panetta, 
appearing on CBS’ Face the Nation, called 
for an end to speculation and innuendo 
while the Justice Department and the spe- 
cial prosecutor looked into the incident. In 
Washington, he complained, “every mis- 
take becomes a conspiracy, every charge 
becomes a conviction, every rumour 
becomes a reality.” 

But Sen. Simon said the situation deman- 
ded action, starting with Mri Livingstone. 
“My impression is that they should fire 
him,” Sen. Simon said on Fox TV’s News 
Sunday. “The White House has to be very 
forthcoming on this. They can’t just drag 
this out.” 

Sen, Leahy, the ranking Democrat on the 
panel, also called for swift rough action 
from the White House. 

“I think, obviously, if you’ve had some- 
body even making those lists or requesting 
them and doing it in a wholesale fashion, 
not keeping them secured, not having a 
legitimate reason for it — that person or 
persons should be fired and should be fired 
immediately." he said on ABC’s This Week 
With David Brinkley. 


Sen. Leahy urged congressional Republi- 
cans to include Democrats in the investiga- 
tion of the incident and not to use their 
majority status to take control of the probe. 

Republican Senator Fred Thompson of 
Tennessee, who also sits on the panel, urged 
his fellow Republicans not to rush to judg- 
ment “But based on what the admissions 
have been, Mr. Livingstone is guilty of 
gross negligence at a minimum,” he added 
on the ABC programme. 

Mr. Quinn said no action would be taken 
on whether to fire Mr. Livingstone until 
more facts were known. “The point is that if 
at the conclusion that is the appropriate 
course, it will be taken, but as long as I have 
something to say about it we will not shoot 
first and ask questions later,” he said on 
ABC. 

Special prosecutor Kenneth Stair Friday 
won approval to investigate whether crimi- 
nal laws had been broken in the White 
House’s obtaining of the confidential FBI 
files. Two congressional committess are 
also investigating the matter. 

The list of names sought by the White 
House first surfaced as one of 3.000 docu- 
ments subpoenaed by Republican Repre- 
sentative William Clinger of Pennsylvania, 
whose House Government Reform and 
Oversight Committee is investigating the 
firings of the White House Travel Office 
staff. 

The White House has turned over 1,000 
documents to the committee, but asserted 
executive privilege on the other 2,000. set- 
ting *e stage for a possible consitutional 
confrontation Thursday when Mr. Clinger 
has promised to seek a contempt citation 

Mr. Clinger said the Clinton White House 
has “designated scapegoats” in Mr. Living- 
stone and Anthony Marceca. a U.S army 
investigator who worked at the White 

“Sf j™" Au S“ SI 19 « February 

1994. These were not apolitical civil ser- 
vanteT he said on NBC Television’s Meet 
the Press programme. 


Hashimoto pays" 
tribute to Kim’s ; 
drinking ability 

c 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japa- 
nese Prime Minister Ryu^c. 
taro Hashimoto Monday , 
paid tribute to the drinking; 
ability of South Korean 
President Kim Young Sam., 
after their weekend sum- 
nut. Mr. Kim made a re#. ; 
impact. Mr. Hashimoto; 7 * 
who is known to enjoy hk 
drink, was not so much 
measuring the political - 
fallout of their talks as 
nursinc the hangover. 
“Really, he is strong," said 
Mr. Hashimoto, who said 
the effect of the alcohol 
was still casting a shadow 
the next morning. Mr 
Hashimoto said the private 
talks over drinks had been 
one of the highlights of the 
weekend visit to Cheju 
Island when Mr. Hashirao- 
io made a high profile apol- 
ogy for Japan’s war ac- 
tions. The prime minister ' 
was quoted by Jiji Press as 
telling reporters: "We ag- 
reed io have talks over 
drinks just between us,,, 
which was nor previously^ 
scheduled, and we were 
able to do so.” However, he 
refused to elaborate on 
what they had discussed, ‘1 
forgot," he told reporters. 
When asked if it was be- 
cause of the drinks. Mr. 
Hashimoto added: “I guess 
that would be the best rea- 
son to put. Why should l 
tell others what we dis- 
cussed?" 

Noname residents 
of French village 
at peace at last * 

C1NTHEAUX. France 
(AFP) — Ending a long- 
running identity crisis, me 
172 people of this hamlet 
in Normandy celebrated a 
baptism of sorts Sunday^ 
after agreeing in a referen- 
dum to call themselves 
Cintheauxiens. While Paris 
has Parisians and Lyon has 
Lyonnais, Cintheaux had 
no adjective to call its own. 

So Mayor Michel Le Ba- 
!■ fon. 6 1 and as perplexed.as 
if the rest of -this village the 
Calvados region, came up 
with some candidates and 
called a vote in January. 
“The idea came from five 
young women on die town 
council, which has 11 
members.” he said. “They 
wanted their identity', and 
as for me, it has been bug- 
ging me the 3 1 years I have 
been in office. I looked in 
the departmental archives 
and even went to Paris, but 
in vain, and we all had a bit 
of a complex about no^ 
having a name.” The ballot 
had 10 candidates, some of 
them reaching far back in 
history, such as Santellien, 
reflecting the hamlet’s 
Roman-era name of San- 
teals. Mayor Le Baron said 
everyone in the village 
could vote and there were 
even five write-in sugges- 
tions. In the end, ic came 
down to two names when 
the 77 ballots cast were tal- 
lied on June 7. Cinthois got 
20. but was nipped out by 
Cintheauxiens with 21. The 
winner was kept secret 
until Sunday so it could be 
announced with much fan- 
fare at the village's yearly 
festival. 

French MP acts on 
dog mess hazard- 

PARIS (R) — The tourist’s 
nightmare of dodging 
500,000 tonnes of dog ex- 
crement dumped annually 
on the streets of Paris was 
tackled by a French parlia- 
mentarian. Conservative 
MP Pierre Pascallon tabled 
a bill in the National As- 
sembly proposing that dog 
toilets should be installed 
on French city streets and 
that dog owners should be 
taxed according to the 
weight of their animals. He 
said 2 1 per cent of France’s 
7.8 million dogs live in 
apartment blocks and to* 
tile toilets, to be called “ca- 
nisettes.” should be 
every town of over 500 
inhabitants. Tourists ft*" 
quently complain that dog 
excrement is a major prob- 
lem in visiting the other- 
wise beautiful city of Paris,#; 1 
where statistics show ihfci > 
two million inhubitahtS-- 
own 300.000 dogsJDozens 
of motorbikes equipped 
with vacuum cleaners are 
used to clean the streets in 
•ui operation which costs 
the city $4.4 million a yea t 
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» Pakistan police fire at protesters; 2 killed 
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ISLAMABAD (R) — At least two 
members of the right-wing Jamaat-e- 
Islami party were killed and several 
wounded as police fired at party pro- 
testers in Rawalpindi, near the capital 
Islamabad, Monday, hospital and Ja- 
maat sources said. 

Troops were called in after hours of 
clashes between police and Jamaat 
protesters accusing Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto’s government of cor- 
ruption, witnesses said. 

Two dead and 10 to 12 injured peo- 
ple were brought to Rawalpindi Dis- 
trict Headquarters Hospital, a doctor at 
the hospital emergency department 
said. All wore civilians. 

He. said he had heard that another 
dead man had been taken to another 
hospital but was unable to confirm the 
report 

9 Witnesses said police fired at the 
' protesters near a cinema to stop them 
from assembling at Liaquat Bagh Park 
in centra] Rawalpindi before marching 
to Ms. Bhutto's office in Islamabad to 


protest against alleged corruption in 
her government 

The protest followed Sunday’s 
nationwide general strike called by the 
main opposition alliance to protest 
against a harsh tax-packed budget for 
fiscal 1996/97 (July-June) announced 
by Ms. Bhutto’s government on June 

“This is not poor people’s govern- 
ment It should be ashamed of present- 
ing such a harsh budget” a Jamaat 
protester shouted as police arrested 
him on a Rawalpindi street 

A Jamaat-e-Islami spokesman said 
police resorted to firing at two places 
on the main Murree Road boulevard, 
connecting Rawalpindi with Islama- 
bad. 

He said Abdus Samad. a worker of 
Jamaat’s Jamiat-e-Talaba student 
wing, and Shafiq were shot near Lia- 
quat Bagh. 

Witnesses said trucks carrying 
troops and mounted with machineguns 
were deployed at key points in the city. 


An army officer told Reuters they 
had received orders to reach the trou- 
ble spots. 

Witnesses said the police had 
blocked the area since early in the 
morning and fired (cargos at Jamaat 
activists as they began assembling at 
the park. 

Several protesters carried sticks and 
some hurled stones at police who 
chased them into side-streets. An un- 
known number of protesters were ar- 
rested, witnesses said. 

Police blocked all transport between 
Rawalpindi and Islamabad via Murree 
Road and parked trucks and laid 
barbed wire on the road to stop vehi- 
cles from entering Islamabad. 

The protesters chanted ami-govern- 
ment slogans as they played hide-and- 
seek with police along Murree Road. 

In Islamabad, Ms. Bhutto was due to 
meet her coalition allies and chair a 
meeting of her cabinet to consider 
protests against the budget 


Most Americans think Clinton acted 
illegdfly in "Whitewater scandals — - poll 
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WASHINGTON (R) — Fifty-two per cent 
of Americans believe President Bill Clinton 
did something illegal in the Whitewater 
scandal and 56 per cent think he probably 
tried to cover up wrongs that were commit- 
ted, according to a new poll released 
Monday. 

1 Both are the highest numbers recorded by 
the Harris poll since these questions were 
first asked in February 1994. 

The poll of 1,008 adults surveyed bet- 
ween June 6-10, “suggest that the continu- 
ing focus on the Whitewater affair are erod- 
qjag personal confidence in the president.” 
' said Humphrey Taylor, chairman and chief 
executive officer of Louis Harris and As- 
sociates Inc. 

But the poll added that only 22 per cent of 
all adults said they felt worse about Mr. 
Clinton because of Whitewater. 

In die February 1994 poll, 35 per cent of 
respondents said they believed Mr. Clinton 
probably did something illegal, and 46 per 
cent said he probably tried to cover up 
wrongs. 


Three of Mr. Clinton’s former associates 
were convicted on fraud charges related to 
the failed Whitewater real estate deal last 
month, but Whitewater special prosecutor 
Kenneth Starr is continuing to pursue sev- 
eral other cases. 

Two out of three people said they read or 
heard about the convictions of Jim and 
Susan McDougal. partners with Mr. Clinton 
and his wife in the deal, and Jim Guy 
Tucker, who succeeded Mr. Clinton as 
Arkansas governor. 

Me Taylor said the poll strongly suggest- 
ed that die Republicans would be able to 
use the Whitewater scandal in this year's 
election campaign to undermine trust in the 
president and his character. 

“Given the strength of the economy and 
the lead which the president enjoys over 
(Republican presidential candidate) Bob 
Dole on many other issues, ‘trust and char- 
acter' currently looks like the Republicans' 
strongest card,” Mr. Taylor said 

The poll has a margin of error of plus or 
minus three percentage points. 


India’s former ruling party 
forges alliance with bitter foe 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India’s former ruling Cong- 
, di.iL'L ' . K ' ress (I) Party Monday an- 
nounced it was joining 
. hands with a regional party 
, nc h MP ac S ■ ' ^touchable Hindus to 
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contest elections in the 
country's most politically- 
strategic state. 

Former Premier P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, who is also 
Congress president, said his 
party would contest the 
polls to the 425-scat legisla- 
ture of Uttar Pradesh in 
alliance with the Bahujan 
Samaj Party (BSP, Majority 
People’s Party). 

Elections in Uttar Pradesh 
will be conducted before 
November to end federal 
rule damped in the northern 
state of 1 20 million people a 
year ago when Mr. Rao’s 
Congress toppled a BSP 
government headed by the- 
then Chief Minister Maya- 
wati. ' 
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“The Congress has en- 
tered into an electoral al- 
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jiu | i ! , . ilu- the forthcoming assem- 

bly elections in Uttar Pra- 
desh ... The Congress Party 
is confident that this al- 
liance will benefit both (he 
parties,” Mr. Rao said 
Me. Rao said the Cong- 
ress, which propped up a 
six-party centre-left govern- 


, ^ 


',<K\ 

i«'l 




,.h 


,M ‘ l 


ment in New Delhi after the 
April-May general elections 
produced a hong parlia- 
ment, will contest up to 130 
seats in Uttar Pradesh, In- 
dia’s most populous state. 

Uttar Pradesh, which 
sends 85 MPs to the federal 
parliament, has produced 
nine out of India’s 1 1 prime 
mini sters and is considered 
the nursery of political par- 
ties. 

The 74-year-old former 
premier said the Congress 
had buried its animosity for 
the BSP, a party of low- 
caste Hindus who are con- 
sidered untouchables accor- 
ding to the pristine Hindu 
caste system, enforced ri- 
gidly in some areas. 

“Times have changed ... 
The (general) elections 
have shown us the way... 
We have learnt our les- 
sons,” Mr. Rao said refer- 
ring to the parliamentary 
elections in which no politi- 
cal party got a majority to 
form a government. 

The BSP, stung by the 
sacking of Ms. Mayawati’s 
three-month-long Uttar Pra- 
desh administration, had 
showered abuse on the 
Congress leadership and 
vowed never to have any 
flings with the bistorical- 
]y-dominant party 

BSP supremo Kansi Ram 


said in his pre-alliance dis- 
cussions with Mr. Rao it 
bad been decided to rein- 
stall Ms. Mayawati as Uttar 
Pradesh chief minister if the 
Congress-BSP combine 
won. 

“We had never been abu- 
sive of each other ... We me- 
rely criticsed each other,” 
Mr. Ram told a chaotic 
press conference in New 
Delhi after forging the al- 
liance with his former foe. 

He also said the BSP was 
bolding talks for forging a 
third alliance with the cen- 
trist Janata Dal (People's 
Party) as well as the the 
Hindu rightwing Bharatiya 
Janata Party for the upcom- 
ing polls in Uttar Pradesh. 

The Congress has vowed 
not to support the BJP in 
any forum and its refusal to 
support a 13-day-old minor- 
ity BJP government, formed 
on May 1 6, led to the ouster 
of the Hindu nationalists 
from power in New Delhi. 

Mr. Rao and Mr. Ram 
declined to comment on the 
potentially explosive issue 
of the possibility of the BJP 
joining with the BSP in the 
provincial elections in Uttar 
Pradesh. 


Manila , 

;■ rebels 
to sign 
transition 
accord in 
3 months 

MANILA (AFP) — An 
agreement creating a spe- 
cial transition government 
for a Muslim autonomous 
region in the southern Phi- 
lippines will be signed wi- 
thin three months, a senior 
official said Monday. 

Executive Secretary Ru- 
ben Torres, the chief aide 
of President Fidel Ramos, 
said that “in the next two 
or three months, we will 
probably finish that,” re- 
ferring to details for the 
transition government 
whose leadership will be 
offered to Muslim guerrilla 
leader Nur Misuari. 

His statement follows 
“frill consensus” reached 
Sunday at the end of three 
days of talks between Ma- 
nila and Mr. Misuari's Mo- 
ro National Liberation 
Front (MNLF) in setting 
up a transitional govern- 
ment to pave the way for 
the Muslim autonomous 
region. 

The agreement Sunday 
was considered a major 
breakthrough in the three- 
year-old peace talks bet- 
ween the government and 
the MNLF aimed at ending 
nearly a quarter century of 
bloody conflict in the 
Philippine south. 

However, details of the 
transition government, par- 
ticularly Mr. Misuari’s de- 
mand that a 20 , 000 -strong 
police force composed of 
MNLF guerrillas be placed 
under the council, remain 
unresolved. 

Government negotiator 
Alexander Aguirre ex- 
plained that the proposed 
transitional government 
would include three depu- 
ties under Mr. Misuari — 
one for the Muslims, one 
for Christians and one for 
tribal groups. 

Police sources said Mr. 
Misuari left the city of 
Davao and would travel to 
various cities in the south, 
meeting and consulting 
with local leaders. 


Zyuganov seeks deal on 
Russian unity government 


MOSCOW (R) — Communist presi- 
dential candidate Gennady Zyuganov, 
trailing President Boris Yeltsin in 
opinion polls ahead of the July 3 elec- 
tion runoff, called Monday for a 
national peace pact and a coalition 

government. 

Mr. Zyuganov’s coalition proposal 
was not new but his statement spelled 
it out in greater detail than before. It 
amounted to a three-way carve-up of 
the government after the election, 
based on results of last December's 
parliamentary election. 

The Communist leader proposed a 
list of names for a “council of national 
accord" including leaders of all parties 
in the State Duma, the lower house of 
parliament After the election the body 
would be changed by a constitutional 
amendment into a state council. 

Mr. Zyuganov, who has not cam- 
paigned since the June 16 first round 
in which he nailed Mr. Yeltsin by three 
points, declined to answer questions 
on his initiative but said he would hold 
a news conference Tuesday. 

He said the council would control 
foreign and domestic policy and form 
a national unity government in which 
a third of posts would go to bis Com- 
munist-led “National-Patriotic" bloc, a 
third to the current government and a 
third to other Duma factions. 

“Russia is in a serious situation and 
no single political force is in a domi- 
nant position,” Mr. Zyuganov said, cit- 
ing the danger of a “national collapse" 
which made such a pact essential who- 
ever won the runoff. 

Opinion polls published Sunday 
gave Mr. Yeltsin a wide lead in the 
race for the presidency, and Mr. 
Zyuganov’s passive campaign has 
raised speculation about whether he 
and his backers are really interested in 
winning the runoff. 

Some Russian analysts say the 
Communists' aim may be to come a 
respectable second to Mr. Yeltsin and 
use their control of the Duma to bar- 
gain over the new cabinet Mr. Zyu- 
ganov’s statement said the constitution 
should be amended to make the gov- 
ernment more accountable to parlia- 
ment, rather than the president 
Mr. Yeltsin has promised to renew 
his team but has shown no inclination 
to compromise by bringing in 
Communists or dilute his own powers. 

Last week he sacked three top offi- 
cials, including personal security chief 
Alexander Korzhakov, who were said 
by Russian commentators to be sym- 
pathetic to Communist coalition over- 



Russian Communist party leader Gcnnud* Zyugano> addresses reporters 
during a press conference in Moscow Monday. Mr. Zyuganov called for a 
pact to bring together Russia's main political forces and appoint a coalition 
government (Reuter photo) 


tures. 

Mr. Zyuganov's list of suggested 
cabinet members included t\v > Ycl:sin 
loyalists, Moscow M^y.vr Van Luzh- 
kov and Muraza Raklua.ov. president 
of the ethnic Rep-Wic of Bashkor- 
tostan. 

It also included M*v<mu pro-Com- 
munist nationalist politicians such as 
Sergei Baburin but omilted hardliners 
such as retired generals Albert Maka- 
shov or Valentin Varennikov. 

When Mr. Yeltsin organised his own 
“treaty of national accord" in March 
1994, the Communists boycotted it. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who travelled lo Belarus 
and the Russian Baltic enclave of Ka- 
liningrad at the weekend, paused 
Monday. But aides said he planned a 
campaign journey to the Volga region 
later in the week 

Mr. Zyuganov is said by his aides 
not to be planning any campaign trips 
outside Moscow. 

Mr. Yeltsin received a boost Monday 
when the liberal Yabloko Movement 
led by Grigory Yavlinsky decided to 
back him in the runoff, setting only 
mild conditions for him to meet :o 
earn their support. 

Mr. Yavlinsky wrote a letter to Mr. 
Yeltsin seeking assurances on a more 
welfare-oriented economic policy, on 
a commitment to ending the war in 
Chechenya. and a pledge to transfer 


some ut his presidential power*, to the 
government and parliament. 

A poll by the VTSIOM survey or- 
ganisation released Sunday gave Mr. 
Yeltsin a 53-34 leaJ over Mr. Zyuga- 
nov ;ind a survey by the Public (pin- 
ion Fund showed him ahead by 47-27. 

But pollsters said there was great 
uncertainty over how many declared 
Yeltsin supporters would actually 
bother to vote, based on the first round 
turnout. The Public Opinion Fund said 
that with an adjustment for this factor, 
Mr. Yeltsin's likely lead would shrink 
to three per cent — 33 to 30. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s commander in Che- 
chenva. Lt.-Gcncral Vyacheslav Ti- 
khomirov. told ITAR-TASS news 
agency that units under his command 
would begin withdrawing uncondi- 
tionally ul the end of the month. 

Gen. Tikhomirov said the 245th Me- 
chanised Infantry Regiment would be- 
gin its withdrawal on June 28. The an- 
nouncement came two days after talks 
with the rebels on implementing a 
ceasefire broke down Saturday with 
mutual accusations of had faith. 

The description of the pullout as 
unconditional suggested Mr. Yeltsin 
and his new national security supremo 
Alexander Lebed were determined to 
show voters troops were leaving 
Chechenya before the second round cu 
voting. 


Sheikh Hasina warned of problems ahead 


DHAKA (AFP) — Sheikh Hasina 
Wajed began her first day as prime 
minister of Bangladesh Monday 
boosted by opposition peace gestures 
but still faced with warnings of the 
problems ahead. 

Sheikh Hasina started the day by 
placing wreaths at the memorials for 
the 1952 Bengali-language martyrs in 
Dhaka and the dead from the 1971 
independence war in nearby Savar. 

She also visited the graves of col- 
leagues of her father, Bangladesh’s 
founding leader Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman, and leading pro-indepen- 
dence activists, Husain S. Suhrawardy 
and A.K. Fazlul Haque — the “Tiger 
of Bengal.’’ 

The 49-year-old head of the Aw ami 
League, which won this month’s elec- 
tions, later joined the first meeting of 
her cabinet sworn in Sunday, 

The Morning Sun newspaper said 
Sheikh Hasina had performed “a mon- 
umental comeback” after more than 20 
years in the political wilderness. It 
said her accession heralded “a new 
experiment in our democracy, battered 
in the past by political upheavals, mil- 
itary coups and abortive mutinies.” 

But the Daily Star warned: “If com- 
ing to power was tough, a far tougher 
task lies ahead” as "by all standards 
Bangladesh is a hand country to gov- 
ern." 

soon after being sworn in as 
Bangladesh's 10th premier since inde- 


pendence from Pakistan in 197 1 , Mrs. 
Hasina acknowledged to AFP; “I have 
been entrusted with a big responsibili- 
ty and pray to Allah to help me." 

She offered an olive branch to oppo- 
nents, including her arch rival and pre- 
decessor Mrs. Khaleda Zia of the 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party, by ask- 
ing for help to run the “government of 
national consensus." 

Mrs. Hasina went on state television 
Sunday night to appeal for restraint. 
And her position was boosted by Mrs. 
Khaleda’s decision 10 take an MP's 
oath Monday. 

The BNP leader stayed away from 
Sunday’s ceremonies. But she later 
sent a message of congratulations to 
Mrs. Hasina and w ished her success. 

Mrs. Khaleda's decision to become 
leader of the opposition in parliament 
and accept Mrs. Hasina as premier 
eased fears of political instability in 
coming days. Mm. Hasina led a two- 
year campaign that led to Mrs. 
Khaleda's resignation in March and 
the new elections. Rivalry between the 
two became fierce. 

The Financial Express daily said that 
with Khaleda s overture “Bangladesh 
can now confidently look forward to a 
stable political furore.” 

But it added: “The new government 
must develop a tolerant political cul- 
ture.” 

One political observer said Mrs. 
Hasina faced herculean challenscs. 


although making law and order her top 
priority had been a good first step. 

“She has to achieve consensus on all 
vital questions to bring unity to the 
bickering political groups.” he said. 

Leading economist Quzi Kholiquz- 
zanvan Ahmad added: “The premier 
faces myriad problems and extremely 
difficult ones, including the deregula- 
tion of the economy and privatisa- 
tion." 

Meanwhile most leaders of the 1975 
army coup in Bangladesh in which 
Prime Minister Hasina's father and 
other family members were killed, 
have fled the country fearing arrests, a 
source close to the leaders said 
Monday. 

The sources said four of the coup 
leaders left the country just ahead of 
Mrs. Hasina’s swearing in Sunday. 

Mrs. Hasina has repeatedly said she 
does not believe in revenge and that 
law would lake its own course. 

Her Awami League election mani- 
festo surprised B:ing!adcshis by drop- 
ping the demand for repealing the 
indemnity ordinance that constitution- 
ally bars the trial of ihe coup leaders. 

Her father and Bangladesh’s found- 
ing leader was assassinated along with 
most of his family members in ?he 
Aug. 15. 1975 coup. Mm. Hasina and 
her younger sister survived as they 
were abroad at that time. 


Indonesian army refuses to recognise Megawati 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia’s powerful military said 
Monday it no longer recognised Megawati Sukarnoputri as 
the leader of the opposition Indonesian Democratic Partv 
(PDI). 

A rebel faction of the PDI deposed Ms. Megawatt and 
elected deputy parliamentaiy speaker Suijadi as party' chief 
at a congress that ended Saturday in the North Sumatran 
city of Medan. 

Ms. Megawati, daughter of Indonesia's late founding 
President Sukarno, told more than 3,000 supporters Sunday 
the rebel congress was not legal and she would not leave 
the party's headquarters. 

Interior Minister Yogie Suardi Memet, who opened and 
closed the meeting, said the congress was legal and that the 
government backed Mr. Surjadi. 

“The government has formally recognised the outcome of 
the Medan congress... so it will not recognise any rivals. If 
the government sticks to its stance, so will the armed 
forces,” Lieutenant-General Syarwan Hamid, chief of the 
armed forces socio-political affairs, told reporters. 

He said Mr. Suijadi was expected to settle the rivalry 
within the PDI without the use of force. He gave no other 
details. 

The Indonesian military is a powerful force in the coun- 
try’s domestic affairs and has a major role in politics. 

A lawyer from the Legal Aid Institute. Munir, told 


Reuters Monday Ms. Megawati’s PDI planned to sue the 
interior minister for endorsing the congress. 

He said Ms. Megawati would also sue the National P' lice 
Department for giving the rebels permit 10 hold the v on- 
cress. 

Analysts said the prospect of two rival PDI groups will 
lead to political instability in Indonesia in the run-up to (he 
1997 general elections, which are seen as a scene-setter for 
presidential polls the following year. 

They said the government and the military backed the 
rival congress because it feared Ms. Megawati could draw 
votes in the general elections at the expense of the ruling 
Golkar Party and perhaps stand agjinst President Suharto in 
the presidential elections. 

Mr. Suharto, a former army general, is widely expected to 
seek his seventh five-year term in 1998. His election ha> 
never been opposed. 

Meanwhile, a Megawati loyalist told Reuters that about 
400 supporters were guarding the PDI headquarters in 
Jakarta to prevent the rival group from gaining entry. 

"There are 400 supporters here and 600 more will come 
tonight. We arc ready to die for Megawati," he said. 

The Christian-nationalist PDI, the ruling Golkar and the 
Muslim-oriented United Development Party (PPP) are the 
only three political groups authorised by the government to 
contest elections. 
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Hasty Israeli reaction 

TO ALMOST all those who followed the results 
of the Arab summit in Cairo on Saturday and 
Sunday, the .resolutions resonated with 
moderation and reflected a determination to 
proceed with Arab-Israeli negotiations 
according to the principles which first brought 
the antagonists together at Madrid. Bnt by the 
new Israeli government’s standards, the 
resolutions made nnilateral demands and 
attached conditions that could pose a threat to 
the peace process. 

Since the outcome of the process depends 
ultimately on Israeli intentions, we find 
ourselves unfortunately not optimistic about 
the Israeli reaction. AH the Arab su mm it did 
was reconfirm that peace in the Middle East 
should . be comprehensive, should be reached on 
the basis of U.N. resolutions and the laud for 
peace formula and should guarantee the rights 
.and security of all parties. In case Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu has 
forgotten, these are the principles which were 
embodied in the Madrid invitations and the 
ones which a Likud-led Israeli government 
accepted when it agreed to engage the Arabs in 
peace talks. 

Mr. Netanyahu was wrong to say that his 
government would not heed what he termed as 
“unilateral demands, pre-conditions and 
threats” made by the summit. To start with his 
characterisation of what happened was faulty, 
bellicose and not conducive to a comforting 
political environment under which the peace 
process can go forward. We just hope that Mr. 
Netanyahu does not want to use the resolutions 
as an excnse for not living up to Israel’s 
commitments to the principle of land for peace 
and to refrain from withdrawing from the . 
occupied Arab lands. 

If indeed, the new Israeli '.premier wants the 
Arabs to normalise ties with, his state, to 
accept Israel as a -partner in the region and to 
give up all their rights without him being 
ready to do what is necessary for peace, his 
recipe will not take us far. The mentality that 
has kept the region in the abyss of conflict 
and violence for decades has to be changed 
even by an Israeli right-wing government. 

The Arabs are reaching out to Israel with a 
formula that can save the region renewed 
turbulence and can ensure the fulfilment of 
both the security and rights of * Arabs and 
Israelis alike. Rightly the summit has warned 
that unless just and comprehensive peace on 
the basis of the guidelines of the Madrid 
formula is not achieved, all that has been 
achieved in five years of negotiations could be 
lost. This is not a threat. It is a statement 

about reality, the reality which Mr. Netanyahu 
should acknowledge and accept if the Middle 
East is to enter the new millennium without 
i the shadow of conflict and war banging over 
I its future. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER far A1 Ra’i daily praised plans under way 
by the Ministry of Transport for constructing an ambi- 
tious railway system in Jordan. The plans, which were 
recently announced by the minister of transport, reflect 
Jordan's interaction with the transportation develop- 
ments in the world which is now giving more and more 
attention to railway as means of resolving traffic prob- 
lems, said Ibrahim A1 S amman. Among the European 
nations that are giving increasing attention to railway 
transportation are Sweden and Germany which 
announced plans for huge investments in this kind of 
transportation, far exceeding those made for roads for 
economic and environmental reasons, noted the writer. 
He said Jordan is in bad need of railway transport sys- 
tem because trains are more efficient, use far less ener- 
gy than vehicles, save the Kingdom a great deal of 
expensive fuel and, most importantly, cause far less 
pollution to the environment. The writer said that not 
only do the railways acquire limited space on the 
ground, they can transport far greater numbers of pas- 
sengers in shorter horns, save the country fortunes by- 
minimising accidents, curtailing congestion on the 
roads and saving funds that used to be allocated for 
opening tunnels and building bridges for roads. 

A WRITER for A1 Dostonr Monday described the 
Cairo Arab summit as one that succeeded in paving the 
ground for an all Arab countries to reconcile despite the 
absence of Iraq. The Arab meeting in Cairo has also 
succeeded in rallying Arab backing for Syria, Lebanon 
and Palestine, which are struggling to regain their lost 
territories, and in projecting Egypt once again as the 
leading Arab state, according to TaherAdwan. The final 
communique, as read out by President Mubarak, 
summed up the Arab countries' position, reflected the 
feelings and aspirations of the majority of the Arab peo- 
ple and demonstrated the Arab countries' unity in the 
face of the co mmo n Israeli challenge, said the writer 
The convening of the summit proved two other things: 
that the previous claims that the Arab are too widely 
separated to hold a meeting at this high level was unjus- 
tified and that the Arabs can and must end their total 
subjugation to the Unites Stares and its dictates, contin- 
ued the writer. He said that the Arab summit has suc- 
ceeded in restoring the psychological balance between 
the Arab Nation and Israel, and paved the ground for 
future summits. 


Israeli media may be superficial but 
it has contributed to regional peace 




By Hanoch Marmari 

THE ROLE of the media in 
Israel’s political and social 
life can hardly be exaggerat- 
ed. Israelis are addicted to 
journalism, being avkl con- 
sumers of both print and 
electronic media. 

The print media in Israel 
is independent and commer- 
cial. Three dynamic daily 
newspapers are published, 
with a combined distribu- 
tion of some half a million 
copies on weekdays and 
close to a million on week- 
ends. They compete for a 
market of more than two 
million readers. 

The state retains control 
over the allocation of broad- 
cast channels and franchis- 
es, but the two broadcasting 
authorities are not operated 
directly by the government, 
and their work is not depen- 
dent on the government in 
any direct way. 

The Israel Broadcasting 
Authority is a public author- 
ity that levies licence fees. 
The Second Channel 
Authority -giants broadcast 
licences to commercial 
companies. 

There is also a cable tele- 
vision network, to which 
three-quarters of a million 
households are hooked up. 
This translates into about 
three million individuals, or 
more than two-thirds of the 
population. Cable television 
provides 45 varied stations, 
including several that fea- 
ture locally-packaged pro- 
gramming, as well as direct 
satellite broadcasts from all 
over the world — Russia, 
America, Europe, Turkey, 
Egypt, Jordan, Morocco and 
Saudi Arabia. 

Israel’s daily newspapers 
do not merely deliver vigor- 
ous news coverage. The 
press in Israel is opinionat- 
ed, inquisitive, outspoken 
and always” vibrant and con- 
troversial The media pro- 
vides a direct reflection of 


the feelings and sensibilities 
of the public. In fact, it is 
frequently the media that 
elicits these feelings from 
the public. 

Israel’s society comprises 
distinct demographic 
groups — religious and sec- 
ular, Arabs and _ Jews, 
Westerners and Orientals, 
city -dwellers and provin- 
cials, intellectuals and ordi- 
nary people. In spite of 
these various divisions, the 
same print and electronic 
media manages to serve and 
reflect the opinion of each 
and every one of these sec- 
tors. 

I believe that this is the 
basis of the common Israeli 
experience. I am suggesting 
that newspaper readers and 
television viewers in Israel, 
whoever they are and how- 
ever they might identify 
themselves, absorb the same 
package of information. The 
news items to which they 
are exposed create a com- 
mon foundation of experi- 
ences, a collective reservoir 
of emotions, such as pride, 
frustration, anxiety and 
grief. The media not only 
helps mould the social con- 
tract that underpins Israeli 
society, it is also a primary 
force in determining the 
public’s state of mind and in 
shaping public opinion. ! ■ 

It was this power and 
influence, possessed by toe 
media, that enabled toe out- 
going government to make 
such rapid progress in its 
relations with an organisa- 
tion previously regarded as 
a mortal enemy. Within a 
short period of time, this 
same ■ organisation became, 
in the media and through toe 
media, a legitimate and 
desirable partner for peace- 
making. 

However, we should bear 
in- mind that tbe media’s 
strengths are- not-a one-way 
street The same media that 
catalysed a transformation 
in tbe public mind regarding 


toe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO) was 
also, more recently, tbe cat- 
alyst of a derailment of the 
peace policy. Collective 
public anxiety in the face of 
terrorist attacks bought 
about the closure of tbe bor- 
ders between Israel and tbe 
Palestinian territories. The 
sense of public frustration in 
the face of the Hizbollah’s 
Katyusha attacks resulted in 
a military response in 
Lebanon, and toe ensuing 
Cana disaster. 

Due to Israel's relatively 
small size, there are only 
three daily newspapers cur- 
rently distributed nation- 
wide. Other daily newspa- 
pers cater to toe needs of 


news channels, as a largely 
homogeneous group: 
knowledgeable, well- 
informed, authoritative, 
involved, secular, moderate 
— influenced by the media 
style of America and, to a 
certain degree, of Europe. 

Tbe media in Israel has a 
short span of attention and 
is superficial, quick to raise 
issues to the public agenda 
— and just as quick to aban- 
don than. This hyper-activ- 
ity creates cultural icons and 
role-models for identifica- 
tion and replaces them fre- 
quently. The media is highly 
ethnocentric — as we are 
continually fussing over 
ourselves and over our own 
daily troubles. 


“The media in Israel has a short 
span of attention and is superficial^ 
quick to raise issues to the public 
agenda — and just as quick to 
abandon them ... At the same time , 
the media has been a pillar of criti- 
cally important support for every 
government that has advanced the 
peace process ...” 


individual sectors — a busi- 
ness daily newspaper in 
Arabic, in English and in 
Russian, and newspapers 
for toe religious community. 

The three Hebrew dailies 

— “Ma’ariv”, “Yediot 
Aharonot” and “Ha’aretz" 

— are published in Tel Aviv. 
All are written in basically 
the same journalistic lan- 
guage. “Ha’aretz” appeals 
to an elite readership, the 
majority of whom are sub- 
scribers, and is thus 
reserved, cool-headed, and 
more textual; However, in 
general one can < regard the 
three newspapers, 'as^well as 
tbe radio and television 


Tbe media dlls an impor- 
tant role in preserving 
Israel’s democratic values 
and advocating their further 
refinement. In recent years, 
the media has been involved 
in encouraging toe peace 
process. I do not think I 
would be wrong in saying 
that tbe media has been a 
pillar of critically important 
support for every govern- 
ment that has advanced toe 
peace process and has con- 
stantly Spurred minis terial 
foot-draggers. At the same 
time., tbe media has played 
an .important part in the 
restraint -and containment of 
over-adventurous military 


initiatives, no matter which 
government was in power. 

“Ha’aretz”, which-I repre- 
sent, is an independent pri- 
vately-owned daily newspa- 
per that has been published 
since 1 919. For the last 57 
years it has been in tbe 
hands of toe Schocken fam- 
ily. While “Ha’aretz” has 
high regard for news report- 
ing and investigative jour- 
nalism, the expression of 
opinions on all areas of our 
life holds equal value. We 
seek to influence the entire 
public, and especially those 
people engaged in making 
policy, creating and shaping 
the Israeli reality. 
“Ha’aretz” is proud of tbe 
long list of its reporters and 
columnists whose opinions 
are closely listened to by 
those who occupy toe 
boardrooms and corridors of 
power. 

“Ha’aretz” cherishes the 
values of mature democra- 
cy, including the principles 
of h uman and civil rights — 

this has been toe primary 
basis of its opposition to the 
occupation — separation of 
synagogue and state; eco- 
nomic liberalism; and social 
justice. For years, 
"Ha’aretz” has been follow- 
ing in intense detail the 
political processes along the 
road to peace. 

Our consistent overall pol- 
icy, whose roots date back 
to toe summer of 1967, has 
been that concessions are 
required in order to achieve 
peace. These concessions 
include an agreed withdraw- 
al from Lebanon, withdraw- 
al from toe Golan in 
exchange for full peace and 
adequate security arrange- 
ments, and toe establish- 
ment of a Palestinian state 
within agreed borders. 

“Ha’aretz” folly appreci- 
ates the importance of cov- 
ering global events. Prime 
space and; effort are allocat- 
ed to international coverage. 
One of our most important 


goals is to provide adequate 
coverage of the Arab World, 
the Palestinians, tbe neigh- 
bouring countries, tbe wider 
Middle East and toe 
Maghreb. To that end, we 

maintain 3 liUgC Staff of 
journalists and commenta- 
tors whom we encourage to 
express themselves in-depth 
and in detail. 

To date, we have not been 
successful in our efforts to 
maintain a permanent corre- 
spondent in any of our 
neighbouring countries. At 
times, even short-term 
assignments by journalists 
to neighbouring capitals 
have encountered difficul- 
ties. However, we hope that 
the situation will soon be 
such that we will be able to 
maintain permanent bureaus g* 
in the important capitals of 47 
the Arab World, and perhaps 
to offer assistance to Arab 
correspondents serving in 
Tel Aviv. 

If foil peace in the Middle 
East is indeed the objective, 
Israeli and Arab journalists 
must find a way to support 
tha t peace, each according 
to his own ability, in Ins 
own language and within 
his own means. They must . 
do their best to reach out to 
the hearts and minds of their 
readers, so that everybody 
can embrace peace as 
between mutually respected; 
neighbours. 

Israeli and Arab journal- 
ists must find ways to influ- 
ence die navigators of poli- 
cy to steer a true course 
towards the noblest of r 
goals, peace. 


The writer is editor-in-chief 
of the Tel Avrv-based Israeli 
daily Ha'aretz. The above 
article is based on m 
address he -delivered at a 
^(inference fpr ", Arab dnd 
Israeli journalists held in 
the Hague in mid-June. 


Elections at the U.N. — a case of American manipulation 


By G. BL Jansen 

THE IRON grip that pro- 
Israeli Zionist groups and 
individuals in the U.S. have 
on American foreign policy, 
especially on the Middle 
East, is exposed with brutal 
clarity through 

Washington's opposition to 
a second term for Butros 
Ghali as U.N. secretary gen- 
eral. 

The openness of that 
opposition is surprising 
because it is six months 
ahead of the election of toe 
secretary general which is 
usually shrouded in confi- 
dentiality if not secrecy. 
This indicates that tbe U.S. 
wants to make its wishes 
clearly known without any 
slip between cup and lip. 

The shortness of public 
memory being what it is, 
most people probably do not 
remember the Cana mas- 
sacre when, on April 18, 
1996, in the course of the 
Israeli onslaught on 
Hizbollah guerrillas in 
Lebanon, Israeli gunners 


shelled a UN. encampment 
where hundreds of civilian 
were taking refuge, killing 
102 of them. 

Because of worldwide 
condemnation, the UN. 
under Butros Ghali set up a 
commission of inquiry of 
which the U.S. and Israel 
did not approve because, the 
facts being clear, it was 
anticipated that the commit- 
tee’s findings would be con- 
demnatory of Israel So, 
when after the lapse of a 
few weeks it was announced 
that toe commission's report 
was ready, tendentious leaks 
from U.S. sources at UN. 
headquarters claimed that. 
the report would probably 
not be published at all or 
published only after being 
toned down so that it would 
not displease toe U.S. on 
behalf of its friend and ally, 
Israel. 

The mere possibility of 
such censorship caused such 
a clamour that Butros Ghali, 
jealous of the reputation for 
independence of die world 
body, was prompted into 


saying that toe report would 
be published entirely, with- 
out any watering down. 

At that time, press reports 
from the UN. said that 
because of the position 
Butros Ghali had taken oyer 
the report be was running 
toe risk of displeasing the 
U.S. and toe loss of U.S. 
support for his election to a 
second term. Those fears are 
now justified by the 
unprecedented manner in 
which ' Washington has 
openly opposed his reelec- 
tion, breaking the usual rale 
of silence arid discretion on 
the secretary-general’s elec- 
tion. And this happened 
quite soon after Cana, so it 
is fair to surmise “post ergo 
propter hoc” — “after it and 
so because of it.” 

The U.S., of course, can- 
not admit that it is doing this 
at the behest of IsraeL But 
the reasons given for toe 
very early and open U.S. 
opposition are very uncon- 
vincing. 

Thus, U.S. spokesmen 
claim Butros Ghali has not 


reformed the UN. secretari- 
at or pruned its budget Yet a 
listing of the reforms that 
have actually been carried 
out under his watch is quite 
impressive, as even his crit- 
ics admit. Nor does it lie in 
the mouth of the Americans 
to talk of financial savings 
when it owes toe UN. more 
than a billion dollars in back 
does, because of which, 
according to toe rales, the 
U.S. should have been 
stripped of its voting-rights. 

One of tbe many things 
that Butros Ghali has said 
and done to anger and irri- 
tate toe U.S. is that he fre- 
quently and publicly 
reminds Was hingto n that it 
is a debtor state.. 

Another particularly hyp- 
ocritical U.S. -reason for 
opposing Butros Ghali is 
what Americans have called 
his lack of leadership. And 
they blame him for bungling 
UN. efforts in Bosnia and 
Somalia, for which the U.S. 
itself was largely responsi- 
ble. Because the UN. con- 
tributed the largest number 


of troops to the UN. force 
in Somalia, it took over the 
direction of the UN. action 
and handed this over to 
Ambassador Robert Oakley. 
This, mistakenly, was 
reduced to a personal 
vendetta against General 
Mohammad Aideed, the 
leading Somalia warlord. 

In Bosnia, on the other 
hand, toe UN. foiled 
because, among other rea- 
sons, toe U.S. refused to 
send in its troops — every- 
thing else bnt no American 
“boys” because they might 
come home in body bags. 
(The “body bag syndrome” 
now dominates U.S. mili- 
tary p lannin g) 

. It is ironic that when 
Butros Ghali was elected, 
with the support of toe U.S., 
it was said that support was 
inevitable because he was 
known to be “America’s 
men.” For many years in Cairo 
he had been associated with the 
Congress for Cultural Freedom 
which, it was later revealed, 
had been a “front” for the U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency. 


Tbe candidate the UJS. then 
opposed was Prince Sadnxldin 
Aga Khan because Washington 
feared he would be too inde- 
pendent and too Third ftbdd. 

But. despite that beginning, 
Butros Ghali. as has happened 
to others in leadership posi-jjp 
tions, has grown with and into 
tbe job so he often refused to 
follow American dictates — as 
with the Cana report. 

One of his predecessors, Dag 
Hammarskjold, was also very 
independent minded, but be 
was a Swede and Swedes are 
notoriously neutral and inde- 
pendent — a character trait not 
to be expected from an Arab, 
and especially not an Egyptian. 

A further example of Butros 
Ghali’s “bolshiness” is that,- 
even after the U.S. had 
declared its opposition to. him, . 

. he stated his continuing inteu-.. 
tion to stand for a second term. 

And if be does that to. the end, 
it would be a most welcome- 
example of courage — most 
welcome to a great many peo- 
ple at UN. except the U.S. and - „ 
IsraeL _£. 


U.S. under new pressure on Pakistan missile report 


By Carol Giacomo 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — A 
reported U.S. finding that 
Pakistan now has opera- 
tional nuclear-capable 
Chinese-made missiles 
could hardly come at a 
worse time for Washington. 

It raises die pressure to 
impose arms-related sanc- 
tions on Beijing even as the 
Clinton administration faces 
a possible Sino- American 
trade war and a fight with 
Congress over renewing 
China’s most favoured 
nation trade status. 

The Pakistan missile 
report is contained in a new 
intelligence finding am- 
finned by U.S. sources. It is 
disputed by some influential 
senior policymakers, but it 
adds to a debate over 
whether toe administration 
places more value on trade 
than on halting tbe spread of 
destabilising weapons. 


“The administration is 
willing to go to tbe mat with 
the Chinese over Mickey 
Mouse and Windows,'” said 
arms expert Gary Milhollin, 
referring to the row over 
copyright infringement on 
videos and computer pro- 
grammes that could lead to 
U.S. sanctions on China if 
the dispute is oot settled by 
Monday. 

“Bnt toe administration is 
not willing to go to the mat 
over tbe spread of toe 
bomb” he said in an inter- 
view. 

The controversy over 
China’s sale of M-ll tacti- 
cal missiles to Pakistan has 
been raging on and off for at 
least the last five years. 

But it reignited this week 
with tbe reports that U.S. 
intelligence agencies have 
concluded with “high confi- 
dence” that Pakistan has 
obtained the missiles. 

U.S. sources said the find- 
ing concludes Pakistan 


probably has finished devel- 
oping nuclear warheads for 
these nrissites.and raises toe 
possibility that while they 
are not deployed, Islamabad 
may now have toe capabili- 
ty to fire tbe missiles. 

In Islamabad, a Pakistan 
foreign ministry spokesman 
said reports of the alleged 
deal were baseless and an 
attempt to harm relations 
between Washington and 
Islamabad. 

China .> also i ^rejected tbe 
reports as “totally ground- 
less” with foreign ministry 
spokesman Shea Guofong 
telling reporters Thursday: 
“China did not and will not 
export such missiles to 
Pakistan or export similar 
missiles to any other coun- 
try” 

However, China’s ambas- 
sador to Washington said in 
a 1991 speech here that 
Beijing bad supplied 
Pakistan with “a tiny num- 
ber of short-range tactical 


missiles.” 

The United States says the 
missile it calls the M-ll has 
a range of 300 km and 
hence violates the missile 
technology control regime 
that aims to control toe 
spread of missiles to coun- 
tries tike Pakistan. China 
has held that the missile 
does not violate toe MTCR 
guidelines. 

U.S. officials previously 
judged that C hina trans- 
ferred M-ll missile compo- 
nents to Pakistan, but have 
been divided for some tinv 
on whether tbe parts had 
been assembled into whole 
systems or whether whole 
systems had been shipped. 

The new. finding reaffirms 
tbe intelligence agencies’ 
view that complete Chinese- 
made M-ll missiles are in 
Pakistan. 

'If the administration 
accepts this view, it conld 
trigger sanctions against 
both Islamabad and Beijing 


under U.S. law. 

State Department and 
other U.S. officials insist the 
intelligence report is nor 
based on new information 
but uses existing data in a 
new assessment of military 
capabilities. 

Ttey say it leaves open 
the question of whether 
there is proof completed 
missiles are in Pakistan. 
“There is no smoking gun,” 
several officials said, using 
thensame' phrase . 

Washington in 1991 and 
again in 1 993 imposed sanc- 
tions on China for missile 
cooperation with Pakistan 
but .then lifted them when 
Beijing made promises to 
abide by the MTCR. 

Tte latest commitments 
were mad e to Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher in 
1994 and U.S. officials say 
they believe China has hon- 
oured that pledge since 
then. 

Senior officials, eager to 


get shaky U S - China ties 
back on track, axe approach- 
ing the issue with great cfflK 
tion. They insist they wifi, 
impose sanctions if warrant- 
ed but cannot act without 
concrete proof because toe 
ramifications are profound. 

Ml Christopher was simi- 
larly cautious on the issue of 
China’s sale of endear- 
related ring magnets to 
Pakistan. He recently reject* 
ed imposing sanctions on 
Beijing for that deal on 
grounds senior Chinese offi- 
cials were unaware of it 

This has fuelled critics 
like Milhollin who say ti® 
United States, eager to par- 
sue trade with China, is 
ignoring Beijing’s efforts to 
escape sanctions by trans- 
ferring axxns technology 
piece by piece of 

whole systems. 
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Jerusalem’s striking architecture — the enduring 
beauty of buildings and communities alike 

chitecturp lime nr Tame ... ... 


Jerusalem Architecture 

By David Kruyanker 
Tarns Parke Books, Lon- 
don, 1991, 210 pp, colour 
photos, drawings and 
plans. 

JD 31, available in 
Amman from Philadelphia 
Book Gallery. 
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I rarely buy or read large, 
coffee-table-style bo6ks; 
but when asked to, I 
accepted to read and review 
this book, due to the combi- 
nation of the attraction of 
the subject and the obvious- 
ly free quality of the book. 

I was intrigued to see if 
the author could capture the 
complexity of ancient and 
modem Jerusalem in a 
manner that was both polit- 
ically/ culturally fair and 
also accurate in terms of 
^ Jerusalem’s phenomenal 
urban fabric. My conclu- 
sion is a broad yes to both 
questions, with the minor 
complaint that the text 
tends to define the starting 
point of Jerusalem as its 
adoption as a Jewish capital 
some three thousand years 
ago. 

I say this is a minor point 
because X do not think this 
book is an occasion to 
engage in yet another his- 
torical debate about Jewish, 
Christian and Muslim roots 
in the holy city, which is 
holy to all three religions. 
Not only is the debate about 
Jexusalent’s identity .as an 
Arab or Jewish city impos- 
sible to resolve; it is also 
probably meaningless. For 
as this book’s splendid pho- 
flt tographs and drawings indi- 
cate, Jerusalem’s urban fab- . 
ric is so tightly interwoven 
with strands of Muslim, 
Christian and Jewish archi- 
tectural identity that it 
becomes not only impossi- 
ble to assign sole ownership 
to. the city, but probably 
raise ridiculous even to try; 

• The fact that Arabs^or 
Israelis, or Christians, Mus- 


lims or Jews, compete to 
claim sole or dominant pos- 
session of the city merely 
confirms the reality that it 
belongs to them all, that 
exclusive political sover- 
eignty, religious signifi- 
cance or even cultural 
assertion arc merely the 
exaggerated contemporary 
expressions of tormented 
and traumatised minds. A 
reading of the book’s text 
and an appreciation of its 
photographs and line draw- 
ings makes you realise once 
again why Jerusalem occu- 
pies such a central place in 
the politics of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict and in the 
imagination of the 2.5 bil- 
lion people — about half 
the world's population — 
wbo are Muslims, Chris- 
tians or Jews. 

The most striking thing 
about Jerusalem to rue is 
not its spirituality, but the 
combination of a long tradi- 
tion of ordinary people’s 
neighbourhoods and monu- 
mental public architecture 
that make its urbanism so 
beautifully and so faithfully 
representative of the last 
several thousand years of 
human civilisation. The 
book reminds us that the 
old city, the heart of the 
more extensive modem 
metropolis, retains the basic 
infrastructural plan of a 
Roman-Byzantine town; it 
is divided into four quarters 
by two intersecting linear 
main streets. 

We are told: “The four 
sections created by the 
geometry of the main 
streets form the basis for 
the ethnic-religious quar- 
ters — Jewish, Muslim, 
Christian and Armenian — 
that comprise the Old City 
in its present state. It is not 
a ‘surgical’ division, for 
there is some ethnic-reli- 
gious spillover between the 
sections.” 

This “spillover” is not 
only ethnic or religious in a 
horizontal sense, across 


space. It is also a spillover 
vertically over time, span- 
ning generations and civili- 
sations. The special attrac- 
tion of Jerusalem is not 
merely that it is holy to sev- 
eral religions, and has been 
for many centuries, but 
rather that it incorporates 
within its living urban fab- 
ric the physical record of a 
rare and particular combi- 
nation of pluralistic spiritu- 
ality, demography, architec- 
ture and culture, inducting 
local and imported tradi- 


rightly reminds us). The old 
houses in the Muslim quar- 
ter, we are told, “reflea the 
gradual evolution of Arab 
residential construction, 
from the rural village home, 
some elements of which 
continue from Biblical 
times, to concrete urban 
structures.” 

The book then continues 
with chapters that treat the 
modem, extra-mural city of 
Jerusalem, which is defined 
by a combination of Arab, 
Jewish and European Chris- 


Book review 


tions. 

The book captures this 
rich diversity of hi tman sen- 
sibility and architectural 
design by separating the 
many different strands into 
their individual compo- 
nents, on the basis of rinw 
periods, religions and even 
political control Where is .a 
captivating chapter about 
architecture styles during 
the period of the British 
mandate). Chapter three, 
succinctly reviewing the 
architectural and urban 
development of the old city 
from 1000 BC through the 
Ottoman Empire, neatly 
tracks how each succeeding 
civilisation built its own 
grandiose public buildings 
— which, then and today, 
were political statements as 
well as utilitarian facilities. 
The story starts with the 
early Jewish centuries when 
King David made the city 
his capital, and then in turn 
treats the Herodian, Roman, 
Byzantine, early Muslim, 
Crusader, Ayyubid, Mam- 
luke and Ottoman periods, 
ending with powerful sec- 
tions on European Christian 
buildings ana the Muslim 
quarter (which has twice as 
many residents as all the 
other Old City neighbour- 
hoods combined, the book 



tian building, what the 
author calls “architecture 
with ethnic identity", like 
the people who inhabit it, 
the city's architecture com- 
prises a variety of styles 
and traditions that have 
usually coexisted in harmo- 
ny while retaining their dis- 
tinctive character. This sec- 
ond section of the bode pro- 
vides informative and sen- 
sitive treatments of Jewish 
and Arab building in the 
period 1860-1918, along- 
side European Christian 
building that was in pan a 
“power struggle” for imper- 
ial domination of the holy 
city. The descriptions of 
German, French, British, 
Russian and Orthodox con- 
struction projects are as sat- 
isfying architecturally as 
they are historically, (Wing 
a period when “the Euro- 
pean powers and their 
Christian constituents vied 
for dominance in the 
emerging New Jerusalem.'’ 
The author notes that 
unlike Jewish and Arab 
architecture that reflected 
values of family intimacy, 
privacy, community or 
clustered tribalism, “Euro- 
pean Christian construc- 
tion, riding the high tide of 
imperialism, produced 
large compounds as well as 
monumental structures.... 
Germans, French, British, 
Russians — all sought to 
gain hegemony in the Holy 
Land for strategic, religious 
or colonial purposes,” 
which was achieved in part 


by offering religious and 
associated social services 
(schools, hospitals, lodging 
houses) to those who lived 
in tbe city or flocked to it as 
pilgrims. 

The book concludes with 
very informative, beautiful- 
ly illustrated sections on 
modem Jewish and Arab 
architecture, including Jew- 
ish garden neighbourhoods 
and tbe homes of affluent 
Arab residents. Tbe last 
chapter on modem building 
reminds us that this is not 
only a book about histoiy. 
but rather that the story of 
Jerusalem, its architecture, 
people and politics, contin- 
ues unabated. 

The combination of high 
quality, often full-page pho- 
tographs and detailed line 
drawings, in which people 
and buildings figure almost 
equally, allows the reader to 
imagine what life was like 
in the dry during most his- 
torical periods. This is a 
function of several attribut- 
es that make tbe city so 
endearing to residents and 
visitors alike — including 
tbe monumental nature of 
the architecture and its 
good state of preservation, 
tbe tendency for self- 
enclosed neighbourhoods 
and compounds to preserve 
tbe sentiments of a certain 
time and place, and the fact 
that people and buildings 
interact today as they have 
done in Jerusalem for thou- 
sands of years. 

One of the most endear- 
ing aspects of this book is 
the many small pho- 
tographs or drawings of 
architectural details, along- 
side tbe full-page panora- 
mas or monumental struc- 
tures. The large photos cap- 
ture the time period, but tbe 
small details capture the 
identity of tbe people and 
their values. Many are reli- 
gious — such as Koranic 
inscribed verses in stone on 
fountains, mosques and 
other structures, assorted 
styles of metal decorative 
“alums” atop minarets and 
bearing tbe form of tbe 
crescent, the Star of David 
on the doors of 19th Centu- 
ry Jewish homes, the bas- 


relief on the tower of the 
YMC A building depicting a 
six-winged seraph from the 
Vision of Isaiah (6:2-3) — 
and many others are also 
political ex' cultural, such as 
tbe sione medallions with 
geometric and floral 
designs on the Old City 
ramparts, tbe emblem of the 
Imperial Russian Orthodox 
Palestine Society on the 
facade of most Russian 
buildings at the end of the 
19th Century, or the 
stylised rosettes that deco- 
rated iron doors of 19th 
Century Jewish. Muslim 
and Christian families. 

I could not help but inter- 
pret the book’s emphatic 
portrayal of Jerusalem's 
architectural diversity as a 
political statement — to the 
effect that the city's magic 
and unique esteem in the 
eyes of its believers reflect 
precisely its multi-cultural, 
multi-religious legacy, its 
crowded, contiguous mesh 
of faiths and cultures. It is 
often difficult to separate 
the different ethnic strands 
of the city when one is there 
in person, and perhaps one 
should not try to do so. The 
exercise is satisfying, 
though, as undertaken in 
this book; it allows the 
reader to appreciate each 
distinct historical period 
and its building styles, 
while also enjoying tbe 
impact of the integrated 
urban complex as one unit 
that derives its dynamism 
from the cumulative energy 
and identity of its compo- 
nent ethnicities, cultures 
and religions. 

The message of multicul- 
tural ism is an appropriate 
one to hear and to reflea 
upon today, as we start to 
address the political ques- 
tion of Jerusalem’s future 
within the wider context of 
attempts to achieve Arab- 
Israeli peaces The message 
is not that of the book’s 
author, publisher or review- 
er, but of the stones, tbe 
structures and the city fab- 
ric themselves. When the 
city of Jerusalem — the 
idea of multiple faiths and 
cultures sharing a sacred. 


landscape — is allowed to 
speak for itself, without the 
interference or interpreta- 
tion of half-crazed contem- 
porary politicians, it gener- 
ally speaks in a language of 
cultural coexistence and 
respect, using a vocabulary 
that relies for its coherence 
on tbe cumulative creativity 
of previous civilisations 
and their builders of homes 
and houses of worship. 
Jerusalem is and should 
remain a symbol of both 
conflict and coexistence 
among its constituent com- 
munities, a reminder that 
tolerant pluralism has long 
defined the peoples and 
religions of the Middle East 
in between brief, violent 
spells of predatory conquest 
and colonial intemperance. 


This is a very beautiful, 
enriching, satisfying book, 
as measured both in terms 
of its architectural aesthet- 
ics and the beauty of the 
people who made and used 
its buildings. If we ore ever 
to construct an edifice of 
justice, peace and coopera- 
tion in Jerusalem 3nd the 
entire Middle East, it will 
have to reflect a demo- 
graphic and cultural archi- 
tecture in which tbe Christ- 
ian. Muslim and Jewish 
communities coexist with 
the same kind of integrated 
serenity and durability that 
we witness and enjoy in the 
built architecture of 
Jerusalem. 


Rami G. Khouri 






US. 


The eclectic style of the former Palace Hotel, built in 1929 


The main facade of A1 Aqsa Mosque, dating from the Ayyubid period. The seven 
arches of the front portko reflect the interior plan: a basilica with a central nave and 
three aisles on either side 


Oxford In Jerusalem: St George’s College and Cathe- 
dral, built In 1895-1912, emulate tire English collegiate 
Gothic style of.the 14th and 15duo)taries 


Karadzic presence looms 
over Bosnia elections 



SARAJEVO (AFP)— NATO's 
top commander in Bosnia 
Monday slammed Radovan 
Karadzic's hardline Serb 
regime as officials again 
ruled out the indicted war 
crimes suspect from standing 
in Bosnia's first post-war 
elections. 

Flavio Cotti, interim head 
of the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE), is expected 
lo announce the go-ahead and 
set 

date for the elections after 
a meeting in Vienna Tuesday 
with the OSCE permanent 
council. 

Mr. Karadzic's continued 
presence in leadership of tbe 
Serb regime — in power in 
one half of Bosnia — is seen 
as damaging chances of a free 
. and fair election. 

? Speaking in the Serb 
capital Pale on Monday, the 
head of the NATO-led peace 
force in Bosnia. U.S. Admiral 
Leighton Smith, warned a 
leading Serb hardliner he was 
not satisfied the treatment of 
Bosnian Muslims by the 
Serbs. 


Adm. Smith told Serb 
parliamentary Speaker 
Momcilo Krajisnik of his 
"dissatisfaction” with the 
way the Muslim population 
is being treated in several 
key Serb towns. 

In Sarajevo, a spokesman ' 
for the U.N. High 

Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said Monday at 
least 30 Muslims were 
evicted from their homes in 
Serb-controlled Banja Luka 
over the weekend in the 
biggest such wave of “ethnic 
cleansing" since the Dayton 
accord was signed last 
December. 

"We've had at least 30 
desperate people cpming to 
our office in Banja Luka this 
morning saying they have 
been evicted by the Serb 
refugees". UNHCR 
spokesman Kris Janowski 
•raid. 

Mr. Colli reiterated 
Sunday that he was concerned 
about whether sufficient 
"conditions for free and 
democratic elections" were in 
place. 


Bosnian Prime Minister 
Hasan Muratovic told Mr. 
Cotti Sunday that Bosnia 
would accept the OSCE 
decision on whether the polls 
can go ahead. 

Some 49 political parties 
and 33 independent 
candidates have entered for 
the elections — to a three- 
member presidency, 
parliaments for the Muslim- 
Croat and Serb-run entities 
that make up post-war 
Bosnia, and a series of lower- 
level authorities. 

Among these are the 
ruling Democratic Action 
Party (SDA) of President 
Alija Izetbegovic. the 
Croatian Democratic Union 
(CDU)fo 

the Croat-controlled areas 
■of Bosnia, and the Serb 
Democratic Party (SDS) in 
Scrb-conirollcd areas. 

Competing with the three 
main ethnically-based parties 
are a series of smaller 
groupings including several 
multi- ethnic parties, 
including the Union of 
Bosnian Social Democrats 
(UBSD) and the Party for 


Bosnia-Herzegovina (SBIH) 
of former Premier Haris 
Silajdzic.' 

Among the conditions Mr. 
Cotti must establish are 
whether there is sufficient 
freedom of movement to 
allow refugees and displaced 
people to vote, freedom of 
expression and association, 
and independence of the 
press, all across Bosnia, to 
permit the holding of free and 
fair elections. 

The OSCE's critics have 
urgued that these conditions 
do not exist — particularly 
in the Bosnian Serb entity 
which is still ruled by Mr.- 
Karadzic despite his 
indictment by the U.N. on 
charges of genocide and 
crimes against humanity. 

Mr. Karadzic has been 
ruled out however as a 
candidate in the poll. 

An adviser to top civilian 
envoy Carl Bildi. told a press 
hriefing here Monday: "It is 
the policy of the high 
representative (Bildi) not lo 
accept as legitimate leaders 
those indicted . for war 
crimes." 


Arabs hail Cairo summit 


(G o atfai a ed from page 1) 


Mr. Assad started the pro- 
cess of reconciliation with 
both King Hussein and Mr. 
Arafat, whom he had criti- 
cised for signing separate 
peace accords with Israel. 
And Mr. Arafat met with 
Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi despite their row 
over Libya's expulsion of 
Palestinians. 

Iranian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Mahmoud 
Mohammadi said the summit 


was "an important step for- 
ward" as it showed the Arab 
World had abandoned its 
•'pseudo-optimism*' towards 
Israel. 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto. whose 
country has tried to play a 
moderating role in the Mid- 
dle East peace process, said 
ihe aftermath of the summit 
was not “optimistic situa- 
tion." 

Kuwait welcomed a cull by 


the summit that Iraq commit 
itself to refrain being aggres- 
sive towards its neighbours 
and implement Gulf war- 
related U.N. Security Coun- 
cil resolutions. 

The cabinet said in a state- 
ment it was content with the 
position taken by Arab lead- 
ers on Kuwait's former occu- 
pier at the summit. 

Crown Prince Sheikh Saad 
Al Abdullah Ai Sabah 
“hailed the summit's firm 
position that demanded that 


the Iraqi regime not apply 
aggressive policies against its 
Arab neighbours." the state- 
ment carried by state-run 
Kuwait News Agency re- 
ported. 

On Middle East peace, the 
cabinet welcomed what it cal- 
led the summit's revival of 
Arab joint action on the basis 
of respect, sovereignty, re- 
gional security and non- 
interference in internal 
affairs. 


Greek succession battle is on 


(Cootianed from page 1) 


reforms. If Mr. Tsohatzo- 
poulos wins. PASOK will be- 
gin an experiment in power 
sharing to try to keep the two 
main factions happy and un- 
ited. 

“If Mr. Simitis wins 51 per 
cent of the delegates, then 
the remaining 49 per cent will 
be against him.” Mr. Tsohat- 
zopoulos said in a recent in- 
terview. 

“There is no single man in 
PASOK who can play the 
role of Andreas Papandreou 
as both premier and party 


leader." he added. 

Mr. Simitis describes him- 
self as a reformer but has 
moved slowly In initiating any 
change since replacing Mr. 
Papandreou in January. 

He took over as premier 
after Mr. Papandreou step- 
ped down in poor health, 
beating Mr. Tsohaizopoulos 
in a dose vote by PASOK’s 
parliamentary group. 

Mr. Simitis government 
has played to mixed reviews, 
weathering a crisis with Tur- 
key in January well and 


working for better ties with 
European Union partners. 

But some of his hand- 
picked ministers have been 
criticised, such as outspoken 
Foreign Minister Theodores 
Pangalos — who Mr. Tsohat- 
zopoulos describes as 
“dangerous” — and Vasso 
Papandreou. who upset fore- 
ign investors with her 
changes in agreed projects. 

Mr. Tsohaizopoulos has no 
experience in foreign affairs. 
He has been an uninspiring 
but hard-working minister 


with many portfolios. 

But his main handicap 
against Mr. Simitis may be 
his media image as a man 
who was Mr. Papandreou's 
shadow and cannot act on his 
own. 

**We will miss Papan- 
dreou," PASOK delegate 
COstas Hairus said. “He was 
a man with a vision who 
inspired respect. Now 
PASOK is up for grabs for 
hungry and uninspiring 
lieutenants.” 
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Israeli shekel surges after interest rate rise Calm markets smooth the 

A _ a v a / 


TEL AVIV (R) — The 
Israeli shekel rose sharply 
against the dollar and a bas- 
ket of foreign currencies on 
Monday after the Central 
Bank of Israel raised its key 
lending rate for July by 1.5 
percentage points to 17 per 
cent, dealers said. 

“The market is very ner- 
vous. We were all surprised 
by the central bank's move. 
The market had been 
expecting a rise of no more 
than 1.0 per cent,” said Guy 
Levi at Bank Leumi. 

“The shekel is expected to 
continue to rise in the next 
few days as the business 
sector will return to taking 
foreign currency linked 
loans?' Mr. Levy said. 

The representative rate for 
the dollar was 3.2310 
shekels against 3.2660 
shekels on Friday. The bas- 
ket. composed of the dollar, 
m. k, sterling, French franc 
and yen, closed at 3.6038 


shekels against 3.6476 on 
Friday. 

On the crosses the shekel 
traded against the yen at 
2.9663 shekels per 100 yen 
from 3.0058 on Friday, and 
against the mark at 2.1083 
shekels per mark against 
2.1406 on Friday. 

In late afternoon the dollar 
was trading at 3.2340 
shekels. 

After the central bank’s 
decision on Monday, deal- 
ers bad forecast an increase 
because of rising inflation in 
recent months, but they 
expected a more moderate 
0.5 to 1.0 percentage point 
rise. 

It was the fourth time the 
central bank has raised 
interest rates since the 
beginning of the year and 
the latest increase brings the 
central bank's key lending 
rate, which it charges to 
commercial banks at daily 


and weekly monetary ten- 
ders. to an annualised 17.0 
percent. 

Inflation has been running 
at an annual 1 5 per cent, far 
above the government's tar- 
get of 8-10 per cent and 
compared with last year's 
8.1 percent. 

Foreign currency dealers 
said there was demand for 
shekels immediately after 
the announcement. “The 
market is quite nervous. We 
didn’t expect such a high 
interest rate. We expect the 
shekel to strengthen against 
the dollar.” a dealer at Bank 
Leumi said. 

The stock market was 
expected to weaken on the 
riews. 

“The market was shocked 
by the high interest rate. We 
predict the markets will fall 
by one to two per cent 
today.” said Daniella Finn, 
head of sales at Batucha 
Securities and Investments. 


5 % annual growth ahead for South 
American trade bloc — official 


BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — 
South America's booming 
trade bloc Mercosur should 
grow by five per cent per 
year as of 200 1 . Argentina's 
Economy Minister Domin- 
go Cavallo forecast Mon- 
day. 

“We are going to move 
forward in recovering (the 
bloc's) growth" as Argenti- 
na and Brazil "consolidate 
their stability." Mr. Cavallo 
told business leaders at a 
World Economic Forum 
meeting here. 

Within five years, he said. 
"Mercosur will have sus- 
tained five per cent annual 
growth year after year.” 

Short for common market 
of the south, Mercosur 
groups industrial and agro- 
powers Argentina and Bra- 
zil with Uruguay and Para- 
guay in a megamarket of 
200 million consumers with 
a combined gross domestic 
product of $800 billion. It is 
expected to sign landmark 
deals at a summit meeting 
Monday and Tuesday in 
San Luis, Argentina to dis- 
mantle trade barriers with 
fast-growing Chile and 
Bolivia. Mr. Cavallo said 
the bloc soon could do deals 
with other South American 
countries, including oil ri- 
chvenezuela. 

He also said Argentina 
would continue to push for 
negotiating by 2005 free 
trade deals both with the 
European Union and the 


North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA), 
which groups Mexico, Ca- 
nada and the United States. 

The Argentine official 
underscored the progress 
his country had made on 
paper, growing an annual 
average 7.7 per cent from 
1991-1994, with five per 
cent growth projected for 
this year. He said balancing 
the budget was now a top 
priority. 

In a bow to widespread 
public concern about unem- 
ployment in Argentina — 
where the jobless rate tops 
18 per cent — and Brazil. 
Mr. Cavallo said Merco- 
sur's growth must come 
hand-in-hand “with ade- 
quate job creation.” 

At the summit in San 
Luis. Mercosur was due to 
sign an accord with Chile 
which calls for eliminating 
tariffs for 80 per cent of all 
products , as of October 1. 
Chile will not become a full 
member of the bloc. 

And Bolivia was expected 
to a sign framework agree- 
ment to negotiate an accord 
with Mercosur in December 
after voicing concerns 
about some protection for 
its soy and soy products 
markets. The Bolivia-Mer- 
cosur deal would take effect 
in 1997. 

Argentina Foreign Minis- 
ter Guido di Telia said the 
Chilean deal would be 
signed Tuesday and Bo- 


livia's was “being finished, 
we'll see how much prog- 
ress we can make in the 
coming hours.’’ 

Rules on product origin 
percentages reportedly still 
were being hammered out 

"The negotiations are at 
an advanced stage," Boliv- 
ian President Gonzalo San- 
chez de Lozada told repor- 
ters. 

In negotiating its deal 
with Mercosur, Chile got a 
measure of protection for its 
wheat and wheat flour pro- 
ducers which would be flat- 
tened by Argentine rivals. 
The barriers in that particu- 
lar market are to come 
down only in the second 
decade of the next century. 

World Economic Forum 
President Klaus Schwalb 
said Sunday that Chile 
could give Mercosur a 
much-needed link to the 
Asia Pacific region . Argen- 
tine fruit and processed 
food exports may get a 
boost in die Asia-Pacific 
region thanks to its bustling 
business presence in Chi- 
lean ports. 

But the fact the actual text 
of the accord with Chile had 
not been released ahead of 
the signing as observers 
suggesting that some points 
of contention may remain. 
Chile already does $3.4 bil- 
lion in business with Mer- 
cosur nations annually, but 
ran a trade deficit of $700 
million with them in 1995. 


THE Daily Crossword by Harvey L Chew 


ACROSS 
1 Commeal mush 
5 Fit 

9 Weapon handle 

13 *As lovely as 
a— " 

14 Lance 

15 Wings 

16 A pair of 
Jacksons 

19 Part of a sock 

20 Skin growth 

21 Gain knowledge 

22 Money 

23 Aridity 

25 Previously 

28 Trot and canter 

29 Spread 

30 Echolocation 

31 Moon module 
34 A pair of 

Jacksons 

38 Bridge term 

39 Narrow sheet 

40 Finished 

41 Less restrained 

42 Marshall Dillon 

44 Elves 

47 PA port 

48 Staggering 

49 Guinness 

50 Container for 
peas 

53 A pair of 
Jacksons 

57 “Let us take it — 
comes!" (Gilbert) 

58 Labyrinths 

59 Tear apart 

60 Japanese 
syllabic writing 

61 Mimic 

62 Counterfeit 

DOWN 

1 RBI.e.g. 

2 Florence's river 

3 Ancient Persian 

4 For each 

5 Not together 

6 Inclination 

7 “A Shropshire 

■ 

8 Make a boo-boo 

9 Lfla and Waiter 

10 Pond scum 

11 Exhibitions 


H 12 13 |4 


Is |6 17 18 


|9 110 111 112 


125 26 27 


131 132 |33 


144 )45 146 


ISO }51 152 


Oi 996 Trtoune MetSa Sefvicas, Inc 
All rtgftts reserved. 

12 Adolescents 
14 Marshy land 

17 Pitcher 

18 Beetle wings 

22 Thug 

23 Fop 

24 Iranian coin 

25 Fens 

26 She: Fr. 

27 Yard pans 

28 Dead duck 

30 Store events 

31 Affection 

32 Gives the 
once-over 

33 Damages 
35 Shoot forth 

repeatedly 
38 Sheltered 
37 Manner of 
expression 

41 Celebration 

42 Regions 

43 Opulent 47 Ml 

44 Pat of TV 49 Ci 

45 Certain cue in 50 N< 

singing °r 

46 ink ingredient 51 St 


IBEIDBP UUUU QOQKi 

[□□□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 
DQQGQ □□□□ □□□□ 

□an □□□□ 
qqqq ana aaaanal 
□□□ □□□□□ !!□□□□ 
□□aaamaaaoDaaaa 
□□□□a pbuqu □□□! 

□OJ3DQO DOB QQEQ 
□□□□ □□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□CIO 

□□□a □□□□ □□□□□ 
□□ □□ □□□□ □□□□□ 
E3QDB POPP □□□□□ 


Bank of Israel Governor 
Jacob Frenkel, a hawk in the 
battle against inflation, 
recently won a vote of con- 
fidence from newly-elected 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, who asked him 
to serve a second five-year 
term at the central bank and 
expressed strong support for 
his policies. 

Mr. Frenkel has long 
urged reduced government 
spending to help control 
inflation. The central bank 
noted that the government’s 
budget deficit in the first 
five months was three bil- 
lion shekels ($925 million) 
above the planned target for 
those months, without giv- 
ing further details. The bud- 
get deficit target for 1996 as 
a whole is a 7.6 billion 
shekels. 

“After many months in 
which monetary policy has 
shouldered the burden of 
tightening, there have now 


been created the conditions 
that will enable the redesign 
of economic- policy and at 
its centre budgetary tighten- 
ing.” the Bank of Israel said 
in a statement, in reference 
to the new goverraent. 

The new finance minister, 
Dan Meridor, backed spend- 
ing cuts on taking office last 
week, but has yet to 
announce any economic 
measures. 

“Until a fiscal tightening 
will take place and bear 
fruit, it is important that 
monetary policy will pre- 
vent a fiikber decline in real 
interest rales and thus con- 
tribute to stability, which is 
a necessary condition for 
continuing growth,” the 
central bank said. 

Today's rate rise was the 
largest since november 
1994 when the central bank 
also raised rates by 1.5 per- 
centage points. 


way for G 7 monetary accord ^ 


Tokyo stocks hit year’s high 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japa- 
nese share prices rewrote 
the year's high for the fifth 
straight trading day 
Monday with the key mar- 
ket barometer closing 0.3 
per cent higher on institu- 
tional buying of large-capi- 
tal issues. 

“Sentiment remains fairly 
optimistic.” one foreign 
broker said, adding that the 
likelihood of further gains 
will be “enough to force 
some institutions to come 
into the market with some 
follow-up buying.” 

The Nikkei stock average 
of 225 leading issues rose 
72.55 points to finish at 
22.603.20. The Topix Index 
of all issues on the first sec- 
tion of the Tokyo Stock 
Exchange was also up 9.31 
points at 1,718.91. 

Brokers said daily gains 
had been mostly modest, 
leaving room for further 
advances. 

“The stock average may 
challenge 23,000 as the 


supply-demand situation 
remains favourable,” Yam- 
atane Securities Equities 
Manager Isamu Suzuki 
said, also pointing to stable 
interest and foreign- 
exchange rates. 

Turnover on the major 
board totalled an estimated 
450 million shares, against 
514.15 million shares trad- 
ed on Friday. 

Futures-led buying was 
also seen at the outset and 
toward the close of tradin g . 
The upswing was seen like- 
ly to continue throughout 
the week, brokers said. 

Friday marks the end of 
the second quarter, prompt- 
ing some investors to touch 
up their quarterly perfor- 
mances by “window-dress- 
ing," brokers said. Even so, 
few expect a reversal of any 
gains in the week ahead, 
they said. 

Advancing issues out- 
numbered losers 587 to 446 
while 1 97 other issues 
closed unchanged. 


PARIS (AFP) — The pre- 
vailing calm in foreign 
exchange markets and the 
recovery in the once-turbu- 
lent U.S. dollar should 
enable the world's richest 
nations to steer a steady 
course for global currency 
stability, as they prepare 
for their annual summit. 

A report by Finance min- 
isters from the Group of 
Seven industrialised 
nations is expected to be 
recommended for adoption 
at next week's Lyon 
Summit by France, which 
currently holds the G 7 pre- 
sidency. 

French Economy 

Minister Jean Arthuis 
described the still-confi- 
dential report on Thursday 
as “very good" — in con- 
trast to die “information 
document” which France 
refused to accept at last 
year's G 7 meeting in Ha- 
lifax, Canada. 

The four main themes in 
this year's document 
reflect the search for com- 
mon ground among those 
nations traditionally in 
favour of a more organised 
international monetary sys- 
tem. like Japan and France, 
and the supporters of “lais- 
sez-faire” flexible 

exchange rates such as 
Britain and Canada. 

The consensus is expect- 
ed to reflect the compro- 
mise position adopted by 
the U.S. administration of 
President Bill Clinton. 

“When one measures 
where we’ve come from, 
this report is satisfactory 
on the whole,” one source 
said. 


The compromise never- 
theless clearly leans in 
favour of market-driven 
solutions, insofar as they 
do not put into question the 
Plaza or Louvre accords of 
the 1980s or envisage the 
idea of a tax on currency 
speculation. 

Rather. international 
monetary stability appears 
to be the result of better 
economic policy coordina- 
tion. a greater understand- 
ing among policy makers 
of the market operators, 
stronger self-discipline 
among the different players 
and the increased role of 
the monetary police — the 
central banks and the 
International Monetary 
Fund. 

On the theme of multilat- 
eral surveillance and eco- 
nomic policy coordination, 
the finance ministers want 
to encourage a real dia- 
logue within the G 7, rather 
than a mere mix of mono- 
logues. 

On foreign exchange 
cooperation, the report 
agrees that central bank 
intervention, well used, 
can prove to be efficient. 

Supervision of credit 
risks is well-recognised as 
a key element in the stabil- 
ity of the international 
monetary system and the 
report has recommended 
tbat it be extended to 
emerging markets. 

Finally, in the same vein 
as the decisions taken at 
Halifax, the report ratifies 
the role of the imf both sur- 
veillance and the mobilisa- 
tion of finances in crises 
such as the collapse of the 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mika Aifjlrton 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to farm 
lour ordinary words. 


GANYM 


•JIM Mir* •*»■ Swum *t 


NUSEE 


WHAT THE &£ITI^H 
TENNIS PUT 

ON HI3 ^ERVE. 


Now arrange the circled letters Jo 
farm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: VIRUS LATHE SYMBOL PUDDLE 
Answer What the traffic offenders got in court — 
-SPEED"- Y TRIALS 


47 Mr. Fudd 52 ft® amfs county 

49 Carpenter's tool 54 Dfs.' gp. 


50 Not guBty. for 
one 

51 Sty sound 


55 Snooze 

56 What Sandy 
says 



Mexican peso in 1994-95. 

The "ordered recovery” 
of the dollar, according to 
the terms of a G “ commu- 
nique in April 1995 in . 
Washington, has done 
much to defuse the atmos- 
phere. Since the lows 
plumbed in the winter of 
1995, the U.S. currency , 
has gained 30 per cent 
against the yen and about 
13 per cent against the 
German mark. 

But its performance 
against the mark is regard- 
ed os insufficient by a good 
number of Europeans. 

“Against the mark, the 
dollar remains clearly 
undervalued.” said one 
European monetary* source, 
contradicting a recent 
Bundesbank report that the 
excessive appreciation of 
the mark has been correct- 
ed. 

Along with the Novem- .0 
ber presidential elections 
in the United States, the 
possible reversal of mone- 
tary policy in Japan or 
Germany and the obstacles 
on the path towards a sin- 
gle European currency, any 
agreement on international 
monetary stability to 
emerges at lyon will 
inevitably be subject to the 
toughest rest of all — on - 
financial markets. 

HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
TUESDAY JUNE, 25 
1996 

ByThomosS. PiersonAstrolo 
gcr. Carroll Righter 
Foundaiion 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19) Plan how much you ^ 
have to spend for gifts and “ 
festivities at this time: bud- 
get wisely and be more eco- 
nomical and sensible. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 
21) You may disagree about 
a matter connected with a 
fellow associate so try to 
'idne the affair down. Find 
wile right away to put your 
point across. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
21) Get your coming activi- 
ties nicely organised today 
so that you can handle them 
wisely. A fellow associate 
may not agree with your 
now. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Ju- 
ne 22 to July 2 1 ) Study what 
to buy for your best friends 
so you can please them for 
the days ahead. Be loyal to 
your mate for there to be 
harmony in your home, 0 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Try to coordinate out- 
side situations with home 
conditions at this lime and 
establish greater diplomacy 
around you for there to be 
harmony. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You have 
many ideas which can be 
put into operation during the 
daytime today and can gain 
practical benefits for your 
success. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Study the ideas 
of others so that you can 
improve dealings with them 
from the monetary stand- 
point Help your mate feel 
more secure. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) A fellow 
associate can be lucky in / 
handling an affair for you \ 
today, so relegate it to him 
or her. Show more patience 
to those you meet 
SAGITTARIUS: (Novem- 
ber 22 to December 21) Get 
into the right condition — 
mental and physical — for 
the days ahead. Rid yourself 
of limitations and free more 
time. 

CAPRICORN: (December 
22 to Jan. 20) Know what it 
is that your close friends 
want to have for the days 
ahead and buy them person- 
alised gifts at this time for 
harmony to exist. 

AQUARIUS; (January 21 
to February 19) Spend time 
at home so that you can 
everything in tip-top shape 
for the days ahead. Don’t 
postpone seeing a bigwig 
today and you can be very 
successful. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) This is a good -,.,j 
day to make visits, reach 
others by telephone, etc. Be 
vary careful while driving 
on the highway or you could ■ 
be in great difficulty, 

Birthstone of Jane: 
Emerald — Citrins. 
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MANAMA (AFP) — The 
Bahrain -based Arab 

Banking Corporation 
(ABC) is to launch the 
Islamic bank along with 
other institutional partners, 

it was announced in 
Manama on Sunday. 

‘The new institution will 
be called the Islamic 
Finance Corporation, with a 
total capital of SICK) mil- 
lion, of which ABC will 
own 25 per cent,” Ahmad 
Abdul Latif, president and 
chief executive of the bank, 
told reported. 

Hie shareholders will also 
include other Islamic banks 
and institutions. 

“We are planning to 
launch the batik in the first 
quarter of 1997, although it 
may materialise even earli- 
er” Ik said. 

Studies are being con- 


ducted and other sharehold- 
ers are being identified, and 
a clear picture will be avail- 
able by the end of July, Mr. 
Abul Latif said, without 
providing, other details. 

“The Islamic banking sec- 
tor is a growing sector and 
the current market potential 
is placed at $60 billion, and 
it is set to grow to SI 00 bil- 
lion over the next two 
years,” he said. 

“The ABC will not go into 
direct competition with the 
existing Islamic banks but 
instead pool their expertise 
aud financial strength” 
Adrian a. Yousif, senior 
vice president of institu- 
tional relations at the bank, 
said. He added that the pro- 
posed Islamic institution 
will have its headquarters in 
the ABC building, which 
will also manage the bank. 


Ticketless air travel coming soon — IATA 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
Beginning next year, pas- 
sengers throughout the 
world will be able to board 
planes without tickets as 
airlines seek to cut costs, 
an International Air 
Transport Association 
(IATA) executive said on 
Monday. 

“By early next year, you 
will see airlines begin to 
offer this service” said 
Tom Murphy, LATA’s 
senior director of cus- 
tomer and distribution ser- 
vices. 

The system had started 
in the United States but 
had not been launched 
internationally due ro legal 
and standardisation issues, 
Mr. Murphy told reporters 
az an IATA passenger dis- 
tribution conference in the 
Malayian capital. 

The idea was to reduce 
paperwork in an indusuy 
where cutting costs in a 
cutthroat business was 


imperative, he said 

Passengers would be 
given a number instead of 
ticket when booking their 
flights. They would then 
give the number si the 
check-in counter and get 
their boarding pass. 

“There are not too many 
industries that require you 
to line up to get a piece of 
paper and then line up 
again to give that piece of 
paper back,” Mr. Murphv 
said 

The system might speed 
up check-in and boarding 
procedures as well, he 
said. 

As in many businesses, 
the Internet and new on- 
line technologies were 
changing ihe way airlines 
do business, IATA offi- 
cials said. 

“It is becoming increas- 
ingly evident that airlines 
are operating in an envi- 
ronment that is more and 
more driven and deter- 


mined by rapidly changing 
technology" said Tajudin 
Rmali, IATA chairman 
and chairman of 
Malaysian Airline System 
BHD 

Despite developments in 
information technology, 
more than 20 per cent of 
an airline’s total costs 
were devoted to distribu- 
tion — the costs of putting 
passengers in their seats 
— ticketing, commissions 
and marketing costs. 

“The distribution system 
that has been created has 
become an operational 
cost that is beyond the 
affordability of most air- 
lines.” Mr. Tajudin said. 

Ticketless travel would 
not put travel agents out of 
business, Mr. Murphy 
said. The 67,000 travel 
agents in the IATA net- 
work “will exist forever in 
the future". 

“But the role of the trav- 
el agent will change, no 


question," he added. 

Some JO airlines offered 
information on the 
Internet and six of them 
were offering booking ser- 
vices — possibly 20 by 
the end of this year — on 
the international network. 
Mr. Murphy said. 

“But are you as a cus- 
tomer going to trawl 
through 40 companies cm 
the Internet looking for the 
best fare? The answer is 
not for long," Mr. Murphy- 
said. 

Studies showed people 
enjoyed going to a travel 
agency, browsing through 
brochures and talking to 
agents as pan of their 
vacation experience, he 
said. 

"You can question how- 
much these technologies 
will penetrate but there’s 
no question they will pen- 
etrate," he added. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Nissan launches assembly in Morocco 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's Nissan Diesel Motor Co. Lid. 
said Monday it launched a large-truck assembly plant in 
Morocco in April with an annual ouiput of about 250 
units. The truck and bus manufacturer, which is part of 
the Nissan Motor Co. Lid. group, said it has tied up with 
a local manufacturer. Consortium Maghrebin de 
Montage Industrie!, to assemble ils 11 -tonne condor 
models for marketing locally. 

Japan auto output rises 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s motor vehicle output in May 
rose 2.1 per cent from a year earlier to 769.546 units, 
marking the first year-on-year rise in four months, an 
industry group said Monday. Car ouTput alone rose 4.9 
per cent to 5S3.334 units, the first year-on-year rise in 
three months, the Japan Automobile Manufacturers 
Association said. Truck output fell 6.4 per cent lo 
182,209 units, the 1 2th decline in a row. but bus output 
rose 42.2 per cent to 3.803 units for the seventh straight 
gain, the association said. In May. domestic motor vehi- 
cle demand rose 3.7 per cent from a year earlier to 
480,972 units while exports fell an estimated eight per 
cent, it said Meanwhile, Japan's motorcycle output in 
May fell S.4per cent from a year earlier to 20S.190 units 
for the fourth consecutive year-on-year fail, the associa- 
tion said. 

Hyundai wins oil contract in China 

SEOUL (AFP) — South Korea’s Hyundai Heavy 
Industries Co. has won a SlOO-miliion order from the 
China National Offshore Oil Corporation to build an off- 
shore-oil platform, a company spokesman said on 
Monday. The massive platform, to be located 400 kilo- 
metres southeast of Shanghai, will be used to produce 
20,000 barrels of crude oil and 1.6 million cubic cen- 
timeters of natural gas a d3y. Construction of the turnkey 
project is scheduled for completion in August. 199S, the 
spokesman said. 

Japan supermarket sales down 0.2% 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s supermarket sales fell 0.2 per 
cent year-on-year to 1,353.7 billion Yen ($12.4 billion) 
in May for the second consecutive fall, the Japan Chain 
Store Association said Monday. Supermarket soles fell 
1.1 per cent in April. The biggest fall was in sales of 
clothing, down 1.9 per cent, the association said. The 
biggest rise in sales in the month was services, up 23.3 
per cent. 
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Gems of the worid . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shopg: 
6th circle, Amman . 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 shops 8x4 sq.m, with 
a second lloor each in 
commercial area in 
Abdoun. 

- An office 150 sq.m, 
with 2 telephone lines in 
commercial area in 
Abdoun. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605, 810609 
Fax: 810520 


STIIDro KAIG 

Professional Quality} in 
1 Hour Service I 

Develop your' colour film at 
our shop and get- 


JUMBO 
|30%B 


pbot& 


Free 

20 x 30 cm 


Bank. Phone: 
Swefieh tel: 823891 
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REAL E S TATE 


• FOR 
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Deluxe Villas 

■> tv 

£> AppanracnLs 
in Amman 


For details please call 

Tel . §64230 
Fax. 864231 


DOLLAR 


JUNTA out 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Tei. 693399 
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‘Pa&Mcve 
SmfiA & StUad* 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
. 10 A.M - 1 A.M 
TeL 857199 
Fax 898537 

T Tmnn uthalua 
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SWIMMING POOI 

• TENNIS COURT 

• HEALTH CU1B 
•SAUNAS JACUZZI] 
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Radio & tv station RD. 
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Business 


A review of news from Ihe Arabic press 


i Arab Pharmaceutical 
j Manufacturing Company 
] boosts sales, exports 

; •■ANIS MLASHER. board chairman of the Arab 
1 Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Company, told the eom- 
] pony’s general assembly that 1995 was a turning point 
! in the company's drive as sales surged by 40 per cent, 
j from JD 17 million in 1994 to JD 24 million last year. 
5 and expenditures dropped by 12 per cent to JD SO nwl- 
j lion from JD 9.1 million in ’1994. Exports, which grew 
j by 41.5 per cent, accounted for 67 per cent of total 
; soles, Mr. Muasher said noting that local sales also 
j increased by 3S per cent. 

The company’s annual report showed that net opera- 
> tional profit amounted to about JD 3.2 million. M 5 per 
i cent higher than the 1994 figure After deducting vjn- 
: ous administrative and selling expenses, the net profit 
; stood at JD 2.4 million, an increase of JD 2.3 million 
or 197 per cent over the net profit recorded in l‘W4. 

' Other figures showed a drop in current assets from JD 
; 33.6 million in 1994 to JD 2S 7 million at the end of 
: 1995. mainly due to a lower inventory of chemical 
products and packaging m.iien.il. Total assets declined 
i by JD 5.3 million to JD 42.3 million at the end of List 
j year. The shareholders’ equity totalled JD 2S.U million 
• at the end of 1995 compared to JD 29 7 million in 1 4 >94. 

] The company is distributing JD 1.8 million tn dtvi* 

; dends to shareholders at a rate of 2t) per cent after luiv * 
. ing obtained the approval of the general assembly lAl 
.; Ra'i A1 Aswaql. 

: Large centre for confer- 
j ences, fairs to be build 
\ at Marj Al Hamam 

j **THE GOVERNMENT has approved listing a protect 
; to build a centre for conferences and international fairs 
j among other investment projects that will bo imple- 
mented in cooperation with the private sector. Toumm 
Minister Saleh Irsheidat said the project, expected to 
j cost JD 71 million, would be built at Matj Al ILuruun 
j w here the government has 42t> dunums of land of which 
! only 1 20 dunums have been utilised. According lo Dr. 
Irsheidat many companies have started to present offers 
to carry out the project. He indicated that the large and 
the special status of the area would contribute to build 
a unique conference centre, parking areas and special 
centres for international fairs (Al R.fi t. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON(R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion mar- 
kets Monday. 

- “ 1.3636/46 


SI. 00 costs 


One sterling 
Gold (ounce) 


1 .5298/08 
1.7150/60 
1.2620/30 
31.48/52 
5.IS72/22 
1539.5/1.0 
109.00/10 
6.6410/10 
6.5410/60 
5.8922/72 
1.4095/00 
0.7904/09 
7.7388/98 
SI. 5402/12 
S3S4.40/3S4.90 


Canadian dollar 
German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese Yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
Singapore dollars 
Australian dollars 
Hong Kong dollars 
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TIMING 


Sprinter Michael Johnson poses next to a time clock that shows his world record time 
of 19.66 in the 200m sprint at the U.S. Olympic trials June 23. Johnson’s time broke 
a record set in 1979 by Italian Pietro Mennea ( Reuters photo) 
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Johnson breaks oldest athletics 
record, qualifies for Olympics 


ATLANTA (AFP) — Michael Johnson 
smashed the oldest world record in athletics 
here Sunday to secure his bid for an 
Olympic 200- and 400-meter golden double 
at the Atlanta Olympics. 

Johnson won the 200m at the U.S. 
Olympic trials in 19.66 seconds, surpassing 
the old Mark of 19.72 set to 1979 by Italy’s 
Pietro Menna. The American had a wind- 
aided 19.70 semifinal run Saturday. 

“I'm confident I can come in bene in 
another month and do the same thing, and 
get the 400 world record as well.” Johnson 
said, looking ahead to faring the world’s 
best at the Cennrennial Olympics next 
month. 

Johnson was thwarted Saturday when the 
wind gauge showed 2.7 meters a second, 
'veil above the minimum 2.0 allowed for 
world- record runs. Sunday's wind was 
i .7m a second. 

Johnson's run was the second-fastest ever 
record in the event. Leroy Burrell ran a 
19.61 in 1990 with a" strong tailwind. 
Among his foes in that U.S. college race 
was Johnson, who was more worried about 
making the Games than breaking the 
record. 

“I came around the curve and once I got a 
good curve, . 1 starred going for the 
recordTJohnsoa said, “it .feels good. I'm 
jiappy first to have made the team, second 
to' have won and third to break the world 
record.” 

Johnson also led 400m U.S. Olympic 
qualifiers, having run through qualifying 
heats in both events ai the nine-day trials. 

“I felt great." Johnson said. ‘It was a 
rough week, a lot of races in a very short 
time. But I came through ” 

Johnson won his 21st straight 200m final. 
His 400m final triumph Wednesday was his 
53rd in a row in that event. 

“I felt like I had a really good start and 
was rolling really good,” Johnson said. *T 
felt like i had built up a pretty good lead and 
just tried to relax and bring it home.” 

Carl Lewis and Gwen Torrence failed in 
their 200m bids. Lewis finished fifth in the 
200m and failed to make the Games in any- 
thing other than the long jump, where he 
seeks a fourth consecutive Olympic title. 
His 20.20-second effort trailed johnson and 
his fellow Olympians. Jeff Williams (20.03) 
and Mike Marsh (20.04). 

Torrance, the reigning Olympic 200m 
champion, failed to qualify for the event by 
being edged for the third and final spot on 
the U.S. team. She was edged by Inger 
Miller after both crossed the line in 20.25 


seconds. 

“It just wasn't enough today. I’m disap- 
pointed for sure. I felt like I was in fourth." 
said Torrence, who won the 100m trials to 
qualify for her hometown Olympics. “I 
could feel myself being in fourth and I 
couldn’t do anything about it” 

Carlette Guidry won the race with a time 
of 22.14 seconds with Dannette Young- 
Stone finishing second at 22.18. Torrence 
had entered the final with a nagging quadri- 
cep injury suffered in the 100m final 
Wednesday, but did not use it as an excuse. 

“I wasn’t hurting at all and if I was I did- 
n’t feel it" Torrence said. “I can’t blame it 
on my leg. I gave it all I had, I just wasn’t 
enough. I'm disappointed on one hand, but 
my preparation is for the 100. but I paid a 
big price for it and those are the breaks." 

Gail Devers and Jackie Joyner- Kersee 
qualified for their second Olympic events. 
Devers got out of the blocks early and con- 
trolled her 100-m hurdle race. Devers, who 
was second in the 100 meters to torrence, 
crossed the line in 12.62 seconds. 

“I didn’t feel like I got the best start, but I 
didn't want to press.” Devers said. “It was 
just a matter of staying within myself and 
my lane." 

Joyner-Kersee needed only one jump, to 
make her fourth Olympic. team. With both 
of her injured legs heavily" wrapped, Joyner- 
Kersee won the long jump. 

“It feels great. I really wanted to qualify 
in the long jump,” Joyner Kersee said. “I 
took the one jump and thank God it was 
legal as far as not a foul and it put me on the 
team. I just kept saying to myself it’s going 
to be okay. Don’t let it pull. Just let me exe- 
cute seven meters-something.” 

World champion hurdler Allen Johnson 
came within one-hundredth of a second of 
setting a new world record in the 1 10m hur- 
dles. 

Johnson tied the American record with a 
time of 12.91 in winning followed by top- 
ranked hurdler Mark Crear and Eugene 
Swift. 

“1 can finally say I’m an Olympian,” 
Allen Johnson said. “Right now the race is 
all a blur and I was somehow missing the 
hurdles. I’m happy with the place and I’ll 
worry about the time later.” 

Jack Pierce, who ran the fourth fastest 
time in history Saturday, did not finish after 
stumbling over the first hurdle and falling. 
Two-time gold medalist Roger Kingdom 
failed to reach the Olympics for a second 
straight time placing fifth. 


China’s 
Wang 
passes 
number of 
dope tests 

BEUING (R) — Track world 
record holder Wang Junxia has 
passed more than 10 dope 
tests in the last 12 months, a 
C hinese sports official said 
Monday. 

“Since July 1 last year until 
now we have administered 
dope rests more than 10 
times.’.. On Wang 

Junxia- -Excluding tests 
administered by the interna- 
tional amateur athletic federa- 
tion,*' Yang Tianle. director of 
the National Research 
Institute of Sports Medicine, 
said in an interview. 

Wang, the women’s 10,000 
metres world record holder is 
the only former member of the 
once-formidable “Ma family 
army” of women long-dis- 
tance runners to have qualified 
for next month’s Atlanta 
Olympics. 

Yang's institute runs the dop- 
ing control centre of China, 
which has increasing out-of- 
competition testing in the last 
12 months. 

The centre had this year 
administered 657 out-of-com- 
petition tests by June 18, up 
142 percent compared with 
the same 1995 period, yang 
said. 

It carried out 2,100 dope 
tests in 1995, with 13 athletes 
testing positive, compared 
with 1,418 tests and 14 testing 
positive in 1994, he said. 

Accusations of systematic 
doping have dogged China 
since 11 Chinese aihletes. 
including seven swimmers, 
were suspended from compe- 
tition in 1994 after testing pos- 
itive for banned performance- 
enhancing drugs at the Asian 
games in Hiroshima 


Epsom winner 
l out of Irish 
' ' Derby " 

LONDON (R) — Epsom 
Derby winner Shaamit will 
not run in Sunday's Irish 
Derby at the Cunagh after 
injuring a leg at the weekend, 
trainer William Haggas said 
on Monday. 

Shaamit had been favourite 
for Sunday’s race after strid- 
ing dear of Dushyamor and 
Shantou at Epsom earlier this 
month. 

“He has twisted a shoe and 
is lame and sore," Haggas 
said. “It was found at evening 
stables last night so we have 
taken the shoe off and applied 
a poultice.” 

Bookmakers Ladbrookes 
revised their odds in the light 
of bis withdrawal, promoting 
Dushyamor to 6-4 favourite. 
Dr Massim was quoted at 2-1. 
Polaris Flight at 8-1 and 
Sharaf Kabeer at 10-1. 


Yankees sweep in Cleveland; Brewers down Ange|| 

Braves beat Giants, Mets edge Reds in NL ;|* 


CLEVELAND (R) — 

Wade Boggs keyed a three- 
run seventh inning with a 
two-run triple and Paul 
O’netil homered and drove 
in two runs as the New 
York Yankees completed 
their first four-game sweep 
at Cleveland in nearly 32 
years with a 6-5 victory 
over the Indians on 
Sunday. 

Cleveland’s four-game 
losing streak matches its 
longest this season. 

In the eighth inning, 
Gerald Williams snagged a 
long fly to left field by 
Kenny Lofton, who was 
credited with a sacrifice fly 
that brought Cleveland 
within 6-5. 

“That was the ballgame,” 
said New York coach Don 
Zimmer, who guided the 
club in manager Joe Torre's 
absence. ‘If he doesn’t 
catch it, they tie the score 
and there’s a man on sec- 
ond or third with nobody 
ouL" 

Torre left tbe game 
around the third innin g to 
be with his family as they 
mourn tbe death of his 
brother, Rocco. 

In Baltimore, Kevin 
Appier allowed two singles 
over eight innings for his 
first road win in nearly two 
months and Sal Fasano hit 
a two-run homer as the 
Kansas City Royals 
blanked tire Baltimore 
Orioles, 4-0. 

Appier (6-7) walked 
three and tied a season- 
high with 1 1 strikeouts. 

Appier surrendered a 
two-out single up the mid- 
dle to Roberto Alomar in 
the bottom of the first and a 
one-out infield hit to Gregg 
Zaun in the third. 

In Chicago, Ray Durham 
doubled in Dave Martinez 
with the winning run in the 
bottom of the 10th inning 
as the Chicago White Sox 
averted a four-game sweep 
and stopped their eight- 
game losing streak with a 
7-6 victory ova: the Seattle 
Mariners. ’ e‘u»9% 

Tbe White Sox wbti in 
their last at-bat for the 
eighth rime this season and 
claimed their 21st come- 
from-behind triumph. 

“That was my first game- 
winning hit,” Durham said. 
‘It looked like it was going 
foul and I just said to 
myself, ‘please don't do 
this to me.’” 

In Detroit, Travis Fryman 
drove in three runs and Bob 
Higginson hit a two-run 
homer to lead the Detroit 
Tigers to a 10-8 victory 
over the Minnesota Twins 
and their season-high third 
consecutive win. 

Fryman had an RBI sin- 
gle in a four-run fourth 
inning and added a two- 
out, two-run double in a 
six-run seventh. 

In Milwaukee, Jose 
Valentin’s two-run double 
highlighted a five-run sev- 
enth inning that carried the 


Milwaukee Brewers second baseman Fernando Vina leaps to avoid California Angels 
base runner Tim Salmon in the third inning, at County Stadium in Milwaukee June 
23. Villa’s throw to first base doubled-up Tim Waliach to end the Inning (Reuters 
photo) 

runs. Red Sox closer 
Heathcliff Slocumb 
pitched the final 1-1/3 
innings for his 10th save. 


Milwaukee Brewers to an 
8-4 victory over the 
California Angels in the 
finale of an 1 1-game home- 
stand. 

Gary Disarcina had two 
hits and drove in two runs 
for California. 

In Oakland, Jacob 
Brumfield belted a three- 
run homer in the seventh 
inning and Juan Guzman 
won his Second straight 
start for the first time since 
Aprils ihe Toronto Blue 
Jayis edged the Oakland 
Athletics 5-4. 

Tbe a's fell behind 3-0 
after five innings, but got 
on the board in the sixth 
against Steve 

Wojriechowski (5-5) when 
Alex Gonzalez led off with 
a double and came home 
on Juan Samuel’s fourth 
homer of the year. 

Oakland took tbe lead for 
good an inning later as 
Mike Huff tripled and 
Tomas Perez drew a walk 
and Brumfield hit his sixth 
homer to make it 5-3. 

At Texas, Jose Canseco’s 
two-run single snapped an 
eighth-inning tie and 
capped a three-run inning 
as (he Boston Red Sox 
snapped their five-game 
losing streak with a 6-4 
victory over the western 
division-leading Texas 
Rangers. 

Canseco drove in three 


Braves sweep Giants 

Tom Glavine and Mark 
Wohlers combined on a 
three-hitter and Chipper 
Jones provided the lone run 
with a solo homer as the 
Atlanta Braves recorded 


homered and drove in two 
runs and Jeff Fassero 
allowed three hits in 8-2/3 
innings to lead tire 
Montreal Expos to a 3-2 
victory over the Sl Louis 1 
Cardinals. 

“I felt good the whole 
series and I hit the ball 
well, even though I had lit* 
tie to show for it,” Akw 
said. “It’s about the time 
that I heat up most years. I 
had a long talk with my 


their second straight ‘father last night where he 
shutout and swept a three- - wanted to remind me of a 
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HOTEL 

INTERCONTINENTAL 

JORDAN 

We are pleased to announce to our loyal clients the availability of 

New Parking Facilities 

next to the hotel premises. 

Thank you for your understanding 
• during our period of refurbishment. 

One world • One hotel 
Uniquefy Intercontinental 

Tel. 641361 Fax. 645217 P. O. Box, 35014 Amman 11180 Jordan 
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■rad arde 


JORDAN PHOSPHATE 
MINES CO., LTD. 


ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO 
TENDER NO: 16 F/96 
JPMC announces the invitation to bid No. 
16F/96, FOR THE SUPPLY OF: 

1) ELECTRICAL ORDER PICKING TRUCK QTY: 
ONE. 

2) ELECTRICAL FORKLIFT, QTY: ONE. 

The tender documents are available at JPMC offices 
in Amman, Supply Department until 2:00 p.m. local 
time Thursday 1 1th July 1996. Application for docu- 
ments should be accompanied by a non-refundable 
fee of JD (15) for each set of tender documents. 
The dosing date for submitting bids is 12:00 hours 
local time Thursday 18th July 1996. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 


game series from the San 
Francisco Giants with a 1-0 
victory on Sunday. 

It was the sixth straight 
win overall and fifth 
shutout of the season for 
Atlanta. 

Tbe Braves have not 
allowed a run in their last 
23 innings. 

‘Tm a streaky hitter. My 
home runs come in bunch- 
es,” Jones said. “Pitchers 
are pitching me away and 
I’m taking it to left field.” 

At Florida, Charlie Hayes 
had two hits, two RBI and 
scored twice as the 
Pittsburgh Pirates contin- 
ued their strong play on the 
road with a 5-3 triumph 
over the Florida Marlins. 

The Pirates scored four 
times in the first inning 
against starter Pat Rapp (3- 
10 ). 

“Something about this 
ballpark brings out the best 
in him,” Pittsburgh manag- 
er Jim Leyland said of 
Hayes. “The four runs in 
the first inning was a big 
lift and we didn't give them 
any extra outs.” 

In Los Angeles, Mike 
Piazza launched his 18th 
homer with one out in the 
bottom of the ninth inning 
to break a tie and give the 
Los Angeles Dodgers a 4-3 
win over the Houston 
Astros. 

Xavier Hernandez (0-4) 
started the ninth and retired 
Roger Cedeno before 
Piazza homered to left-cen- 
tre. Piazza was 3-for-4. 

‘1 should have thrown 
him an ~inside fastball, 
because he hasn’t shown 
me he can hit that pitch," 
Hernandez said. “I threw 
him a high forkbaU and he 


few things." 

In New York, John 
Smiley scattered four hits 
over eight innings to outdu- 
el Robert Person and 
Reggie Sanders homered 
as the Cincinnati Reds 
edged the New York Mets - 
2 - 1 . 

Smiley (7-6) walked one,, 
struck out five and won his 
third straight decision to 
move over .500 for the first 
time this season. jp 

Jeff Brantley got his 18th 
save, despite allowing Jeff 
Kent’s RBI double in the 
bottom of the ninth. 

In Philadelphia, Ellis 
Burks hit a pair of two-run 
homers and Vmny Castilla 
homered and drove in two 
runs to lead the Colorado 
Rockies to a 7-4 triumph 
over the Philadelphia 
Phillies. 

The Rockies jumped on 
Sid Fernandez (3-6) in the 
first as Eric Young walked 
in front of Burks' 18th 
homer. One out later, 
Andres Galarraga reached 
on an error and Castilla 
doubled him home for a 3- 
0 lead. 

“Right now he (burks) is 
carrying the team,” 
Colorado manager Dot - 
Baylor said, “when you’re C. 
swinging the bat well, you 
have to do that” 

In San Diego, John 
Flaherty hit a two-run 
homer and Joey Hamilton 
continued his mastery over ' 
Chicago as the San Diego 
Padres won for just Ac 
fourth time in 18 games 
with a 5-4 victory over the 
Cubs. 

Hamilton (9-4) allowed 
four runs and six hits in 6- 
2/3 innings as he became 


“ 7t“ S Supp r d t0 

. ^ was a mental mis- ner in the National League, 
b Montreal, Moises Alou out ™ 
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John Travolta and 
Gene Hackman 
in 

Get Shorty 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Eddie Murphy ....in 

The Distinguished 
Gentleman 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD “1” 

Abu AI Dahab 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10.30 

F0NC0RD~ n 2”~ ” 
*The Bridges of Madision County 

Shows: 3:30, 8:15 

*NELL 

Shows: 6:15, 10:30 


Will shortly present Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in a play entitled 

Five-Star 

Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
. & Hussein Tubeishat 



PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Right 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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Euro 96 


Semifinalists ride their luck 


BIRMINGHAM (R) — 
Talent, toil, technique and 
tactics may go a long way 
towards soccer success but 
the most important asset 
any team can have is the 
ability to ride its luck. 

None of the four semi fi- 
nalists at Euro 96 are in 
any position to dispute 
that, but for the fickle fin- 
ger of fate, their chins 
would now be down on 
those chests currently 
swelling with pride. 

Instead of discussing the 
chances of England, 'Ger- 
many, France or the Czech 
Republic taking the trophy, 
fans and the media could 
as easily be debating 
whether it would be Spain, 
Croatia, Portugal or the 
Netherlands. 

“The hallmark of a good 
team is drat it wins when 
it’s not playing well," said 
French trainer Aime 
Jacquet after his side's 
penalty shoot-out victory 
over the Dutch, quoting 
the oldest soccer maxim 
— and the least controver- 
sial. 

Would Argentina have 
won the World Cup in 
1986 but for their good 
fortune that the referee was 
die only person in the 
world not to notice Diego 
Maradona’s “hand of God" 
when he scored against 
England in the quarter- 
finals? 

Would England have 
won it 20 years earlier if a 
Russian linesman had not 
wrongly believed that 
Geoff Hurst’s shot, which 
proved to be the winner, 
had hit the stantion at the 
back of the net rather than 
the crossbar? 

There’s not even a ques- 
tion mark about Den- 
mark’s incredible luck in 
winning the last European 
Championship four years 
ago. They only got into die 
finals as last-minute 
replacements when 

Yugoslavia were thrown 
• out as a political sanction. 

Hie luck levels at:Euro 
96 are probably at an all- 
time high. England and 
France both reached the 
last four thanks to shoot- 
arts after 0-0 extra-time 
matches but both could 
have been lost well before 
then. 

Spain had what seemed a 



The Czech Republic's keeper Petr Kouba (left) and 
teammate Michai Horaak celebrate after their win 
against Portugal after the last quarter-final of the Euro 
96 championships in Birmingham June 23. The Czech 
Republic won 1-0 and win now face France in the 
Semi-finals on June 26 ( Reuters photo) 


perfectly good goal disal- 
lowed for offside against 
England and the Dutch 
only got a free kick outside 
the area when French 
defender Marcel Desailly 
handled inside the box six 
minutes from the end of 
regular time. 

Germany might be lick- 
ing their wounds, too, if 
the referee had given dom- 
inant Croatia a probably 
merited first-half penalty. 
Instead the tournament 
-new boys went out 2-1 
after a match which bore 
no relation to the scoreline. 

If the Czechs, the biggest 
surprise of the semifinals, 
deserved to beat Portugal 
1-0, they have not forgot- 
ten that they only reached 
the last eight by a marg in 
of 90 seconds. 

But for . Vladimir 
Smicer’s late equaliser to 
earn a 3-3 draw with Rus- 
sia, the Czechs would have 
been back in Prague 
instead of playing the Por- 
tuguese in Birmingham. 

For two of the four, the 
luck has to run out on 
Wednesday when the 
semifinals are played. 


The Czechs may feel that 
theirs already has after an 
outbreak of refereeing yel- 
low fever in the quarter- 
final ruled out four of their 
squad through suspension. 

If that does not make 
France confident that 
being paired with the 
Czechs is the best break 
they could have got, then a 
close scrutiny of the num- 
ber of goals conceded by 
the four semi finalists 

should reassure them. 

It runs like this — Ger- 
many 1, England 2, France 
2. Czech Republic 6. 

Germany, too, may reck- 
on they have more than 
just 70,000 baying English 
fans against them at Wem- 
bley on Wednesday. 

After losing their most 
experienced defender. Juer- 
gen Kohler througfaHiyury 
and then midfielder Mario 
Basler, their squad suf- 
fered major depletion with 
the loss of their incompa- 
rable top scorer Juergen 
Klinsmann on Sunday. 

Has somone somewhere 
already decided on an 
England- France final ? 


Many arduous climbs 
await Tour king Indurain 


PARIS (R) — Miguel 
Indurain faces many ardu- 
ous climbs on his way to 
what could be a record 
sixth triumph in the world’s 
greatest cycle race. 

The 1996 Tour de France, 
which starts on Saturday 
from Den Bosch, in the 
Netherlands, promises to be 
particularly strenuous with 
eight mountain stages and 
only one rest day. 

After leaving Den Bosch, 
the riders will go through 
Belgium to go to France, 
then make other cross-bor- 
der incursions into Italy and 
Spain before reaching 
Paris, where the race will 
end on July 21. 

When the itinerary was 
presented late last year. 
Spaniard Indurain, who 
won the race the last five 
years, understood ii would 
be tough. 

“It’s a very hard tour, very 
complicated." he said after 
discovering the climbs 
which take the Tour clock- 
wise through France, taking 
in the Jura, Alps, Massif 
Central and Pyrenees. 

"The really hard pan will 
be the section in the Alps 
and Massif Central," he 
added. 

One good news for 
Indurain is that the tradi- 
tional team time-trial has 
been dropped by the organ- 
isers. The undisputed Tour 
king has often lost a hand- 
ful of seconds in that exer- 
cice in the past as his 
Banesto team is not quite as 
strong as the Mapei and 
once stables. 

Indurain, a master against 


the clock, could use Satur- 
day’s prologue time-trial of 
9.4 kms in Den Bosch to 
underline his claim to an 
unprecedented sixth win. 

The race then moves 
through Belgium and into 
eastern Fiance to attack the 
Jura range as early as the 
fifth stage before going into 
the Alps. 

The battle for final victo- 
ry should really stan there 
with the first main time- 
trial, a 30- km climb from 
Bouzg Saim-Maurice to the 
Ski Resort of Val d’lsere on 
July 7 which looks the most 
demanding seen in the race 
for years. 

With no time to breathe, 
the riders will cross four 
passes in the next day’s 
eighth stage taking them to 
Sestrierc in Italy. 

After the Alps will come 
the massif central and then 
the pyrenees, where the 
race will pay a special trib- 
ute to Indurain with the 
17th stage on July 17 end- 
ing in Pamplona. Spain, in 
his home region of Navarre. 

If Indurain is not already 
firmly in command, be will 
have one last opportunity in 
the penultimate stage on 
July 20, a potentially deci- 
sive 60-km time-trial 
through classic vineyards 
between Bordeaux and 
Saint-Emilion. 

The race finishes on July 
21 with the traditional 
parade on the Champs-Ely- 
sees, where the Parisians 
will watch out for the man 
in the coveted yellow jer- 
sey. It may well be Indurain 
again. 


Becker through on day 
of shocks and surprises 

Sampras wins , Chang out of Wimbledon 


LONDON (AFP) —Pete 
Sampras, who is bidding 
for a fourth consecutive sin- 
gles title, recovered from an 
early lapse in his first match 
at tbe Wimbledon Tennis 
Championships on Monday 
to beat compatriot Richey 
Reneberg in four sets. 

The world number-one 
scored a 4-6, 6-3, 6-3, 6-3 
victory in 2hrs 14min> in 
front of a packed centre- 
court to reach a second- 
round showdown against 
Mark Philrppoussis of Aus- 
tralia or Javier Frana of 
Argentina. 

Meanwhile, three-times 
champion Bori s Becker 
gave an awesome display of 
power and accuracy to 
cruise safely into the* sec- 
ond-round of the men's sin- 
gles. But his ruthless 6-0, 6- 
2. 6-3 victory in lhr 27mins 
over Frenchman Jean- 
Philippe Fleurian contrast- 
ed starkly with the poor 
showing of seeded players 
Michael Chang. Jim Couri- 
er and Amaud Boetsch. 

All three were beaten. 

Sixth-seed Michael 
Chang went out to Spain’s 
Alberto Costa in four sets 
6-3,6-7t5/7). 6-7 1 1/7 1, 4-6 
and admitted that he had 
been let down by his ser- 
vice. 

“Alberto was playing 
some pretty good tennis out 
there today," said the 24- 
year-old American, who 
also lost early in the French 


Open earlier this month 
when be went down to Ste- 
fan Edberg in the thinj- 
round. 

Chang's defeat on the 
notoriously unpopular out- 
side No. 2 court, which has 
earned the nickname 
"graveyard of champions" 
because of the number of 
upsets there over the years, 
was followed with another 
upset on the adjacent court 
— eighth-seeded Jim 
Courier falling to fellow- 
A men can Jonathan Stark 2- 
6. 4-6. 6-2, 4-6. 

And Aroaud Boetsch of 
France left things too laic 
against big-serving Alexan- 
der Radulescu. The 9l%t- 
runked German, who ham- 
mered down 27 aces lo beat 
the 15ih-seeded Frenchman 
6-3. 6-4, 6-7 1 2/7). 5-7. 9-7, 
now plays Stefano 
Pescosolido of Italy. 

Pescosolido outlasted 
Chris Woodruff of the Unit- 
ed Slates — Andre Agassi's 
Paris conqueror earlier this 
month — in a five-set 
thriller. 

Women's third-seed Con- 
chita Martinez, the 1994 
champion, left Italian oppo- 
nent Silvia Farina gasping 
as she raced to a no-non- 
sense 6-0, 6-0 first-round 
victory. 

The 24-ycar-oId 

Spaniard, beaming under a 
new closely-cropped hair- 
style, was clearly delighted 
with her performance after 


Navratilova picks Graf and Sampras 


LONDON (R) — Nine- 
times singles champion 
Martina Navratilova 
went by the form book 
on Sunday by tipping 
top seeds Steffi Graff 
and Pete Sampras to 
win- singles titles at this 
year’s Wimbledon 
which started Monday. 

Navratilova, who 
retired from singles at 
Wimbledon in 1994, 
will play only in the 
mixed doubles this year. 

She will join with fel- 
low American Jonathan 
Stark to try to win a 


record-breaking 20th 
title and break the mark 
she shares with Billie 
Jean King. She and 
Stark won the event last 
year. 

The first round of the 
mixed doubles will be 

the 39-year-old 

Navratilova’s first com- 
petitive match this year. 

Speaking on a televi- 
sion breakfast pro- 
gramme, Navratilova 
said: *1 can't imagine 
Steffi or Pete not win- 
ning. But I think the 
first week will be very 


dangerous. 

“I know Steffi says her 
knee is hurting but 
something has** been 
hurting with her for 
years. If you believe the 
newspapers, she should 
have oeen in the hospi- 
tal, but if . you look at 
her she is running like a 
gazelle. 

‘1 think Monica Seles 
can be dangerous and 
Arantxa Sanchez Vic- 
ario will be hungrier 
than any of them/’ 

She said she had no 
intention of playing sin- 


gles again. 

"I said I would nlav 
the occasional double's 
or mixed doubles and 
that is precisely what I 
have done.” she said. “I 
will be playing the 
mixed doubles, of as we 
call it the mixed trou- 
bles” 


her disappointing quarter- 
final defeat against Mary 
Joe Fernandez at East- 
Bourne last week. 

She now plays either Lisa 
Raymond of the United 
States or fellow -Spaniard 
Angeles Montolio. 

Earlier, Kimiko Dale of 
Japan became the first play- 
er lo reach the second- 
rouod of the women's sin- 
gles when she beat Fed Cup 
teammate Kyoto Nagatsu- 
ka in straight- sets 

The twelfth-seeded Date, 
a quarter finalist twelve 
months ago and playing 
with her left c.ilf heavily- 
strapped. needed just 55 
minutes to score an impres- 
sive 6-ii. 6-3 victory. 

She now plays Anna- 
Gaelic Sidot of France who 
put out Romanian qualifier 
Catalina Crimea 6-4. 6-1. 

Fourteenth- seeded Aman- 
da Cnetzcr of South Africa 
was also in a hurry and 
dropped only two games in 
her 6-1. 6-1 victory over 
Elena Wagner of Germany 
to reach a second-round 
clash against either Mana 
Endo of Japan or Meredith 
McGrath of the United 
States. 

As the first matches of the 
1996 championships were 
about to begin, it was 
.tnnounced that seventh- 
seeded Chanda Rubin of the 
United States had with- 
drawn from the women’s 
singles because of a wrist 
injury sustained at East- 
Bourne last week while 
Germany's Bemd Karbach- 
er. who was due to play 
seventh-seeded Goran 
Ivanisevic of Croatia, also 
dropped out after spraining 
his ankle during morning 
practice. 

Rubin's place in the 
women’s draw was taken 
by Karina Habsudova of 
Slovakia while Aleksundra 
Olsza of Poland moved into 
Habsudova’s original berth. 


U.S. Olympian accuses 
coach of abuses 


INDIANAPOLIS (AFP) — 
Olympic diver David Picb- 
ler has more to worry about 
than his rivals at the 
Atlanta Games. 

He fears his coach. 

Pickier qualified for the 
U.S. Olympic team here 
Sunday by finishing second 
to Pat Jeffrey on the 10- 
metre platform, then 
accused eight-time U.S. 
Olympic diving coach Ron 
O’Brien of harassment and 
intimidation. 

“I wasn’t sure this day 
would come if 1 would 

maka the team, but DOW 
that it has I just want this to 
be acknowledged,” Pichler 
said. “It has been sheer hell 
on a regular basis.” 

Nine months ago, Pichler 
left tbe Fort Lauderdale 


diving team coached by 
O’Brien’s son Tim. Pichler 
accused the younger 
O’Brien of physical and 
verbal abuse and said they 
are “out to get him" for 
leaving their program. 

"Since that time, I have 
been harassed assaulted 
and pushed," Pichler said. 

Both O’Briens denied 
Pichler’s accusations. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


Both vulnerable. East deals. 
NORTH 

* K 10 
*3742 
OAQ86 

* J 8 75 

WEST WEST 

* J 4 4A98752 

<7 K 10 8 6 . 5>AJB 

OJ97543 O W'2 

*2 *K4 

SOOTH 

*Q63 

OQ53 

OK 

4. AQ 10 9 63 

The bidding: 

EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH 

14 2* Pan 3* 

Pan SNT Pun Pm 


WITH OMAR SHARF 
4 TAMNAH HIRSCH 


MAD, IS HE? 


Opening lead: Jade of * 

When told by one of hia cwutim 
thai General Wolfe was mad. King 
George II ranarked: “He ia mad. ia 
he? Then I wish he would bite my 
other generals!" When declarer 
makes a strange play, don't imme- 
diately attribute it to lunacy. There 
might be a good reason. 

We are not thrilled with North’s 
decision to raise dubs. With a fit for 
partner's minor and s stopper in 
the enemy suit, we would prefer a 
bid of two no trump. Had North 
declared, a normal spade lead 
would have given declarer ten 


tricks aa the cards lie — after a suc- 
cessful finesse, the club suit would 
have provided the transportation to 
collect three diamond tndcs. Fortu- 
nately, South was able to convert to 
three no trump, a contract that 
would have succeeded against rou- 
tine defense 

West ted the jade of spades, and 
declarer took same time to consider 
the position. If the king or clubs 
were ofliride, tbe defenders could 
ensure live tricks by winning the 
ace of spades at trick one and shift- 
ing to a heart, scaring at least three 
heart tricks and a trick in each 


black suit. Therefore, the king cf 
dubs had to be with East, and the 
only threat to the contract was a 
heart shift at tnck two 

In an attempt to induce East to 
refuse Ihe first trick. South made 
the unusnal play of ducking in 
dummy at trick one! Had East done 
the same, declarer would hove been 
home with one spade trick, two dia- 
monds and am dubs. But East won- 
dered why declarer had made such 
a peculiar play, and came up with 
the winning answer — declarer had 
to hare a weakness somewhere, 
and it could only be in hearts! 

Therefore. East shot op with the 
ace of spades and shifted to the jack 
of hearts. Whether declarer covered 
or not, the defenders were sure of 
four heart tricks to go with the ace 
of spades. Down one. 


FLAT FOR RENT 

IN AL- SWA1FEYEH 


2nd Floor - 3BR With Large Balconey , Central Heating 
and Telephone Line Annual Rent Unfurnished Or 
Furnished Upon Reguest For Those 

Interested Please Call 

Atef After 4 : 00 p. m 820331 


r creative;: n\: • 

| interactive .. 
H<?Jb x <y» 4 >.o r£j» n i ty 

A progressive design firm is 

looking for new staff to expand its 
operations in the field of Visual 
design, interactive media 
and internet publishing. 


Thf hicnoTt applytng should havtthe 
tollouring quaCtie5; 

•Orwtlvi with images and/or words 

■ Strong communication skiBs in 
Arabic and English 

• Ukrt compote* 

• Doesn't mind 

■ Knows how to manage time 

• Has a mind Hat's willing to npfera| 
The available posit ions art 








I 
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iCowwrifr/Mtraither 
1/ you get this far in tfw ad and you're 
still intereste d 

(submit c.v) 

The Director 
ft* 650888 

P.OJox 91088, Amman 11191 
tffBifcimcSarabia.com 
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- MODERN MONTESSORI SCHOOL SPORTS 

IS HAPPY TO INVITE / 

BEGINNER. MIDDLE & ADVANCED LE^EL 1 
BASKETBALL PLAYERS 

TO JOIN THE MMS BASKETBALL CLINICS 

CONDUCTED BY 

MARWAN MATOUK & YOUSEF ZAGHLOUL 

ASSISTED BY THE JORDANIAN NATIONAL BASKET BALL TEAM MEMBERS 

DATES OF CLINICS 

3 WEEK CLINICS SATURDAY THROUGH WEDNESDAY OF EVERY WEEK 

l-STCUNJC SAT JUNE 29 TH- WED JULY I 7 TH 
2 ND CLINIC SAT JULY 20 TH- WED AUGUST 7 TH 


■ X” 
"W A.- 2; 


AGE GROUP & TIME 


6-10 YEARS 
11 -15 YEARS 


FROM 11:30 
FROM 3:00 


-TO 1:00 
-TO 4:30 


LOCATION - PRINCESS ALIA COLLEGE 
SHMEISANI 


BUS SERVICE AVAILABLE FOR MORNING SESSION ONLY 
fOR MORE INFORMATION & REGISTRATION gg? 

CALL MODERN MONTESSORI 
TELEPHONE 865831 
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YEARS PARENTAL SUPPORT 


^?i»«ANaTO«»fiESERVICE. 

^ y'" • '•> . v". J v~.' Y 4'.-. . *■; ■' ; . . • . * 

This service is committed to giving parents the support, training and con- 
fidence that will enable them to meet the developing needs of their chil- 
dren. It recognises that parents want to share in their children's educa- 
tional development and is therefore committed to creating a partnership 
between parents and professionals. 

The Portage Scheme has been designed to support the parents of pre- 
school children with special needs. Portage Team members enter into 
partnership with parents, and building on each child’s ability, they design 
an individual development programme. This programme is based in the 
home and reinforces parents role as the child’s “first teacher" . Work is 
very structured and enables parents to assess their child’s progress. 
Although a home based service, parents have the opportunity to meet and 
discuss common problems and share successes. 

The Parental Support Service is actively involved in the development of 
parent and toddler groups throughout Amman. A play scheme is organ- 
ised during summer months for special needs children, and is based in the 
children’s own schools. 

If you live in Amman and would like more information, contact: 

Hana Al Kurdi TEAM LEADER 

SANAFER PRE SCHOOL 
P.O.BOX 1719 -AMMAN 
FAX: 683000 

TEL: 677777 8 A.M. -2 P.M. 

TEL: 664588 AFTER 2 P.M. 

AMANI SHAMA1LEH AS ABOVE 

BALKISALMULLA TEL: 821823 AFTER 2 P.M. 
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Unmistakably Indian 

Discover IndiaV 
greatest treasure, at the 
Inter^oirtinerttaL 


For delicious food - 
reminiscent o£--> 






■ . J 3 
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Bombay viaLEi ; k ™ 



Bukhara Restaurant. 


Open far >^38 

Lunch & 

■ . - *.-• • v* 

fur reservations, ' - '■ : , ; 
please coil 641361 exi. 2222. ; 

[Uniquely In 
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Israel to start building more 
Jewish houses in Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israel said 
Monday it will push ahead 
with building 6,000 units 
of Jewish housing in 
Jerusalem in a move 
Palestinians say could her- 
ald a new settlement drive 
by the government of 
Benjamin Netanyahu. 

Interior Minister Eli 
Suissa, said the much- 
delayed plans to build a new 
neighbourhood on the 
southeastern edge of the 
city are about to be imple- 
mented. 

“I estimate the road work 
will stan in a number of 
weeks and building work in 
a number of months." Mr. 
Suissa told state-nm Israel 
radio in his first interview 
since taking office last 
week. 

He was referring to plans 
to build 6,000 new units to 
house about 30,000 people 
on a hill in territory cap- 
tured by Tsraeli troops dur- 
ing the 1967 Middle East 
war and later annexed as 
pan of the Jerusalem 
municipality. 

The hill, known as Abu 
Ghneim, overlooks the 
West Bank town of Beit 
Sahur, which is under the 
control of the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA.) 
headed by Yasser Arafat. 

Mr. Suissa said be is 
“looking forward to soon 
going out and building in 
die area." 

He described the land as 
the last open territory for 
building a large Jewish 
neighbourhood in East 
Jerusalem. 

The Palestinians lay claim 


to the eastern sector as the 
capital of any future inde- 
pendent state and its fate is 
due to form part of the 
negotiations for the final 
status of the territories. 

But Israel views the entire 
Holy City as its “eternal, 
undivided" capital and the 
new Netanyahu government 
has ruled out any conces- 
sions that would allow 
Palestinian sovereignty. 

Mosi Raz, a spokesman 
for the dovish Israeli peace 
now movement criticised 
Mr. Suissa's plans, saying 
they “will deal a very 
p ain fi ll blow to the peace 
process," he said the group 
will mount a last ditch court 
battle to stop the project. 

Mr. Suissa's remarks 
came a day after an Arab 
summit in Cairo called on 
Israel to halt settlement 
building and to remove 
existing settlements in on 
occupied Arab lands. 

Israeli policymakers view 
Har Homa’s creation as 
vital in solving a housing 
shortage in Jerusalem. 

In Jerusalem, they have 
generally been able to rely 
on tacit support from 
Washington for Jewish con- 
struction that stays inside 
the city limits. 

But Palestinians see the 
step as a major blow to the 
nearby West Bank towns of 
Bethlehem and Beit Sahur. 
cutting them off from Arab 
parts of Jerusalem and leav- 
ing them little room for 
development 

“They are destroying the 
peace process in general 
and for Bethlehem, it means 
we will no longer be able to 


expand and develop and 
welcome tourists." said 

Bishara Daood, a 

Palestinian legislative coun- 

cillor from the Bethlehem 
district 

Khalil Tufakjl a 

Palestinian geographer spe- 
cialising in settlements, 
said: T believe this will be 
the start of a wave of build- 
ing in east Jerusalem. It is 
the start of the new govern- 
ment's policy." 

Much of Har Homa has 
been under Jewish owner- 
ship since the 1930’s, mak- 
ing it the exception to a pat- 
tern in which sprawling 
Jewish neighbourhoods in 
east Jerusalem were built on 
land expropriated from 
Palestinians. 

Here too, some of the land 
for Har Homa was owned 
by Palestinian residents of 
Beit Sahur and Um Tuba 
village. 

The plan to build the 
neighbourhood has been in 
the works for nearly a 
decade and had the support 
of the former housing min- 
ister in the old labour-led 
government, Binyamin Ben 
Eliezer. 

But the bid to carry it out 
was slowed through a com- 
bination of court action and 
political pressures. 

Mr. Suissa's aides 
declined to confirm that Har 
Homa will be a Jewish 
neighbourhood, insisting 
that who lives there will be 
determined by “market 
forces." but its name and 
blueprints which include 
synagogues and ritual baths 
point to no other possibility. 


Arabs and Israel dig in at 
opposite ends of peace camp 


CAIRO (AFP) — Israeli 
and Arab leaders had 
staked out conflicting 
positions in their peace 
negotiations casting gloom 
on the fijfure of the peace 
process ahead of a new 
mission by U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren 
Christopher. 

Twenty-one Arab leaders 
sent Israel a strong mes- 
sage at the end of their 
two-day summit on Sunday 
warning that if the new 
right-wing Israeli leader- 
ship failed to meet its com- 
mitments the peace process 
could collapse. 

But new hardline Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu reacted 

sharply, saying he refused 
to be dictated to by the 
Arabs who were trying to 
take the peace process 
“hostage." A final declara- 
tion set out three main 
Arab demands: an Israeli 
withdrawal from all Arab 
occupied territories, an 
independent Palestinian 
state with East Jerusalem 
as its capital and the dis- 
mantling of Jewish settle- 
ments. 

Any failure by Israel to 
honour its commitments 
“will plunge the region 
back into a cycle of tension 
and force all Arab coun- 
tries to reconsider the steps 
taken towards Israel," the 
final declaration warned. 


“The Israeli government 
will alone bear full respon- 
sibility for this," it added. 

But the final declaration 
is in direct contradiction to 
the policy guidelines of 
the new Israeli right-wing 
government which rule out 
any further territorial con- 
cesssions to win peace. 

Never since the Middle 
East peace process was 
launched in Madrid in 
1991 have the Arab and 
Israeli camps been so far 
apart. 

Talks have been suspend- 
ed on all tracks since a 
wave of bombings in 
February and March. 

“Netanyahu’s rejection of 
the summit results is 
regrettable but that is his 
problem," senior Arab 
League official Nassif Hitti 
told AFP. 

Hopes were now pinned 
on a visit to the region by 
Mr. Christopher, due to 
arrive for talks in Israel on 
Tuesday before travelling 
to Egypt on Wednesday 
where he wifi meet 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat 

“We hope that the United 
States will be able to 
advise Israel to respect the 
commitments which were 
agreed upon within a legal 
framework," Mr. Hitti said. 

"The Arab message is 
very important because 


there are red lines which 
cannot be crossed other- 
wise the peace process will 
collapse,” Mr. Hitti said. 

“This clear Arab position 
wifi push the co-sponsors 
to intervene to influence 
the stand of those who 
want a peace process 
empty of meaning, and 
without any terms of refer- 
ence." 

Egyptian political analyst 
Ossama Al Ghazali A1 
Harb said it was essential 
for Arab leaders to forge a 
common front in the face 
of the hardline positions 
adopted by the Israeli lead- 
ership “to say clearly ‘this 
is unacceptable.”’ 

But Israeli media said 
Mr. Netanyahu was report- 
edly drawing up a list of 
alleged violations by the 
Palestinian National 
Authority of the autonomy 
accords ahead of his meet- 
ing with Mr. Christopher. 

He was apparently to use 
the list as an excuse for not 
implementing parts of the 
accords, such as the much- 
delayed Israeli redeploy- 
ment from the West Bank 
town of Hebron. 

Since he defeated peace 
architect Shimon Peres in 
the May 29 polls, he has 
repeatedly voiced his com- 
mitment to peace, but only 
in general, without gening 
down to detail. 


Turkey 

says Arab 

summit 

resolutions 

‘balanced, 

reasonable’ 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkey 
said Monday that resolutions 
adopted at the weekend's 
Arab summit, which did not 
mention a water dispute 
between Ankara and Syria, 
were “balanced and reason- 
able." 

“We call the (Arab summit) 
document a balanced and 
reasonable one," Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Omer 
Akbel told a news briefing. 

Turkish Foreign Minister 
Emre Gonensay, in letters to 
his Arab counterparts last 
week, had urged the summit 
not to accuse Turkey on its 
dispute with Syria regarding 
the water of the Euphrates 
River. 

The Arab s ummit 's final 
statement made no mention 
of the water rift, but asked 
Turkey to reconsider a mili- 
tary cooperation agreement it 
has signed with IsraeL 

“While wishing the contin- 
uation of traditional relations 
and the Arab-Turitish com- 
mon interests, the Arab lead- 
ers are wearied about the 
Turidsb-Israeli military 
accord and call on Turkey to 
reconsider this accord in 
otter Dot to harm the security 
of the Arab states," the state- 
ment released in Cairo said. 

“We see this statement as a 
general wish toward the 
preservation of the balances 
in die region rather than a 
serious concern," Mr. Akbel 
said. 

“Anyway, as we have 
explained several times, die 
Turidsh-Israeli cooperation 
agreement for military train- 
ing does not target any third 
country,” he said. 

“Plus, Turkey is not for any 
pacts or groupings in the 
region," Me Akbel added. 

A Turkish diplomatic 
source said the Arab state- 
ment was “visibly mild” and 
apparently did not want to 
antagonise Turkey despite 
Syrian efforts. 

The February agreement 
between Turkey and Israel 
mainly calls for cooperation 
in military training, defease 
industry and exchange of 
information. 

Several Arab states and Iran 
criticised the agreement and 
Syria, the country most 
offended, has called it a joint 
Turidsb-Israeli effort to 
squeeze Damascus. 

Ankara accuses Syria of 
hatbouring the leadership of 
the outlawed Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK), which has been 
waging a separatist war in 
southeastern Tbrkey since 
1984. 

Damascus, in aim, com- 
plains that TUrkey has not 
been providing it with suffi- 
cient water from the 
Euphrates, a claim the 
Turkish government denies. 

Arab countries, sympathet- 
ic to Syria on its water dis- 
pute with Turkey, have tradi- 
tionally expressed their sup- 
port to Damascus on this 
issue in Arab League meet- 
ings. 

However in the latest Cairo 
summit, they failed to men- 
tion the dispute, pleasing (he 
Ankara government. 


Egypt says some way from 
reconciliation with Sudan 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt and 
Sudan have a way to go 
before relations are back to 
normal despite a meeting 
in Cairo between the two 
heads of state, Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
told Egyptian newspaper 
editors. 

“I cannot say today that 
everything is over or that 
there are no disputes 
between U.S. and Sudan or 
that everything is wonder- 
ful " the government news- 
paper AI Gomhuria on 
Monday quoted Mr. 
Mubarak as telling the edi- 
tors. 

“Improving Egyptian- 
Sudanese relations is 
linked to the measures the 
Sudanese government takes 
to regain the trust of the 
Egyptian people," added 


Mr. Mubarak, quoted in the 
government paper Al 
Akhbar. 

Mr. Mubarak met 
Sudanese President Omar 
Hassan Al Bashir on 
Sunday for one hour on the 
sidelines of the Arab sum- 
mit in Cairo. 

It was their first meeting 
since Egypt accused the 
Sudanese government of 
helping and sheltering the 
gunmen who tried to kill 
Mr. Mubarak in Addis 
Ababa a year ago this 
week. 

Mr. Mubarak told the 
newspaper editors that 
Sudan had to take steps 
both on the Egyptian mili- 
tants Cairo says have bases 
in Sudan and on the 
Egyptian real estate which 
the Sudanese government 


has appropriated over the 
years. 

“The basis for turning a 
new leaf is clear 
(Sudanese) position on ter- 
rorism and the terrorists 
who are there and the fate 
of the Egyptian institutions 
in Sudan which have been 
confiscated or closed, Mr. 
Mubarak said. 

“These steps will be dis- 
cussed with Sudanese offi- 
cials and the Sudanese inte- 
rior minister is here in 
Cairo," he added. 

Lieutenant-General 
Bashir told reporters after 
the meeting that security 
officials from the two 
countries would meet to 
discuss Egypt's complaints 
that the militants are oper- 
ating from Sudan. 


IAEA expert arrives m Iraq 
talks on nuclear programme 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — The 
Internationa] Atomic Energy 
Agency’s (IAEA) deputy 
chairman Maurizio 

Zifferero arrived here 
Monday for talks with Iraqi 
officials about Baghdad’s 
past nuclear weapons pro- 
gramme. 

Mr. Zifferero said he was 
on a routine visit but added 
his agency was still trying 
to clear up “loose ends” over 
data disclosed by President 
Saddam Hussein's son-in- 
law Hussein Kamel Hassan 
when he defected last year. 

The IAEA offical said he 
would meet with Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz and Oil Minister 
Am ft Rashid during his 
five-day visit 

Hussein Kamel said Iraq 
had marie swift progress 
toward building a small 
atomic bomb around tbe 
time of the 1991 Guff war. 
Iraq later confikm&'tlhe pro- 
gramme existed but said it 
had failed from the start 


The IAEA said in January 
that Iraq has yet to tell the 
whole truth about the 
nuclear weapons programme 
it sought to speed up before 
the Gulf war. 

“We have nullified some 
issues, while some others 
have been left for further 
clarifications. This process 
will take some time," Mr. 
Zifferero said, referring to 
“loose ends" linked to 
Hussein Kamel's defection 
last August 

Iraq said that relatives 
wanting to wipe away foe 
shame of betrayal shot to 
death Hussein Kamel when 
he returned to Iraq in 
February. 

Mr. Zifferero said Iraq 
posed no immediate nuclear 
threat 

“Iraq, at present has no 
practical capability to restart 
nuclear weapons pro- 
grammes, as it has been 
striped'’ of' all industrial 
infirastructure which is need- 
ed to produce the basic mate- 


rial which is enriched ura- 
nium," he said. 

Mr. Zifferero said his talks 
here would be included in a 
report he would submit to 
the U.N. Security Council in 
October. 

Mr. Zjfferero’s mission 
comes after U.N. special 
Commission (UNSCOM) 
chairman Rolf Ekeus 
secured an Iraqi pledge here 
Saturday to allow unrestrict- 
ed access to suspected 
weapons sites by UNSCOM 
and IAEA inspectors. 

Iraq had prevented an 
UNSCOM team from 
s earchin g all or part of five 
Republican Guard bases ear- 
lier this month. Mr Ekeus 
also said Iraq offered to sub- 
mit a report by the end of 
June which “is expected to 
contain full, complete and 
final decimation on all its 
weapons programmes." he 
added Iraq might also fin? 
nish a report on its nuclear 
programme. 


Nearly 30 pro-Kurdish party leaders 
detained in Turkey, Anatolia reports 


ANKARA (AFP) — Nearly 
30 leaders of the pro-Kurdish 
People's Democracy Party 
(HADEP) were detained 
early Monday after a party 
congress meeting here, the 
Anatolia news agency said. 

Unidentified people threw a 
Turkish flag onto the ground 
then hoisted flags of the out- 
lawed Kurdistan Labour 
Party (PKK) during Sunday's 
congress. 

Ankara's state security 
court said late Sunday that it 
had opened an enquiry into 
the desecration of tbe Turkish 
flag, which is a violation 
under Turkish law. 

Anatolia said Hadep 
Chairman Murat Bozlak, 
four deputy chairmen, the 
party’s secretary general and 
about 25 other administrators 
were detained by police early 
Monday as they left a sports 
complex where the party con- 
gress was held. 

Sim Sakik, a fanner deputy 
and a leading Hadep mem- 
ber, said the incident involv- 
ing the Turkish flag was “an 
act of madness canted out by 
some irresponsible people." 


“Hadep officials were also 
against the action, but could 
not prevent that act And later 
the flag was reinstated," Mr. 
Sakik saidJHe criticized the 
detention of party officials as 
“unfair" saying “security 
forces just took the flag 
action as a pretext to detain 
the Hadep leadership.” 

“Hadep supports rights fra 1 
tbe Kurds, but is not a sepa- 
ratist party. It is a party of 
Turkey, and many ethnic 
Turks have also voted for it," 
Mr. Sakik said. 

Hadep failed to enter par- 
liament in Turkey’s general 
elections in December after 
(he party won only about 4.5 
percent of the vott. The party 
grew out of the defunct pro- 
Kurdish Democracy Party, 
which was banned two years 
ago on the grounds of coop- 
eration with the PKK, which 
is the main Kurdish group 
fighting central power in 
Ankar a, 

The PKK has waged a sep- 
aratist war in southeastern 
Turkey since 1984 and more 
than 21 ,000 people have been 
killed in violence in the 


region in foe last 12 years. 

Protesters, police dash 

Nearly 60 people were 
injured when hundreds of 
extreme leftist protesters 
clashed with police in the 
centre of Ankara Monday, 
witnesses and security offi- 
cials said. 

Witnesses said scores of 
protesters were also detained. 

The sources said foe clash 
erupted when police inter- 
vened in a inarch by about 
250 members and supporters 
of the small Work Party, who 
were protesting against a case 
opened by the constitutional 
court to shut down their party; 

Those injured included 
around 50 demonstrators and 
10 police officers, according 
to the witnesses. The high 
court has started proceedings 
to close the work party — - 
which was set up only this 
year and is a separate group 
from the Labour Party — on 
the grounds that part of the 
party’s political programme 
violates foe constitution. 


RAMALLAH (Agencies) — 
Palestinians in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip were pleased to 
see Arab leaders set aside their 
differences at foe Cairo summit 
but many doubted its outcome 
would lead to a softening in 
Israel's new hardline. 

“Arab states should stand unit- 
ed to help the Palestinian people 
all the time and not only during 
crisis." Marwan Abu Hweij, a 
43-year-old blacksmith, said in 
foe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO)-ruled West 
Bank town of Ramallah on 
Monday. 

“Of course we are happy that 
Arab leaders have met But 
frankly, I don't think that they 
would help. Only foe powerful 
can dictate policies. As far as 
Israel is concerned, these resolu- 
tions are only talk," he told 
Reuters. 

Mr. Abu Hweij's comments 
were representative of those of 
other Palestinians interviewed 
by Reuters in several towns in 


Palestinians happy to see Arab leaders meet, but 
doubt outcome of summit will ease their problems 


the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Fourteen beads of state and 
representatives of seven other 
countries, alarmed by foe elec- 
tion of right-winger Benyamin 
Netanyahu as Israeli prime min- 
ister, held the first Arab summit 
in six years over the weekend to 
coordinate strategy. 

Arab leaders held talks on their 
differences on foe sides of the 
Cairo gathering. 

In its final communique, the 
summit warned Israel that Arab 
leaders would reconsider con- 
cessions made in five years of 
Middle East peace talks if 
Israel's new government tried to 
change the terms for negotia- 
tions. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s Likud-led 
administration has said it would 


negotiate with the PLO and 
Syria kit insisted it would not 
agree to return land it occupied 
in foe 1967 Middle East war. 

Israel and the PLO began 
negotiations on a final peace set- 
tlement before Mr. Netanyahu 
defeated the outgoing prime 
minister, Shimon Peres of the 
Labour Party, in foe May 29 
poll. 

Many Palestinians fear Mr. 
Netanyahu, who opposes foe 
creation of a Palestinian state, 
would derail the talks by impos- 
ing conditions on foe negotia- 
tions. 

Palestinians in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, desperate for an 
Arab stand that would back their 
demand for independence after 
more than three decades of 


Israeli rule, watched the summit 
on television hoping it would 
produce resolutions that would 
preserve foe peace process. 

Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat hailed the s ummi t meet- 
ing as a “new page” in relations 
between Arab lead era. 

Some ordinary Palestinians 
shared Mr. Arafat’s hopes. But 
many remained sceptical. 

“This summit has closed the 
ranks among foe Arabs in order 
to push foe peace process for- 
ward and lined up the Arabs 
behind foe Palestinians," said 
Ahmad Al Fajem, a 21-year-old 
policeman from the Gaza Strip 
town of Khan Younis. 

But Muwafq AJ HanbaJi, a 45- 
year-old municipal inspector in 
foe West Bank city of Nablus, 


disagreed, 

“This Arab summit does not 
differ from previous ones. Arab 
leaders took decisions but did 
not back them with a mechanism 
to implement them.'’ Mr. Han- 
bali said. 

“I am afraid that just as in the 
past, these resolutions will 
remain ink on paper and will end 
up in the Arab League archives" 
he said. 

A senior Palestinian legislator, 
Haidar Abdul Shafi, called 
Monday for the convening of an 
international meeting on tbe 
Middle East modelled on the 
1991 Madrid conference which 
launched the peace process. 

“I think it is necessary to 
reconvene the Madrid confer- 
ence to reexamine foe peace 


process," Dr. Abdul Shafi told a 
press conference. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi, chairman of 
the political affairs committee in 
foe Palestinian legislative coun- 
cil set out two reasons for hold- 
ing a new Middle Mast peace 
conference. 

“Firstly it would reaffirm the 
basic principles of the peace 
process, which are violated by 
Israel” be said, “and secondly to 
promote our national cause in an 
international forum,” be said. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi was the chief 
Palestinian negotiator at the 
Madrid conference, taking part 
in a joint Palestinian- Jordanian 
delegation when foe then right- 
wing Israeli government 
opposed any direct PLO partici- 
pation in the meeting. 

During the recent Israeli elec- 
tion campaign, Mr, Netanyahu 
also called for a new Madrid 
conference to reexamine the 
peace process, but he has not 
repeated the proposal since his 
poll victory on May 29. 


Domestic violence 
linked to soccet 
defeat 

LONDON (R) — A Scot- 
tish doctor warned Sunday 
that England could see'aa 
increase in domestic vio- 
lence if it loses its Euro 96 
soccer semifinal match 
against Germany this 
week. Dr. Mac Armstrong, 
secretary' to the British Me- 
dical Association, said ma- 
rital abuse in Edinburgh, 
increased after Scotland's 
defeat by England la« 
weekend. Asked if England" 
could see a similar trend he 
replied: “You effectively 
could. And it does say 
something about foe effect 
of that kind of fervour on 
foe national psyche.” Dr. 
Armstrong, who was spea- 
king during a briefing 
ahead of foe association’s 
annual conference isj 
Brighton, southern Enjp 
land, added, “It does have a 
wonderful effect cm the 
national psyche, but it does 
have particular effects on 
individuals and not all of 
them are good.” The Daily 
Telegraph newspaper said 
there were 27 cases of do- 
mestic violence in Edin- 
burgh following Scotland’s 
Euro 96 defeat compared to 
14 during a usual weekend. 
“The number almost dou- 
bled. There is nothing else 
we could think of, apart 
from the match, which 
could have caused it," Ali- 
son Porter, the city’s do- 
mestic violence officer, 
told foe newspaper. 

f More Filipino 
women literate 4 
than men’ 

MANILA (R) — More 
Phi-lippine women are lit- 
erate than men, a survey by' 
foe National Statistics 
Office (NSO) released 
Monday said. The survey 
found 85.9 per ceffl bf 
females were literate but 
only 81 .7 per cent of males, 
a gap of 4.2 percentage 
points, the fimctional liter- 
acy, education and mass 
media survey said. 
Functional literacy is when 
a person can read, write 
and compute or is ef-ficient 
with number skills, the 
NSO said The survey did 
not say why Filipino men 
were less literate. A sepa- 
rate survey released by foe 
NSO last week had 
Filipinos were reading less 
and watching more televi- 
sion. 

Dehydration 
blamed for 
explorer’s 
mystery death 

BELTING (AFP) — A re- 
nowned Chinese explorer, 
whose death last week in 
the northwestern desert of 
Lop Nor had fuelled ru- 
mours of foe supernatural 
dangers of exploring a 
long-hidden city, achially 
died of dehydration, a re- 
port said Monday. The 
blackened and blistered 
body of Yu Chunsbun, 48, 
was discovered Tuesday 
after a 70-hour helicopter 
search by rescuers who hu* 
been unable to determine 
foe exact cause of death. 
“The medical examiner 
who autopsied Yu's body 
believed that the explorer 
died of sudden dehydration 

and exhaustion during his 

trek through the excessive 
heat," the Xinhua News 
Agency said. According to 
foe autopsy report, Yu died 
around June 13, when foe 
desert temperature exceed- 
ed 40 degrees centigrade. 
Experts had previously 
rejected foe idea that Yu 
starved to death or perished 
in a sandstorm on foe 
grounds that a half-full bag 
of dried beef was found 
beside foe body and his tent 
would have provided ade- 
quate protection from the 
elements. Yii died after 
completing a journey to 
explore foe buried ruins : 
foe ancient city of Loult-* 
once an important oasis oh 
the silk road linking China 
and Europe. In 1981 a sci- 
entist from the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences went 
missing in foe same area 
and was never seen again. 


